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. THY | 
POVRTRAICTVRE | 
OF THE | 
PRIMITIVE SAINTS 
in their Actings and Suffcrings, 


According to Saint Pauls Canon an1 
Catalogue, Heb. 11. 


Er es, CO et ora, 


Plal. 119+ 52. J vemembred thy Judgements of uld, O 
Lord, and have comforted my ſelſe, 


—_—__ ———_ >” So ——_— 


Minart, Felix. pag. 126. 

Now habits ſapientraw, ſed mente preferints, non eloquinur 
magna, ſed vivimmw, 

Lud. Vives, lib. 5. de Do&r. Chril. pag. 252. 

Theologia quarts pars eff narratio ge/lorum P opwls Ifr ae t;- 

tici, Chriſti, Apoſtolorum, Martyruw ; dexig, ſantorum omninn, 

O& totizs Eccleſia ? que ver ff decent, & walediſſint, ad bene 
agendum inflammant, 


Cypr. Serm ter. de bono Patientiz, pag. 290, 
Invevimua &f Patriarchas, & Prophets, & juſtos omnes qui 


| figurans Chriſti im rgine precunte portabant, rthil mags in laude | 
virtutnes ſuarnm cuſtediſſe, quam quod paticntian forte & fta- 
bili equanimitate teunerant, 
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Py }. S. Presb. Angl, 
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ABELS Saxckirice. 


Heb. it. 4» 


| By Faith Abel offered unto God a more exceliext 5 acrifics 
| then Cain, ty which bs obtained, gr. 


-/ 


Ur Saviour Chrifts negative ab initio n87 fait fies 

Han. rg. 8. vat 2 full confuration of the Phari- 

ſees miſtake in the caſe of Divoreement ; and the 
affirmative, «6 in5#:0 fuir fc, is here the Apoſtles 

confirmation of his former theſes, and concluſi« 

ons; theone Cap. 10. 38, the orher in this Chap® 

| ter verſe the firſt, which though it be net expreſſed, is virtually 
| implyed; the whole Fabriek of his diſcourſe beares on that 
foundation ; and all the ſubſequent examples, are but {0 many 

| Morall evidences and demoenfirations of thoſe holy truths 2 
| And that they were ſo from the beginning, he fetcherh his 
proofes from the beginning of Piety; 8l! your forefackers lived 
by Faith, Faita was to them the ſubſiftence of things hoped for, 
che evidence of things not ſeen; and therefore if you be Bolee- 
vers, your Faith will giye you life, alſo will be to you the ſub. 
Nance, $c, Fromthe beginning of the World till chis preſenr 
| Century, you way be furniſhed with taire Preſidents to verifie 
theſe truths for your ſatisfaRion, and ro exemplific thera to 
= for your obſervation : thoſe primitive ſpirits (it your ſpirits 
e teachavle and plianc) will learn you the doarines and obe- 
dience of Faith, will leave on your Soules a perſwaſion of the 
truth of thoſe traths, and alſo work on your ſpirits an habirnall 
attendance on God, and reſignation of your (elves ts God, and 
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and fetch your prooſes downewards, and you ſhall finde the An. 
etents to belceve the Propofitions, buth in teſt and hyportef, 
they embraced them for truthes, and applyed them to their ſe. 
yerall uſes, both by aQire and paſſive obedience, even b: fore} 
men began to call upon God, Ger. 4, 26, that is, in ſolemng} 
Aﬀemblies, and Publique manner to worſhip God ; you have | 
this exemplified in Abel, the firſt Patterne of patience, and 
praftioner of Piety ; the firt Martyr and Canonized Saine, 
whoſe Faith engaged him to Sacrifice, to preſent this Sacrifice | 
. to God; and becauſe an Oblartion to God, therefore a great ex- / 
eclient Sacrifice it was; and tor this AQ he was approved by 
God, ard is famous with men ; both God and Man co this day 4 
fpeaks of bim with honen:able Tit.ecs, Abe! the Juit, Abe! the! 
Righteous, By Faith offered, &c. 

The Method I ſhall obſerve in this and the following Dif. | 
eourſes, will be one and the ſame, and {o throughout I Gal)! 
endgavour, 

t. To explain, and deliver the ſenſe of the Text, with refe- 
rence to the Hifory from whence the Words of the Text are 
raken. 

2: To propoſe ſuch DoRtrinall inferences, and praftica!l! 
deduQions, as I ſhall obſerve and cone'ude from the Text, | 

2. To provoke your Devotion with a Prayer and Mediras | 
tion, upon the chiefe? obſervable in the Text, or that which | , 
was principally eptenc<d by the hely Apoſtle, | 

For the firſt, 

By Fenh : The Offering ws the preſcript and injunRion of | 
Faith, not att:« elicits fide, for the proper and immediate A | 
of Faith. is beliefe ; but «us imperatws, an ARX which fled | 
from beliefe. and was commanded by it ; Thus viliting the 
Fatherleſle and Widdow, ]-w. r. 27. as an ingredient in the 
Apoliles deicripticn of pure Religion ; nor as this were an AA 
of Religion, in the moſt firit refirained ienſe, as Religion, | 
is the duty of adoration, not 25 it ſignifies, the performance of 
the dire& aud proper offces of his honour and worſhip, admi- 
ring his perfections, m:gnifying him in 1s Atrributes; or —_ 
familiar entercourſe with him; but in a more large extende 
fen's, as it is an ipleprable adjunct, or convincing argumene 
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of Religion, without which, no man can juſtly pretend to Re- 
}}gion, or be denominated Peligiocs, 

He offered to God & Sacrifice; This Law of Sacrificing was 
# ab 3nits2, of long fanding in the Church of Cod ; the fir 
| man, without doubr, and the fi; {t holy men praCtiied it, long be- 
| fore the Moſaicall Ordinances, {acrificiary was an inſtitution of 
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Piety ; 115 tree, we Reade not of Adams Saccificing, perhaps 
becauſe no ſuch notable occarrent happened therein, as in the 
Oblations of ht3Sons; yer that ke practiſed ard ravght his ſons 
*# this duty, may with much probability be afferted; Nature, un. 
Y * goubred!y, taught him this I av, in as euch, as the moft gene- 
Y ? rous Hearhieniſh ipirics, with an unanimous conſent, have Voted 
& {an Honour dueto Ged, and did precilely obferve ic, as is ſaffi- 
» > ciently proved, _ : 
"} Bur 4be! noteone!y offered a Sacrifice ; bur *its nored, for an 
ny excellent Sacrihce, 4 more excellent Sacrifice then Cains - 2 dif- 
ſerence thee was betwixt their Sacrifices, and a great one roo ; 
there was exccllency., greatnelle in the one, obtul:s majorem he. 
6 ftiam, (> Beer, Plxrimam,' fo the old Tranſlation Reades it ; 
| mailers 21729, fo the Orciginall : there was no excelicney, nop 
1 | orcarnefle 10 the other, for it was rejeRed. 
' Taterprecers have travelled long to enquire wherein the ex- 
ceilencie of Abels Sacrthce confited, and to diſcover the diffe- 
A | rerfce of the Oblations, and to finde a reaſon, way God accepted 
{ Abels, dilapproved Cairs Sacrifice, 
| I (ba!l acquaint you with ſome of their diſcoveries, and will 
F! not preſume to determine, which are reall, which imaginary 
perhaps they are all imperie&; neither dare I preſeribero others, 
4} but deſires of them a Travellers indiffeteneie, to choo'e what 
© | they finde (ateſt : cnely I ſhall enterpoſe this con{ideration, 
© | ThatGod is no reſpeRor of Perſons, bis judgements are in the 
T | deep, and his wayes paſt findingont ; and though his judgements 
0 | are many times ſecret, yet chey alwaies proceed upon the ine. 
f{ fallible rules of juſtice and equity; and where our reaſon can- 
nor finde out an unqneRionable reaſon of his procedures, yet if 
- js all the reaſon in the World, to beleeve and acknowledge God 
to be moſt wiſe, mot juſt, moſt holy, Bur this in generall, 
though ic will a9: fiicnee a nan cavilling diſpurant, will yer 
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farisfie a ſober medeft Chrifian ; That Caine prophanenefſe, or | © 
hypocrike, or preconceived hatred of his Brother, ſpoyled the bi 
Religion of his Sacrifice, and deprived him of che reward of f1ish P! 
ſervice; and that Abel: iNnocency, fincerity, and devotion, was dF 
as incen(c to his ſacrifice, as Fire from Heaven co hallow it, © 
give it a (rycer ſmelling (avour ; and in this reſolution there can © © 
be no danger : | am ſure it is according to the plain rule of Scri- } 4 
pure ; peruſe theſe following Texts, and apply chem, ” 
Gen, 4.7. 15Saw,15, 21.32, P10. 15.8, a0d 21.27. Tſe ® 
66.34, Am.5.2r. D 
But to return, The Jews derive the excellency of 4be's Oh | © 
lation from it ſelfe, the matter offered, or ſubject of the offi ing; | 2 
which (ſay they) was accordingeto the rule and eflimate of things þ © 
prizable, of more value then (i»:: and the Crime which they } © 
charge on Cain, was Covetoulnclc: the Virtue they aſcribe ca © © 
Abel, mas Liberality. *Tis t:ve, God loves a giver like him. | 
{{lfe, liberal! and bountiful ; the Covecrous (whoſe almes, if ha | © 
give any, is in Sexiea's Phrale, P avs lapidoſs, and whoſe exe | ſ 
pences for Gods ſervice, or Temple, are Sefſes, not Free- will þ ? 
Offccings) Ged abhors : yer ir alſo as rrne, which che Heathen | * 
hath obſerved, God regardeth not hcw fall hands we bring bim, | 
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but bow pure : he vaiues not our Offerings. be-auſe they are f 


either many, or rich ; bur becauſe they be ho'y : reatonable ſer. 
vices of him, 4 3 1 a9, as eAri®.0. 4. Erh.e tr. Bat yer 
this comes not home, is no full diſcovery; for though ir be 
moſt ecrtain, That eovetouineſle is an abomination, a filthi- 
neſſe able to pollute avy lacrifice, or holy duty ; and that Libe- 
rality is highly prized and rewarded by the Almighty : yer *ics 
evident from the Text, That their Offerings were of the difte- 
rent returnes with which God had bleſſed their labours, in their 
reſpeQtive civil!) Callings and conditions of life : and rherefote, 
in reſ-e:t of chis diffecence, the cealoa lics pot of their diffeceng 
reſpect with God. 

Others f:orn that Clanſe, Gen. 4. 3. [/n preceſſe of time] con- 
Etive Cains Crime, was flzcknefle, or dalnefle, in tl.e periore | 
marce of his duty : and indeed, we ought nct to be remiſie. or 
negligent to pay our vowes; God loves cheetefulnetie and ala- 
<xXy of ſpirit'in his ſervice ; But in the Scripture; wefiod' nor 
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Abels £arrifice, 


w 1; C61# criminal on this ſcore, for by rhe context ic appears they 
| both off:red 1m the {ame order, and at rhe ſame time; and thar 


by phraſe imployes not any ſlowneſie, but onely indefaairely, nores 
2x), a determinate time. 
| Others fetch the Cifference frem the yet undiſcovered parhs 
of God: eternall decree: eAbcl was an Ele, Cain a Reprobate - 
:. | Abela juſtified Perſon. (ais nct; and therefore 4bels ſacrifice 
* was (anAized. Cains not, But (under correftion, and with (vb- 
miſſion io abler judgements) I conceive the former part wo 
4 Diſcovery ; its an enknown paſſage to us, and God hath roc 
« ; adi: ted us unto his ſecret reſolves, but his Revea'ed Counſel» 
. | arefcrus and for our Children ; and that his Decree infuſcrh 
4 no goodveſſe or badneſſe into the aRticns of men: an action is 
y. eal-<d gord, from its conformity to the rufe, chat I am ſure is 
* Gols teveaied will ; and bad from its obli juicy, or deviation 
_ > fiomit and its goodneftle, or badnefe, depends on the recticude, 
g | ©r crookednefle of mans will : And for che other part of che 
 } ſuppoſition, with the premiſed reference, { conceive ns man 
4 þ jufirfied, bur he is ſanftified alſo; yer no man juſtified, before 
fanQified : For faith which is required as the condicion of our 
, | being juſtified, muſt neceſſarily in order of nature be before ju- 
« | fiification ; this preſuppoleth Faith, which certain!y includes re- 
: pentanece, and converfon to God; yea. it felfe is an aft of ſancri. 
fication : and the promifes of mercy are, as to Be'eevers, fo to 
fincere Penitenrts : He that forſaketh his Gnnes, ſhall finde mer. 
ey, Prov. 18 13. ſo that neither of theſe ſa:mizes ates the caſe, 
nor gives a cleare reſolution to the Quzre, 


brought his Firftlings, and his fat - bur of Cars verſe 3, without 
any further expreſſion, or addition. nakediy, He bronght, &c, 
have conjectured theſe expreffions the clearelt notes of diſcrie 
mination : for (ſay they) the Scripture never addes (ach cir- 
enmfiantials, bar for diſtinction, or for an addition of hononr, 
or an eo; ie: and however faith madethe higheſt difference, yer 
| the effects of Abelr faich were great, and ho'y. warming his 
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eived from the good hang of God gn his labours 3 and al & 


Others, becauſe Gew. 4. 4. it is emphatically ſaid of Abel, he 


ſpirit with much devotion, and perſwading hin t» ſuch a choice, 
as might at once boih exprefſe what great bleſſings he had 'e», 
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Abels Sacrifice. 


reffife what reverend and holy thowghts of Gods Soveraigne$® 
Majeſty, had taken his [pirit ; and Cars infidelity, made hi$t®© 
Sacrifice a Sacrifeee of fleſh, without devotion, without anyÞ$"3* 
reſpeRive conſideration of the holineſie of the empleymentþ*** 
and therefore, he took, he offered what was next at hand, with$2" 
put any more to doe, D: vl 

This interpretation is pious, proper, and pertinent, and were#'3 
I reſolved to be «fſirmative, I won'd thus reſolve the Poine ; FC 
in our adrefies and offerings to God, we fhonld compnſe ou;l0 4 
minces to ſerious thoughts of his ereatrefle, wiſecome, power/©"< 
200dnefle, and elevate them to the higheR pitch, raiſe them 14#'<© 
the higheſt note, and thus prepare our ſelycs to the offices of* 
his worſhip and fervice. Bur this ſuppoſeth ſomewhat, whic# \ 
ſhould be proved more elearely then a ſuppoſition will beervy ? 
but whether the excellency of Abels obiation above Cams a; ofht® 
from the Perſons of the offerers, or their intentions in offering 
from the ſubRence and ſubje& matter of the Sxcrifices. or from dn 
the qualities, and adjnn& thereof; this we are ſure of, God de 
livered his Judgement, and gave e4bel: the excejlency ; for he 
witneffed that he was righteous ; ke reitified of his gifts, an 
whether trom his faith, or from his oblation he was pronounce 
rizhreous, it is all one, ſecing kis oblation was an obcdientia! 
att of faith ; his faith engaged and obliged him to prelent hi 
vblation to God, and his oblation evidenced, and proved hi 
{faith before God and Men ; Faith ſanRified his Offering, and hi 
Offering ſhewed his Faith, and Gods teſtimonial approved 
doth. 4bel ftands upon Record in the Rolles of Heaven, an 
Earth, knoyn and dignified with the Titles of, Ave! the Juſt 
Abel the Eighteous, 

Bur now,if it be here enquired, by what fignall evidence Ged 
feſtified of his gifts, or how God declared that he was Righteous 
I ſhall propoſe the ſeveral! gueſſes of Commentaries, and leave? 
the Reader to the former indifferency I granted him : Some" 
conceive, God manifefied his approbation by the deicent by 
Fire from Heaven upon his #aer;fce, in ſuck manner as w C 
ai 


Reade Lev,g, 24. and its not altogether improbable ; for olff 
Cains Sacrifice was a Meart-offering, Lev, 3. ſo Abelr was 
Peace-effering, Lev, 3. ſach as that of Aſgſes and Aarev, Ley, gg*! 
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ne$0 alſ9 PLE Cive2, © 2. Ockers by is Word, in a Vocall ev. 
1þretion, Ged then communicztiag þis will to his ſervants in 
har methol, Orhers, That God expreſſed his accepranee of 
bels Saeriſice by an after benedietion on his flock and labors, 
rakingthem to thrive and proſper more abundantly then was 
>:dinary : hut however it was, very likely it is, God declared 
his approvarion by ome vitble (igne, then art the time of his 
:ffcring. and fince by his ſervant 4oſes, who hath Repibred ic 
40 all Poverity, for bis Honour, and their exawple: he had nor 
:rbnely Gods reftimoniall, bur now hath mans ; now h2 is, and 
vec lines he hath been of happy memory. 2nd high repute in 
he Church : for ir followes, #e yet peikerh, 

Which expreſton is a!lo capable of difterent interorerations. 
.£ x, The examples of the godiy departed, and their worthy 
,{Pcts ſpeak lowd in che eares of Potterity, and eail upon them 
oor imication ; they were Written, they are ili Kead for our 
admos:cion, upon wavsm the ends of the world are come, y Cor, 
e$0. 11 their langnage powerfull in Rhetoricke ; they teach 
oth what to declive, what to follow ; thoſe dead examples ſerves 
\a@5 ecchoes, redoubling and ſounding the actions of their holy 
Yives ; and it was the Pirty of che fir times to enjoyne, and of 
{fer ages to retaine in the Church the memorialls of the firſt 
;Founrders of the Chriſtian faith. not ſo much ro honour them, 
"$5 tO glorifie God in and for them. and to gaine the following 
;$Generarions, to ſollew their holy lives and faith, 
aj 3. This may ſcem toallude to Gez 4. 10, as this ſame Apo» 
fle doth, Heb.12, 24. and if (o, then jt infiructs us, That God 

$ concerned and engaged in the ſufferings and deaths of his 
bels, who dye in the Lord, or ſuffer for his holy truthes ; their” 
ood cryes loude in his eares for revenge, and one day or other, 
,Mewill hearken to the voyce of their cry, and recompence the 
eÞngodly after their deſervings, as it happened to the Amales 
nes, t Sam, 15. 2. 2» 

3- The wor 2aairm, hath a Paſfive fignification, and im 
ports, to be famons renowred, celebrated, or ſpoken of ; and to 
Ws rendred, 4fae, 26. 13. be 10/d or ſpoken of ; his oblaticon, his 
aith, and G-ds teſtimeniall of both, ſhall be had in everlaſting 
membrance ; ſuch hogous have all his Saints, to have theig 
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Abels Servifice. 
Memories, their aNings, and ſufferings, preſerved and magnik. 
ed in the Church of God from Generation 10 Generation z wil | 
hare the bleſſed Virgin Harp enforming us of her renowne tg 
all Ages, Lak, i. 43. 49. Dearh removes their bodics, nor rheix 
vertues ; takes away their lives, not cheic precious memories 
they aftec ſpeak ro us to imitate them, and in a pious and grate: 
full commemoration co ſpeake of them, and prayſe God for” 
them ; this is their happincfle, they live cime out of minde is} 
Heaven, by rhe bheatifica!l Viion; in Earth by a continued cel 
bration of their eminent graces, and holy performances: Anil 
thus you fee I have unawares falne 6n my ſecond Propolall, #7 
colietion of the Dof&rines whick are ob'crvable. in the words 5] | 
and rhey are many : I ſhall acquaint you onely with a few. | 

r. The Apotile begins his induction with Abel, and bringg | 
x& downe to that century wherein he lived. the ſame to centtY | 
Que untoall Ages; it was the ſelfe ſame faich which was delivey 
rec to the Saints In rhe firſt and latter times ; that 1s in Seripturg - 
ſenſe, before Chriſts comming in the Fleſh, and after : eis cruey | 
the cixcumNantiails and exterralls of Gods ſervice, have muciy} | 
varied in the {everall periods of the Chvrch ; but from the beg} . 
ginzing there was one foundatien of Religion, the fame efſency} 
©: piety, [eſus Chrit, the ſame yeſterday,&c. Heb, r; 8, anfſ |; 
Cariſt 1s che ſame way conveied into the hearts of Beleevers, th} | 
ſame Word, the ſame Faith the ſame Catholique Church, onelfl | 
in Saint Aug language Taft gs, in e4. loh, tempers varia 1 

(rt, eadees fides, ſonws mutatu eff idem verbum + one common | 
head Chrift, all members united to him by one principal!, Faichy | 
and this cormmeth from the ſame Fountaine, the Spirit, and rh | 
Word, t 

2, We areenfcrmed who are to he eſteemed Elders in thei { 
Cizurch. {uch onely as received their approbation from God ; thi { 

Primitive ancient Fathers, and what efleeme 15 co be allotre@ x 
chem z not to be accounted Founders of our Faith, but Builders & 
or rather (vnlefle we admit the rf Maſter Builders ProphetY « 
nd Apoſties) repairers of Breaches, whenſoever the Orthodol 41 
Paith is a0aulted by Heretickes, who either batter the Bui'dingY x 
or undermine the Foundation ; neither are they to be worſhip I 
ped as the objeRs of adpration ; but reſpected as patternes off '£ 
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imitation, not abſoluteſy and univerſc!ly, Gut with refiri&ions 
we are to follow them, wherein they follew their Leader, who 
vy gone is the way, tae truth, and 1:7 ; Cats reftimontall makes 
their Writings authenticke, and ctieir examples imitab'e, 
But more particularly, forre: hine we fbal obſerve from Avels 
& Pertan, his Oblation ; and Gods accepration of both. 
{ 1. From the Peron, we obſerve tliefe following conkdes 
} pables. | 
© _ "1, ' The piety of Beleevert. priviledges them not from hu- 
I mane fatalities and contingencier, during the time of their res 
© ſidence here @n earth ; oz»zz# Adam, emu Abel, Pal. 29. 5.12. 
i Every man at his bet, his mo% ſeemingly ſernce and'ferled 
{ eftare, is nothing bnce Vanity ; or rether, Vaniry, and nothing 
9% Jeſſe then Vanity and nothing, Ef. 40. 27, Oneavcur 4, homment 
17 wideo, wmiſerum ſem, (ſaith Semea) and, Outmenng, 1iſerum Vi 
ey gov, hommem ſci, Man, and milery, are para'ells; Man at onee 
's loſt his integrity a'd felicity; and everlince he'is the ſabjet of 
Gs Hlly and miſery : neicher doth godiineffe exempt then from 
a thecommon fate of men, Death; they live-and dye as others, 
| though, as their iife, ſo their death is diffe.ent from others : the 
cx d.ſea'e is nor removed, bur the plague and mortality of ir x 
ng D-a h is not taken away, (for they alſo are takers away by 
bY Death) bur the ing; Death delivers them up to the Graves 
1% and the Grave takes poſſeſſion of them,as ir doth of any Mor- 
i tall, Pl. 49. io. Ez 21, 4. and many times the! beſt dye 
dy ſoonett, Ef 57. r. Certainely this ſhould be a great encon- 
nz ragement againſt che ſtormes, and difficulties, the dangers, avd 
he caſualties of this lite; and againſt the rerrors and affrightmencs 
of Death Taois one Conlideration will yeeld us ſolid com-- 
$ forr, That a'l muſt dye, a!l are Humane and Morrall; for why 
ſhou'd we fear to paſſe that Brait, which all men muſt Saile/ 
through ; .or en4eavour baſely, and many timer, unchriftianly, 
© dec ine. what none Can 2voyd? A'l men, all holy men, Abel 
the fi: righteous man ; 447 +ham, the Fathzr of the Faithfull ;* 
D 2vid, God: tavourite. a wan a'te x Gods own heart, his darling 3 
wie men, the Proph-ts, and Patriarkes; all great wien,' 
: Rings and Judges, have g-ne before us, or muſt come after 
oF "2s; and (ball we think char Arange, which is auiverſtlly-com- 
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£100? or arths at the appraches bf what is {6 infallibly cer-. | 
taine ? Had wicked men onely paſſed this way, the Rode would 
have been ſuſpicious ; but ſecing all our Progenitors, even 
the godlicſt, have gone this way ; and the frf that beare the 
Path, was 2 Juſt man, Joufitis Princopt, cas Chrifwe juſtitie | 

rimatuws tribait, as Mug, (peaketh ; we need not frave; we may: F 

Idly venture, and follow ; <4 5t&r od ſwprror, | 

But more comfort yet, This juſt man dyed a violent Death ; { 
its Chryſoſtewes Obſervation, in Gen. 2x. 74» Favre, Ec: he | | 
Sr ſaw Death, and his Death was ſuddain and violent ; the : 
brf that dyed, was murdercd, and that by his Brother. Be} 
Bot troubled, nor diſcontented with the ſadneſle of thy afliti- 
on. If thy Brethrea, thy ſpiricuall or natural! kindred, impriſon, | 
g—_ kill chee; if thoa loſe thy head, thy lite, yet if thou 

cep thy Religion, thy fairhfulneſle ; it is thy gaine, thy ad. 
vantage. Abel fl by the hand of bis Brother, and forthwith 
xeccived a Crown of Martyrdom. 

Bur yet more comfort ; Abel is fallen, bur he is falne onely 
aſlecp, he ſhall anon awake into immorrtall g'ory ; meane time, 
= his Monument tands, and ſhall not fall, till thoſe Scripture Re. 

ds periſh : Dead :Abe/ is not Dead, be yet breatheth, he 

aketh ; Ouj per virtatems perierat, baud « ivterit, ſaith | 

e Comedian ; and is (bryſoſtomes obſervation in Philip, 
bom. 3. u, wicked men are living dead men, r Tem. ys. 6. the 
Righteous when dead, are yer, Dead Living Men, L#k, 20.38, || 
the life is traxſitizs ad mortem, a poſting to Death: the Death F | 
of the other; is Tedites ad witam; a return to life, Ambr, de ben, 
more. For, wax eft vita,@e. that is nor life, but death, which ſepa= 
rates a living man from Chri ; neither is that death, bur life, 
Que morientem Chriſts ſociat, which brings a dying man to ' 
Chrift, who is the life, id. de Abel /. 2. c. 9. | 

2. We arc not'to meaſure Gods favour by his remporall * 
diſpenſations, vor paſſe ſentence of his love or hatred, by the 
events'or accidents'of th's life; Holy devout Abel 13 murdered 
in his young tender yeares; accurled Cain, lives long, begot a 
gamerous line, builded magnificent Citica + God diftriburech,” 
hi 'temporcall bleffings d nor , giveth many titmes more” 
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commonly he diſpenceth kis remporall felicities and advantages . 
in a due proportion and equality to a'l, both gpod and bad : 
ſare I am, wealth may abound, where grace doth not ; and 

| many times, wicked men enjoy the Wo:1d moſt, Which made 

p the P/al, 7 4+ account the full men of the Werld, full to ſu. 

perfluity, to overflowing, wicked m2n : which certainly im« 

vY 


| plies, that wicked men are many times fall men, but their fal- 
| nec is a far more ſa] condition then the beggers emprinefſe 
\ and want; they have-a judgement and that is they have thei 
{ Portion Inj this life, which though ir be nor a Childs Portion, yer 
is oiten as liberall ; but irs a ſad confideration to have enough 
here, and roo mach for.a moment ; and have nothing (but what I 
» | feare to, name) for Eternity. 
| 7. eAbel the firff man who dyed, and he dyed a Martyr ; 
* | The Croffe and the Church were at once conſecrated; righte- 
LF ovincſe was perſecuted in the Cradle, in the Iniancie of cime ; 
afflictions entred early into the Church, and no ſooner Religion 
;peeped bur eruelty and perſ: cation, like the Canicular ftarres, 
appeared, and maligned it; the fir# man who was eminent y 
jaſt, was exerplar:ly a ſufterer for it ; and this reacheth us both 
patience to perſevere, and to endure, that we faint nor ; be noc 
weary of well-doing, thongh we bz ſure ro ſmart for it ; its a 
fe'icity 10 dye for doing cood ; Bleſſed are ye when ye ſuffer for 
R ghteonſneſſe ſake, ſaith our Sav our : Sacrifi.e we muſt, choueh 
we know we ſhall be made a 8:crefiee for it; and if our Saerefice 
| | beanexcelent Saerifice, though men vilifie us, God will r:#:fe 
| | forus, we ſhould not be aſhamed, bur rather rejoyce ; and hence 
"| weReadeof glorefying in tribulation, Rem 5, 7. of counting tt 
all joy Jam. 1. 3. of counting it an honour, anga}%, At, 5. 41. 
and 1ts our calling to ſufter, as well as to belceve, &hil, 1. 20. 
was to ſuffer, hecauſe we be'eeve; fo Ss'p, Sever. 1. 2. b5F. rels us, 
that Diecleſians ſeviente certatim tn glorioſa certamina ruch a= 
tur, multeg, aurdis martyria glotiofss mortibus quarebatar, 
quam mirc Epsſceparms pravis ambition;bus rppetuatar. 

4. © Abels Sacrifice was well counted of by God, becauſe be 
kept his heart vpright with Ged, therefore was his Oblation ac- 
cepted, becauſe he was juſt; and Caizs was rejeRted, becauſe he 
Aggboured malicious thoughts in = heart againſt his ay 
" by EMT , Its 


_ TO IP 


Abels Sacrrhee, 


Its the jnit mans Sgcr55ce, which is as-Incenee, the Sacrifice of | 


vhe wicked # as abomination; its Sacriledge, and grofle hypo= 
erife for an ungodly man to call on God, Pf. 56. 16, and a 
very Heathen cculd tell us, avimadverto etiam ipſos Daos, nou 


tam accuratis adorartium precibm, quam innocextia & ſantix\! 
rate latari, Plin, Pan.ad Traj. vaint Pax! is expreſle, 1 Tow, 
2.8. Lift =p holy and clean hangs, without wrath, without doubt« | 


zz : nothing of infidelity towards God, no malicious defigne 


in onr hearts againſt our neighbour, when we approach into | 


Gods preſence. The Pſalmilt, Pſ«/. 99. 7. tells, Hoſes and 
Samuels Prayers were heard; and te'ls the reaſon, For they kype 
Ei reſfimenies, Fc. and 282iN is polive, if I encline nts, &'c; 
Pſal.66 x8, and therefore, { wif wih my bands in innecencie, 
and ſo I will goe ts thine Alter, Plal. 26.6. God requires obe., 
dience rather then ſacrifice, fer, He that twreeth away hus reari,T a. 


Prov. 28,9, Alas then, to what purpoie doe we offer to God. 


our bodies; when we retaine our affeftions : or why doe we pray 
unto him, and fin againſt him ; aske grace of him, and never ©n« 
deayour to relift one temptation, to mortifie one luſt, to caſt off 
one carna'ity; to what en4 are our Prayers loud, and our Voy=» 
ces ſtrained for a bleſhog. when our fins cry louder for yengeance? 
ehy doe we bow our tx. and proſtrate our bodies, yet our 
mindes are inſolent. and hanghty, a ſtiffe necked and KubDorne. 
Generation ? why doe we litt up our hands and eyes to God, 


when weare devifing.contriving. and projeRing for the World? 


what are all the peftures of devotion, the moving of the lips, 
the articalation of the tongue, the incurvation of the kneer, he 
2reRtion of the eyes and hands, but complement, formality, and, 
the arts of aypocrifie, nnlefle they be uſhered in, and attended 
with purity of heart, with innocencieof aQions, and fincerity of. 
xeRions ? Whep the Jews offered their Sacrifices, [ſay I. 11, 
God protetted againſt chem, notwithſtanding they were he, 
Ordinances of his own lips, and ſolemnly yewerh,Hherwill nor, 
rake notice of their multiplied, their numerous, their long Prays-. 
ers., Why ? Their hazds were full of blood, l”ay. 1.25.9 I 
P+l.-1, 4. Ep. :4. God eſpe not the worke, but the heart; 
not out language, bur our life 3 nat our petitions, but our prati- 


ſes: for, Qu; indent in oli, Dyo [upplicat, HprE nl. he Prayen 
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well, who lives well; har he that deviſeth evill againft his'neigh- 
ar,in any re{peR, by fraud, or force to alienate his right, this 
ans Religion 15 in vain, his oblations are in vain, tts;burt-dallt- 
nce and mockery of God, to expreſle devotion in their over- 
ures, v. hen the defiene is intereR, and paſſion;; t< weare. Gods: 
Aivery, yer doe the Devils Service ; to follow Gods Colours, and: 
ght che Nevils Bartels: but be not deceived, God is notmocke: 
d.&c, O then elenle ycur hands, ye finners, and purifie your 
carts yedoudble minded, and fo draw nigh to God,and'he will: 
draw nigh to you; look that there be no root of þ:trernafletn; 
ou, entertain no diftruſtfull miſprilions of Gods wiledome, 
ower, or mercy; harbour no inveromed malicious cheughr of 
atred or revenge againſt thy Brother, or neighbour - ſue for: 
zrace,ai the Throne of Grace and by your ations and conver- 
tions, give teſtimony of the reality of your .exprefſhons of -the 
incerity of your hearts, and ceſires; and (o God will witnefle,; 
and teftifie, that you are faithfu'l, and righteous, as Abel; then: 
he will accept your barat offerings, and grant all your defires 
en he will declare, and pronounce, your Prayers and Oblations 
xcellent Satrifices, as he did to Abcls; and will reward you 
with the returne of grace and glory among them who are Sanitio 
4 by Faith, 

5. I (hill adde one more Obſervation onely in this Point, 
which 1 borrow from Saint Azg.l r5.de Civ Dei, c,x, Cam 
'Yavd Abc divided the World, and ill the devifioa holds be: wixt 
the wicked and godly ; theſe who are ot the City of God, cry 
and Pray, Lerd ſhew ants w the light of thy countenance; and 
thole of the City of the World, who minde Earthly things; the 
excreaſe of their Corue and Wine, Abel, the Founder of i the 
boly City : Caizthe Mafter Builder of the profane; the way 
of (4in2a dangerous deſtrufive way, and the Kainites were thole 
who approved, Sceleſtiſimos Sodomitas, ſediticſym Core, Judar 
proditorem, Epiph, ker. 38; But, Ang 'there drives further the 
Obſervation,..Cain privy, Fc. , Cain the firſt borne ;z eAbel tel. 
Towesz, ro Notethe ſucceſſion of Nature and Grace; ty Narprs 
ve arc firſt, Caivs; by Grace weare after renewed into 4be/s, 

1,2» Fromthe Sacrifice, and-the firft Obſervatiov-is th>lame 
ether, Epi. 49, ld 40.\19i% wos Y 


| 
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t; Qram ft res autiqna ſacrificinm, qued non viſt uni Devhh 


Ec, won quod ills egent Dems, but ro tutor ard diiciplineus T 
firſt koly man was.a Saerificer; and wicked Cam was nor it 
S$acritegious, as todeny God his own 3 God will be worſhipped 
nor onely with inward ſincerity, but by external: rites, ard be 
dily performances, The caſe is the ſame now, it was in the he 
ginning; God then wat a Spirit, and would he wo ſhipped in 
Spicit and Truth : and if externall ſervices had prejudiced the 
ſpiritsali. Cod who was a Spirit, and requized (pijitnall werſbip 
would have wholly rejeted ard cendemnned them : Abels S. 
erifi-e would have proved eriminall. as well as Cars ; for though 
chiefly he requires the heart, ( My Son give me thy heart) yer ne 


exeluſively ; he who made borh Soule and Body, exaQts a rribuigh | 
cf obedience and worſhip from both, God heareth wirhouch 


Eares. can interpret our Prayers wichout our Tongues, and yer 
for all char, it is neceffary fome times, and noft times advantagi 
ous, rever finfall or ſuperſtitious, to make nſe of the Tony 

and Lips in eur devotion ; ics hypocriſ'e, when the Lips labcur 
bart the Spirit is flat and vv)! ; when the'body is.pieſent; and 


the ſoule roving and wandering z but when body and ſonle areſſ 


eonjoyned in the performanees of holy duties, then we preſent a 
reaſonable ſervice ro God, The difference here, was not betywixt 
him that Sarrefieed, and him that Serrrfiecd nor, Eel. g. 2. for 
both were 5-crrficers ; but berween a fincere Szcr-ficer, and him 
thar effered the Secrifice v© Footer, Ecel.5 x. So in the Parable 


he 
2 


in the Goſpel, Mar. 25, Virgins, and no Vigins, was nor ctheſhe 
termes of or-pofition ; but iſe end Foaliſh Yrrg'ns, Profeſſors, hy 


and Beleevers ; Formalifts, and Live Members of tae body of 
Chrilt;z (ueh as ſeek rhemſclves in their addreſſes, 2nd ſuch as 


ayme at Gods g'ory ; ſuch as make uſe-of God, and the former 


of god!inefle for their own ends, and ſuch as obſerve chem in 
obedience to Gods will, and their intention anddefigne to Gods 


(lt 
Q1 


glory, wh'ch ſanQifies all their Oblations, gives diftinRtion to\he 


them, and procures acceprance of them, Azg.!. 15:de Civ. Dei 


C. 7. makes this difference :berwint a godly, and a wicked man, 


Boxi ad boe #tuntuy mundo, wt finantur Dev, mals, ut 


wards, #25 reſunt Deo, That then which diftinguiſh Abelt. f 


Sacrifice, was the purity and Piety of bis intencions, 


l 


which ” 


Abels Sacrifice, r5 


% which, the bodily exerciſe (chough thar required alſo) cold not 
tÞrofir, O then, when we come into Gods Preſence, enter into- 
oHis Courrs, let not your bodics and (oules be Rrangers, the one 
Co the Temple, the other ac home, or abroad in the World, bur 
ferific God both in your ſoules, and in your bodies, for they 
ere Gods ; give Vim a bended knee, and a broken Spirit ; ler 
SÞoth yy heart be advanced, fer with ſuch Sacrifices God 
we Fa[ 0h, 
IN Rk, and Religion, tanghe Abel, it was Gods bleſſing 
pon his endeavour, made them proſperous, (and indeed, (o ic 
bs, P ſal. 127. 2 )and therefore, to offer to God ſome part of that, 
tick he had bleffed him withall in his Civill Calling. And this 
SnftruAs us to iraplore Gods aſſifance in all our enterprixes, his 
Þlecfſing upon all ous labours, his concurrence in all our aRions, 
lin. in his Pex, to Tre. obſerves it, Nebil rito, nibil proidess ' 
r, cc. nothing could be proſperoufly underraken, without 
Prayer and Supplications to their phantaftick gods. And (in here 
n the ſame account, and perſuaſion, offered his Sacrifice : He 
Fbat is ca'led a Chrifliian, and negleRs, and omirs this dury, is 
Ybort of Cain, of a Heathen, in Religion. O then, whatſoever 
doe, or whatſoever ye are about to doe, commend the ſacceſſe 
xtYhercof, and commir your ſelves to Gods wiſe diſpoſall, and 
drjacious providence, Phil. 4,6, I 
3+ This Sacrifice. was ACajors pretii, ſo Beza, Plurima ho- 


when 


Hos onely gratitude, bur Religi 
of, Gals ſervice, which wel 
nol cheapeandeafie, and will coft as vothing ; is 


© ute. Ged, the things that are Gods; is got only 
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coyctouſneſſe, but 2lfo profanity and irreligion : and to detaingl; 


alienarc, what Go4 hath proportioned for publike Miniftery 
Sacriledge, 2Cat. 3.8, 

4. It was-nort onely of the Far, but of the Firſlings of } 
Floet, the ficlt fruits of our life, the prime years of- our ag 
While vigour and Qrengtb is tull, are ta be Conſecrated to, a: 


Employed in Gods ſervice, We are to. ſow our Seed in- tiff; 


Morning: To remeraber our Creitor ini the dayes of our Yout 
ro beare his-yoake from our Childhood, to goe into his Vi 

yard at the firſt houre, and continue till the eweltth ; to 

him early, in the height and cxcellency of qur dayes ; nor 
our declining, diwning dotage : "the ſervices of o'd age, a 
death-bed reſolucions and performances, are lame, lick Secrt 
ces, Mal, I.8, God will not be thus lcrved, 

q. From Gods Acceptatica, | 

1. Abe] Offered to GoJof his own gifts, and for this he 
famous to all oenerations, God FE. onoureth chem who hono 
him, thengh the Wor'd decide and maligne them, yet- he w 
Procare them a name and memory in his Church, though t 
be tor a while overclonded with a fiorrre, yer their rights 
neſle ſhall appear as ihe Sun at Midday. 

2. 1c is not the appleuſe, or admiration of men, bur Go 
reftimony-and approbirion, whick will yeeld ſolid comfort at 
coatent ; the good word cf men'is as uncertain as themſe!ye 
its Hoſazwua to day, Cricifie to mo:row : Put he who rece:v 
honour trom Cod, holds it for eternity ; his teftimoniall, h 
Letter Patents. are never out of date - vainly and ambiciouſly t 
cover the prayſe of men, is Pharilaica!l hypocrihe; oh. x. , 
2 tonch of infidelity, which (when che ſecrers of all connſel 
ſhall be diſcovered) wil! bring with ir ſhame atd confuſion 
face be ore God and his Angels : but chat prayſe which is. of Ge 
is aterd. d with honour, glory, immortalicy, erernall lift 
{ Ob'erve Saint Parls Exhortation, Phil, 4.8. and obey it, ar 


you (hail o'tain eAbels reward and honour, Gods treftimony 


or ce tainly, .if we by paticnr centinuance in well. doing, f 


for $'9 y. we [hall finde it ; back Abel we' Sacrifice. and ſuffe 


v., 
tt 


it; coe well, 4nd: are per'e he bloodof (p1 
iſ which ſpeghndy Free Pings yew the Mag We bot. 
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PMtonſecrate and ſanAifie all our Sacrifices, ſervices, and fufferings; 
Yand make them accepred for that Sacrifice, which Jeſus Chriſt, 
\ Brhe fic borne of every Creature, offered to God the Father on 
Srha Cr-fle, tor the Salvation of Men. 
1 Ney, en:m 1m ſacrificis, que Abel & Cain prims obtulerun, 
1 manera corum Dex, ſed corda iutnchatur : Abel pacificns & 
Yirfs, dum Dee ſacrificat innocenter, docuit & careresquandeo ad 
2 Aliare munxs off:rent, fo venire cum timore Dei, enum fim- 
plice porde, cum lege jnuſttia, cum concerdrs pace, Cypr. Serm. 


Y:xc. de Orat. Doimnin. 
: 34, Part, which contains a Prayer, or Meditation; 
T Erernall Lord God, who dwelleft in the bighef® Heavens, in 


has light which is inacceſſis/s. yet admits rhy ſinful creatures 
be 'conearth to have acceſſe unto thy Throne of Gyace, by kumble 
:Y Projers and Supplycations, O thou Irfixite. all perfettion, ard 
10Y all ſwſſicrewsy, who art cloathed with Marefty and Honour, yet gra» 
wh} ci9-fly acceprs the Oblations axd devorrs f t'y faithfull ſervants, 
Gy accompanred with many imperfettion: ard weakeneſſer : 
pardon aud remit (we beſecech thee) the infirmuies and defeits 
Þ of our holy things, and let the Words of wur Monthes, and tho 
of Heditarrons of our hearts be alwayes acceptable in thy fght,O 
an} Lord owr ſtrength and onr redeemer, Compoſe onr min/s, 
i frame onr hearts into ſuch a temper of ſpirit, that with devet:on 
of fprrit, with ſubmiſſion and reverence of «ffe#:ons, with holy 
and heavenly reſolutions of ebedieuce, we may ſcrve and worſtip 
7 of #bce, that our Sacrifices be living, our - ary reaſonable, ſuck 
= may advance thy glory, and exprefſe onr ſincere repemarce, 
ard boly Fanh, We renonnce all ſuſfierency in our ſelves, al 
merit in onr workgs, and have reconrſe to thy mercy. ard thy 
Sons merits, for the acceptarce of both, We bnmbly confeſſe our 
itt perſons are burdened with an inwſinite guilt, which onr wour ded 
i Pris cannot of then ſelves ſuſtaine, O holy Jeſu. rho was 
j wounded for onr tranſgreſſions, and bore all oy iniquities, d;ſbur= 
if dew avd eleare 4 from the weight of owr finr, tche ww into the 
Tel ares of thy mer-'1, bears onr priefes, earry onr ſorrewes, that wo 
ik net into per lition, Maſter ſave we, elſe we periſh; Sonne 


ff Grd, Lars of God; then ther rakeft apcy the fx \ Ser 
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World, take away our ſin; + protcth ws from thy Fathers wrath, 
and reconcile us into bis favoxrs. Our Neures ave deeply in. 
felted with an over-fpreadexg Lepreſoe ; 6 thon the great Phy; 
cian of our Senles, waſh and cleanſe the plague of our boar; 
with thy blood, aud by the wertue of that precious application} 
rere all oxr diſtempers, heale «ll owr infiremutios * our ſinnes are 
in namber and quatity above meaſure finfub; O bely Redeemer, 
abſolve ni from thews by the Oblatien of thy Soule offered forſ 
ſinne : expiate them with thy ſatrsfattion, k;k thizs by thy death | 
and let thy righteouſneſſe be unts us for 4 garment of ſalvation, 
Our Services, Prayers, and Religious duties, are defettive and 
blemiſh:d , O al. ſafficient Saviour, by thy Incenſe aud Inter 
ceſſion, ſupply all ther defes, ſanttifis all their adherent cor 
ruptions, ax4 preſent them as acceptable Sacrifices to thy Father 
Saffey 25 not, O omuipotently graciom, and gracunſly omnipetent} 
Lord God, when we are caked, as Abel was, to ſuffer for thet, 
and for righteonſneſſe ſake, to fall away from the ſReadfaffncſſe of 
our Faith : ftrevgthen ua with all myght, by thy gloria powey 
#mto all patience, aud long ſuſſering with joyfulnefſe. Let th 

holy Spirit be our inftrutter, and comforter, that we never $ 
er:fice to any flrange Gods, that wo nover ſwerve fox the rale 
of Picty avd Juſtice, alwayes cheying thy will, alwager ſubmit 
terg to thy will, The Lord heare ws in the of trouble, 
the namc of the God of Jaceh defend ts ; fend wm belp from 
hu Sanitary, ard ſtrengthev 1 our of Sion. Remember all 
ear Offerings, and aceryt eur 'Secriffeer; O let 1 alwayes offer, 
end or thou pgratiouſly accept ; and, when thou ploaſeſt. let m 
chearefully ſuffer, and doe thou gloyionſly reward. Whatſorvey 
thy diſpenſations ſpall be, let them be in love and mercy to ws | 
avd let onr demeanonr under them, be ar becommeath the Gofpell 
of \( hrift Jeſws ; if they ſbare ont wwto adverſity, let mw take n9 
tw7. crofſe and follow thee, reſigne as felves, offer #p oxr willt 
and affeitions to thy influite wiſe and good providence : If thea 
portion out. .unto wm proſperity, let ms wet dare to Sacrifice wars 
eur: own. nets, &cribe it to our own wit or induſtry, o» carnith 
in exr own weelth or power ; but to offer ani retwine tn 
thee all we have and enjoy, in @ gratefull acknewltdgement; Yee 
evining all. froze thee, depemiing for all ow thee, weyang: ly | 
orgy ” DOD OTIS thee |- 
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Enochs. Trazſlation, 1$ 
thee, Feferrin® all wnta thee © And for all, we offi unto thy 
divine Mary enr ſoules and bodies,” orr thoughts and words, 
our Teſolntuns and attionr, our paſſions ard affetions, to be res 
gulated b: my word, ſart:fied by thy ſpirit, guided by thy conn- 
ſel, bleſſed by thy goedneſſe ; all chat we are, all that we have, 
we offer at 4a Sacrefice to thee, ard to thy ſervice, humbly be> 

| ſceching thee to approve aud accept all for the walne of that 
| Sacrifice, which thy bely Senze Jeſus offered on the Croffe fry 
the redemption of mankinde + For which great and nnexprrſſable 
eercy, we offer up unto thee the Calves of our lipe. BeIfrng, 
Glory. Hononr, and Power, be no him that fitteth ow the 
Throne, to the Lambe, and to the holy Spirit, for, ever and 
ever, Armen. : 


STSPSTEVSTSVSTSVSTSVS 
Enocns Tranſlation. | 


Heb. 7, 5+ 
By Faith Enoch was tranſlated, that he ſhould not ſee 
death, and was not found, fr, 


AY the firſt example of piery, was tl.c fir man that died; 
Enoch, the ſecond godly man in the Catologue,. the firft 
that died not : Abe/s departure, aſſures us, That thongh we 
now live, ve muſt dye; Enochs tranſlatiov, aſcertains ws, That 
though our life be changed, we ſhall live: Abel was ſnatched 
away by uanaturall violence Enoch was removed by a ſuper- 
vaturall merey : Abel by the hand of his Brother was ſevr in- 
to Heaven, Enoch was by God immediateiy aſſumed rhither : 
Abel was caſt up ina forme Exoch carried thither in a calme ; 
he to reeeive his Crown of Martyrdome, this the reward of his 
uprightnefle and fiticerity in the middeſt of a crooked ard per- 
verſe Generation, both admitted to the fruition of an vamiyar, 
. unalterable fwlicity. , Further yet, in Abe! we (ce the lad and 
- diſc6nfolate condicion of — in thir life; in Buch, their 
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Enochs Tranſiztiorn. 
glorious and happy efiate after their chang® - in the ene, chullg» 
implacable fury, boftility, and malice of the Werld againg{#n: 
' them + in the other, the incomprebenkble love and merey of 
God towards them : the firſt enfiruſts us to (erve God cone 
ftantly, in deſpight of all oppoſition, terrors or difcourage. 
ments ; the latter, aſcertaine us, that if we pleaſe God, God 
will reward our ſervices wich glory and eternity ; For, By Faith 
Enoch, &e. ©: 

According to my premiſed Mcthod, the words of the Canon 
are to be firſt explained. 

7, part, | : : 

This Ezoch was the ſame that is mentioned by Saint Jude; 
verſe 14. 't6 difference him from Exe: the ſonne of Cain, cal. 
led the ſeventh from Adam ; not as if there had been bur five 
men berwixe Adem and him, (for there was a numerous people 
herwixt chem) bur becauſe he lived in the ſeventh generation or 
age from Adm, five generations intervening that of Seth, Enos, 

eras, Mahalaleel, Jared, who begot Exech in the ſeventh age, 
4170 muxdi, 613. _ | 

The Apoftles Encomium of this Exech is taken from the hi- 
foricall relation, Ges, 5. 24. and there is no jar at all betwixt 
Moſes his hiftory, and Saint Pasls teftimony of him, 

Fndecd eAben-ezre, and generally the Jews, charge the Apoſtle 
with forgery and prevarication, and hotly urge Moſes againft 
himto prove that Enech did die, in a dire oppobition ro his, that 
be ſbowld net ſee death, and their plea rhey rake from the words 
of the Text, which (ſay they) necefſarily proves their affirma- 
tion. For thus they reaſon,all the dayes of Enoch were 365 years, 
but if he were then, or be yer living, then Aſoſes his calculation 
of Enoch: dayes were falſe, his dayes were extended to the Ape- 
ſles age, and (0 more then 365 years,and therefore Afoſes his re 

e was taken away, is not tructy cranſlated by Saint Pax, 


re, 
Fe did wot ſee death] and ſo by conſequent, Saint Pax! doth nor 
interpret, but impoſerh on Moſes what he never entended, doth 
not tranflate. Hoſes his words, bur corrnprt and offer violence t9 
them in this particular, concerning Exochs tranſlation. . ®: 
Bur in all this hear, the Jewes ſhew themſelyes Jewes, maliti- 
ouſly charging that on the Apoile, which rhe acculers are por 
itry 


| Enochs Trarſ/lation.. 
keffguilty- of, which will eafily be diſcovered by theſe following 
0WFnaniſcſoes. 
of 1. Thoſe words, «f the dayer &c. relates onely to the dayes 
2+Wbf his fleſh, but derermines noching concerning either his death, 
vr not death : the (enſe is, howſoever he was removed hence, 
hether he paſſed the ordinary gate of death, or was extraordi- 
arily conveyed away ; tis certain, before this removall, he lived 
265 yeares, which is all that can be concluded from that ex- 
preſton, and is totheir purpoſe a meer impertinency : for it fol- 
owes not,all the dayes of Enzch were 365 years, therefore Enoch 
lied, that is, his ſoule was ſeparated from his body ; this will 
dnely follow, his body was taken from the eye of men, and his 
perſon, from converſation with men of that ace ; neither can 
» that Phraſe, God took hims, beare their gloſſe. For 
2. The Apoſtles tranſlation of the phraſe is warranted by 
> ROzkelw, who thus reades it, Neg, exrm occidit eum Dems, 
he was not taken away by a ſodaine violent death, as they fan- 
e&y ; God reok not life from him as Jex« wifhed in the im- 
patiency of ſpirit, Joneb 4. 3, but took him, the whole com. 
poftum confifting of body and ſonle : and further yer, frem 
» BSmacides, Ecclel. 44. 15, who interprers it of his tranflation 
into Heaven, j«7:94, but moſt prineipally and clearely from the 
» YText it ſclfe; For 
| 1- Death is the wages of fin, not the reward of piety ; 
\ Yand his raking away. in the Text, is ſubſequent to his walking 
with God, as an extraordinary remuneration thereof, and a fig- 
all re&imony of his love and favour, 
3. Ns ſn.h phraſe is uſed concerning the departure of any 
of the ret of the+*Parriarches ; of all of them it is ſaid in ex- 
prefſe formal tertmes, that they dyed, of him onely, :har God 
forks bins, in an extraordinary favour, by an extraordinary 
way ; neither is this te be preſumed a nalliry, or appeal of thzt 
erernall Decree of the Soveraigne Lawgiver, Staturum eff one- 
nibes mori, but a diſpenſation of chat Law, which he ſubjeted 
his creatures unto, himſel'e ſtill remaining mo!t free to privis 
ledge and exempt whom he pleaſerh from the bondage of death, 
Fand ſentence of the Law ; neither doth Death in thar Sratnte 
bgnifie onely the divorce or ſeparated efate of the (oule frony 
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the bedy, but alſo is expreſſeth the exchange of a morta!l bodil 
condition, into an immertall and ſpirituall « and unlefie th; 
Genification be admitted, that Statute reacheth not. heiCeth ne: 
in that refidue which ſhall be found ar the laſt day, who fh 

not dic that is their perſons ſhall ret be diffolved, but ſha'l di 
chey ſhall be chanzed ; they ſhall ner dic in the former, th 

ſhall die in the latter ſenſe, r Theſ. 4. 17, 

3. That expreſſion [he was net, or he was not ſeen] wow co 
pereit, as Onkelos, imports fo much For if God had one! 
afumed his ſovle, as ot other dying Saints, he ight have bee 
ſeen on earth, his body had remained awong them as the de; 
bodies of AF#ecl. Seth, &c. did; which, becauſe it wa« rot to 
found, we may with good conſecuence inter, God took it will 
his toule, not his ſon'e, and left it, 

[f it be objected That it is alſo ſaid of Adofes his hody th 
it Was 2Ot to be found; the anſwer is obvious, that che caſe 
different : For of Moſes its recorded in plain termes, ther þ 
died they are the very wores of the Text, no iuch thing ſo mud 
as hinted ccncecr ins Enoch : And althevph none had mace 
diſcovery where Mee: Seprichre was, the proper «6: of it. ya” 
in generall we know, God emterred him 1n a valiey of Moab” 
Det. 24. 6. , - 

4-; God-is a God of the living ; what he is ſaid to take, i » 
is to ſhew rercy 2nd love, it is not to worle, bur perfect.che n 
condition : if he rake the ſoule, ir is to enlarge it fiom the* 
burden and bondage of the body, and to complear that effency"* 
which. it had in its/houle cf Clay : if he take thehody, ir is tc 
con'er on it a more excellent and cartain condition, to free in} 
from contingencies, infirmities, yea corruption it ſelfe. and re he 
Aore it to a life proportienable to that dignity and glory ic uh" 
afamed and advanced unto. © 

Others there arc, who though they grart, he died nor, yer | 
no means will allow him 2 p'ace ,in Heaven. bur cepfine him. t: 
Jome ſaþterrefiriall or acriall lodge, er which is moſt reseived. 3 
to Paradiſe, as (ſay they) afterwards El1as was, thereto, be xerf 
ſerved to the revelation of Antichriſt, at, or neer. the end off 6 
pe Todd, under whom they ſhall ſuffer Martysdome, yer.atJal 
ſhall preyaile againR him, and ſh be admitted into Heaven, | [5 
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But this fancy is eafly confured by the l(eries of the hiſtory of 
enc/is, tor either Exoch was one ot tha eight perſons ſaved in 
he Delage, as moſt certain it is he-was not; or if he were at 
hetime of .the Deluge in any terre incoguite, he had certainly 
zerifhed in it, Tf it he replied, That Paradiſe was a priviledged 
places by an extraordinary diſpentation,. from the generall Inan+ 
jation, Firſt this is to beg the queſtion, and to ſuppoſe thar 

hich is to be proved. Secondly, this is to pretend a miracle 

ithour warranty. Thirdly, if it were ſo, then Neah might 
ave {aved himſelfe a labor to build an Arke, and (aved himſcife 
nd children in Paradiſe, and have bad no tedious march thither. 
nd fourthly, if Exechs body were there, it might have been 
ound, and ſcen, for it was a known place in Meſopotamia ; and 
erer, the Jeſuir is of this opinion, and diſſents from Bel, and 
. Tthers of his ſociecy in this particutar, 
Orhers make Heaven the terme of his tranſlation, but yer 
, Feonceive he was advanced to the higheſt pirch of telicicy, he 
ould afcer participate, Sed ſubfrtrſſe in fun Abrama 1nſg, 
| Chriſti adventum, theſe are the words, 2nd this the conjecture 
of Peter Martyr ; but this (I conceive) though. it be dilpurable, 
\,Fyers its mot probable, irs no-abſardicy in relation, its nor error 
in Faith to hold, That God complears not the felicity of his 

{Saints at their entrance into Heaven, ſmut and ſeme!, akoge- 

Jther and ar oxce, bat by ſeveral! degrees and Claſſes advancerh 
,Jthero, as ſhil} more fully appear in the explanation of the laſt 
4 verſe of this Chapter. 

4 Bur whether God changed Ezcch in a moment. as the Kying 
© at the laſt day ſhall be, x Cor. ry. yr. 52, 1 will nor declare 
4 effrmanter, pofitively, though to me it ſeems moft probable, 
he was-not fo changed; for flefh and hlood, (thars rhe relicks 
of corruption) caninut enter into:the- Kingdom of Reaven:: ne- 
Freffarily, the body muſt” be previouſly dilpoſed' and qualified 
I with fach perfeRions and excellencies, av in ſome: meaſure are 
if anſwerahle to: Gods Majeſty ard prefence, before jr. be admit+ 
Jed imp Heaven; br pzriake glory ; even the moft innocent im= 
 perfetions ro which our bodies are ſubjeA, as hungring-thirking» 
of 2=d ſach like, ima{t be depoſited, and echer diſpolxions-ſulftiras. 
Fed ; Qur bodied mu be ſpiritualized; nor ig ſpbPdnces but id 
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Enochs Tranſlation, 
qualicies, and in their exemption from thoſe infirmicies whi 
were in this mortall eſtate er-nnaturall ro them x and this j 
eAng thought 1. r. de pece mer. & remiſſ cont, Pel. Nov cre 
Enoch & Flias in clam fpvitwalem quelitatem corports conites 
$4105, 944'is in reſurrettione pronittiter ; ard (o I leave the fig 
propolall, and deſ-end to the Dottrinall part. 

1. Encchs waking with God, was ancacedent to his ple 
ſing of Gay, to his tranfla:ion by God; if we wil: p eaſe hit 
be glerified by him we mufi feare and honour hin firſt ; 
chat thus hop:th will p»rific himſelfe, he that lo keth for n« 
Heavens, and new Earth, will be diligent co be found, & 
2 Pot. 3.12, 14. and this diligence is e-e well pleafing (ervice 
Chis is the cpiioce, in the Text. tor this w rd Ggnifies a 
enely actually co pl-ale, bat to endeavour to wake ir their fs 
dy, bu 'nefle, and delight to pleaſe ; and to i: is uit & wwyires & 
Tit, 2. 9 Tis moſt certain, if we doe finzerely eniicarvour, 
ſhall pleaſe, if we pleaſe, we ſhall be apprevee, fall be reffs1 
compenced ; this is the ſalary of righreouirele, at the end i Þ 
ſhall be well with the doers thereof, /ſay 2 10.bur if we walk afich & 
the world, the hamours fancies. and miſp:iſiens of men. the f; 
ſhiovable chriving, and applacded fins of the times, it we cr mx 
Ply with the intereſts and paſſions of others for our own wore 
ly ends to the diſhonour of Re'igien, prejudice and diladvar 
tage of cur neighbours, we endeavour to pleaſe men. not God 
Wwe 2:e rot inallthings willing. that is. reſolving ard endeavou 
ing to live honefily, which in the ApgoHles account, is the greag] &: 
evidence of « good eonſcience, Heb. 13 18. we walk after thy a 
fleſh, and we know Saint Paws judgement is authenticke, Ga 
5. 21. whereas if we live in the feaze of God, walke after the 
(ſpirit, there is no condemnation, Rem. $8. 1. If we will wa 
expgs, exaRtly, Eph 5, 15, we wult walke by rule, P6iL 3.16 
then all ſhall be bleſſed here, and hereafier : awba/a, walke be 
fore me (faith God) Gen, 17."1. and be thou perfeR ; ſince; 
here, and happy hereafter ; godly here, glorious hereafter, .* 

2. Emcchs integrity, and oxaRt converiation, and that 
an Age when fin was predominant, and the whole world lay it 
wickedneſle, verifies the ApoRiles affertions, The juft fhal. ts 
by Faith ; Faith isthe ſubliance, for what but his Faith keys 
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Ezochs Troefatras. 
kim anſpunted from the World, moved him vo walk in 2 tia 
metrical oppoſition to the wayes of the World 2 what but tns 
Faith caughc Him to contemne the World, and all the gandy 

ntaſtick vanities of it, all the carnall pleaſures and enjoy- 


iY ments of «? what but his Faich proveked and perſmaded him 


co walk wiſely in the middeſt of a crooked and perverſe ge- 
Neration ? what but his Faith, which overcame the world, mg- 


a Kered his affeftions, ſequeſited his chonghts from the honours, 


profits. pleaſures chereof, and (er him on keaven and heavenly 


J.chings? bis Faich cold and coftru&ed him, that the World is 
C 


but a Scheame, that paſleth away, x Eprff, of John 2. 17. 


ij x Cor. 7. 3t. all its honours end in ſhame and diſhonour, 
ell its profits ia want and milery, all its pleaſures in beter» 
i# acc and anxiety; and this enformation refirained him from 


g greedy refileſle purſuite after the World ; his Faith aſcertained 
him, that co be carnally minded, is death ; to walke after the 


F ſpirit, is life ; that the wayes of the wieked are degruRive, 
& pernicious wayes, 2 Pet.2.2. a woe attending them, Jude xx, 


that the walke of the ma (though many ot chew walke like 


the peſtilence in darkeneſle) is enmity to the Croflle of Chriſt, 


mM P61, x. 18. the path that leadeth to the chambers of death-; 


and therefore he declined their pathes, would not follow a mil. 
zirade © dur eyill ;.well he knew, that great is the reward"vf 


{I xightcouſneſle ; he that beleevech, (hall nor be aſhamed, ſhall 


pot be confounded ; his paticnt expeRation ſhall not be fraftra- 
ted, God will preſerve him, and ſave bim, and glorific him ta 
all ecernity : and upen this conſideration, be ordered his con- 
yerſation arigbt, he walked with God while he lived here, and 


I now ceſts from his labours, and liverh with Cod in-peace and 


happineſle to all eternity, i& rerreva ſapiant, Ee. ſaith Cyprian, 
lec choſe dote on the World who either know rot. or look not 


for Heaven; thoſe who ſeek for erernity, fleight the World, 


leave all, and follow Chrift, 3a:th. 4. 22. (ol. 3. x- you have 


"N a moſt weighty exhortation, to holy and heavenly mindednefle, 


$vhich may. well rake up your thoughts and medications. 
5. End Faith obtained more then it aymed at, not onely 


Þ liberate from the bordage of mortality, and the ſoon after 


4 e=luipg icfirution ; bu aiſe an unexpeacd gagyeyance into 
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Heaven : God doth abundantly to rhe Belcevers, Dves at 
above what his Faich can think or aske. Tis true, our Faith 
peſts not the fame way, looks nor at the (ame paſſe into He 
ven ; yet will procure that happinefle to us whick will de it 
finitdy ſarisfaftory ; che Toute of the Beleever is immediacel 
after ity(ſeperacien cranflated into Heaven : and his body(thoug 
Gor the preſent Ainmhering in the Grave) ſball awake into 
glorious reſarre&ion, Hob. 6.40. and be unired unto the for 
znd fo 'bock ſhall be indefeaſably ſeized of etermall felicitic 
the fight and fruition of God, Thus Azgaſtine Gb, r5. de (| 
Dei, cop,7y. Enoch tranſlatio neſtre dedicationis oft prafigura 
latis , que quillem jam falta eff in Chrifto capite anftro, q 
fe refurrexit, ue non moriatus aherins, ſed etiam ipfa tranſ 
oft, reftat altera dedicatio univerſe domns ; quando orit 
Foſurreitio, non mortnorum ampline. 
4+ Evoch was taken away, when he had livedbat a moi 
of chat age, which the reft of his contemporaries had indulge 
to them ; it is many times a great mercy to be taken awa 
from preſent and future evills, Indeed, old age, and long li 
are the bleſſings of God, yer ſuch onely as are common, an 
are not fimply defireable of themſelves, bur in reference ar 
_ order to other ends and uſes ; and certainely. Death it ſelſc 
(if we reflet on the advantages, we gaine by «, whether d 
liverance from the contagiens wickednefſes, or fad diftemper 
of the calamitous time we paſſe below, or the immediate po 
feſlion and enjoyment of the ſucceeding fſelicities in Heaven 
eannor be ſarmi.ed a fofle, bur an exchange or trafque ; not a 
effeX of Gods ſeverity and wrath, bur « priviiedge of grace 
and merey : elſe Saint Panlr, Cwpio difſobvi.&s. Phil. 3. 273 
would b: a raſh, if nor deſperate wiſh, concupiſcentia carne 
which was indeed moſt pions and rationall-; for what ſo hig 
complement of love, as to defire to be with Chriſt ? what 
more reaſonable ſaite, then ro Petition an exchange of Earth 
for Heaven ; cortainty, for uncertainty ; miſery for endleffe felj 
eity ? to leave the ſociety of men, wicked men, tyrants, ent 
perſecucors ; abſurd unreaſonable men, as the Apoſile files them 
und'be admirred inco the company of inrumerable Ang an ; 
Saints, of Chi, bis holy Apoſtics, Confelſors, and -- rely) 
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Enochs Trayfaties, 27 
O then lerus nor feare a7 6an, fer us not grieve ar the dear 

of orhery, as if we were without hope ; bur les us refolve, 

that Death is rhe end of our Pilgrimage, the finiſhing our courſe, 

the bringing us te onr fathers houſe; and Bleſſed are the dead 
which die 1m tbe Lord. 

5: Enoch: Faith, was an operative, obedientiall Faith, it 
tanght and direſted higa to pleaſe God ; Vt rransforretur carſa 
uo fas, qued ptacntt Deo, wt placerat Dio, ambulavit cum Dad 
_ bediens 0106 volnntati, wt ambularet cam Deo, canſa fun ejne 
_ Haymn, i» /ev. his Faith fer him on obedience to God ; 

is obedicnee pleafed him ; and becauſe he pleaſed him, there- 
fore he alſo eranflared him : No matter then whether we pleaſe 
amen, or ©o, lets ftndy and endeavonr to pleafe God, to feeve 
him wwyire; with reverence and godly feare. in the Apoſtles ex- 
preifion, Heb, 13.28. and we ſhall be ſare, af things, the worſt 
of things, rribnlation, diſtreffe, perſecution. famine, nakednefſe, 
tl ſmord, avd death it ſcife, ſhall worke together for good to me, 
Rorn, $. 2$. If men ſcorne and forſake us, the Heavenly Quire 
will entertgaine and welcome ns ; If the World deride, hate, 
and perſequte us, Apgels will delight and rejoyce in us, God 
will beſtow a name and an inheritance which ſhall nor be 
tzken from us, he will favour and preſerve us. Build, O build 
np your ſelves in- your moſt holy Faith, and in the end, you 
ſhall receive the end of your hopes, the reward of your labors 
and ſafferings, Etervall Lite, For the obtaining of whick, lec 
ns in the laſt place Pray. 

Per Abelem morts ſententiam demonſtr avir Dew offe certans ; 
Per Enoch. a#tem. imdrcavit remperariams cam ſeutentiam, neo 
tu ſexpeternnn duranraw, catorum obelendam olim mortens ; 
Proinde, quod vivens tranſlatns oft, & qued vivit, ſcimws: Ubi 
avtem, & quemods, incertam, Scriptura hog non patefatiente, 
Theoph. in loc, 


34. Part. The Prayer, or Meditation: 


Moſt pleriow Lord God, who art infinitely holy, mereiful, 
A and ry who delightef® in mercy, aud dos om 


MY repoyecth againf judgement ; from whoſe geadneſe every good 
all E 3 p mY .. 
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« | aft Enochs Ti | 2t10n« | 
| «nl prrfc# gift #* derived, avid with whom there tt me wariab! 9 
weſſe, no7 (hadow of change ; who infinitely rewardeft the fins | 
endeavonre of thy ſervants with Eternity, and doſt abundantige 
for them above what they can aikhe or thinke, Enoch, bs co 
fidexce, heyt himfelfe nrſfetted of the World, when it lay i 
wickedneſſe, he ſeparated himſeife from all confideracy and af 
ciation with it ; when the ungod'y walked on every fide, be fo 
fowed the wayes of Righteenſueff ; #here and when ſinne abou 
ded, grace in him did ſnperabound ; be walked before thee C 
God of Righteouſnefſe, and then wer! pleaſed by « Miracle of 
mercy to remove bims from the world and ſane, ard aſſume bt 
Snta Heawen that way none had paſſed before, and poeſſeſſe him 
thy glory and fulneſſe, O then the God of all Power ſtrength 
us by the aſſiſfance of the ſame grace, tw foliw bu holy exa 
ple, that ſo alſo we may follow him in the place of bolin fe, th 
Throne of Gods Glory aud Majeſly Reftraine and prevent 
by thy Grace, that we walke not in the wayes of the wthed, w 
ond nos nwpon earthly vanities and poſſeſſions, we have no felloweh 
ſhip with the nnfraitfall workss of darkeneſſe. Ifif# by u) 
Grace, that we walke as the (bildrew of Light, ear treaſure b 
ing Heaven, the reward of boly living, we may not have os 
portion in this World; that having made our acquaintance w:t 
thee, and living and dying 1n the wnity of the beiy Cathol:gu 
Charch, and in the Communion of Saints, me may have remi 
Bon of ony finnes : eAnd when thes ſhalt be pleaſed to remove 
w hence, we may live with thee eternal'y, and be partakers of 
the inheritance of the Saimts in hght, we may be adnitted into 
the ſociety of the holy Angels, of Enoch a»d of the reſt of thei 
glorified Saints : Deliver mw (O Lord) from the power of th 
darkineſſe, and ſo tranſlate us 1mto the Kingdowe of thy dearthe 
Sowne ; that then with the holy Angels and bleſſed Sum r 
147 ſpend a whole Eternity in ſingrag Prayſes to thy great a 
lorions name, who /iveff for ever and 'ever ; and bleſſed be th 
v4 7 and undivided Trwity, now and for ecerm:re, Aren, © 
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Noans Arke. 


Heb. rr. 7. 


yy Faith Noah being warned of God of things zot ſeen as 
yet, moved with feare, prepared an Arke to the ſaving of 
his houſe, by the which he condemned the world, and be- 
came heire of the righteoaſneſſe which # by Parth, 


He third Canonized Saint in Saint Pauls Catalogue is 
| Noah, one perſe# in his Generation, net onely coram be- 
inbus, before men, ſed pre hominibds coram Deo, rnore then 
TÞHer. before God, Ger. 7, xr. this is Gods imony of him, 
en, 6, g. a Preacher of Righteonſncſſe, both by words and lite ; 
his Saint Peters Elogie of him, 2 Per, 2.5. the Heire of Righ= 
#/xefſe, in this Apoſtles expreſſion in this place; whoſe holy 
BFaith procured him a (alvation different from the mercies which 
re befowed on eAbet and Enoch, the ſame Faith bur noted 
ere and diverfified by diſcriminating a&ts and objeas. Abelr 
eFaich ſanRified his Obiatien, and furniſhed him with (pirituall 
races, perſeverance in well-doing, and the patience of hope, 
Fas the Apofile Phraſeth, x Thef. x, 3.) for well doing; andafter, 
eFhis work of Faith. acquired him him an inheritance amo 
Thoſe who are ſantified by Faith, Enochs Faith wrought righe 
couſneſſe, and immediately advanced him into Heaven, ant 
referred him to a tranſcendent dignity, and by an extraordinary 
of merey, poſſeiied him of eternity, Neahs.Faith procu- 
him temporall advantages. preferved him and his 'famil 
rom outward ruine, when the unsodly World, yea, a World's! 
Aibgodly men periſhed by the Deluge. . 46-4: Faith-armed hit 
'® i Þ pati-nce againſt the afſaa!ts of his Brothers cruelty, fo 
Fath Jetcnded him ag:inſt the ovcrflowings of ungedlivefſier 


- * 


Noahs eArke. 
ſenced him with innoeeney, Noabs Faith ranght him pro 
denee, to prepare an Arke againſt a ftorme, and preſerved highe 
from che overflowings of che great deeps : Tis true, the direþ 
and primary objeRot Faith, is eternity; yet even temporal! 
liverances are ſubordinately and ſecondarily conſidered}; ir is aff 
a&X of Faith co overcome the World, bur the bigheſt operatic 
is che purchaſe and acquiſition of Heaven : Godlineffe bath if 
promites of this life, that now is, and of that whieh is to comſſer 
I Tim, 4,9, even temporall enjoyments, are objes of our ( 
fires, and of our hopes, ſo long as the preſervation of health a 
lite hall be a merey and bleſſing to us ; and Faith not onely bir 
us to the daties of Religion, but to a diligent provilion for 
{elves and relatives, x Tis, 5. 8, Thedirc® then, and proper 
of Abel Faith, was patience ; the reward, bleſſedneſſe, Afar. 
10, The at of Enoch; Faith, was holinefle of life ; the rewark 
Vikon of God, 4ſ{art.5.8. The «# of Noah: Faith, providence 
che reward, Preſervation. Fer by Faith Noah, &c, 

1, Part. ThegExpoſition of the Words. 

Being warned of God, and it was no ſuddaine, ng ſho 
warning ; the prediRjon bearey date before the event 120 year 
The warning was given (Gez. 6. 3.) in the 480 yeare currant 
Negh; life, Lamech his Father being 662, and Aſerbaſelab 
Grandfather 849 years old ; and the Deluge happened nor 
tho 6co yeare currant of Neeb, Gen. 7.6. 

» Of things not as yet ſeen. and ſo not foreſeen by bumane wiſgio 
dame. or diſcoverable by any rules of arr, the fore-told eyent wie 
beyond tlie reach of the deepefh Politirian, and the $kill of th 
moſt exaft Artict, Tndeed, an obſerving man- might have ſeaffe 
the finy of that Age, and that place where he lived, to. be ri; 
fer judgement, _ ery loud for vengeance ; but he could nay: 
ſecs that all Fleſh had corrupted ir ſelte, nar reaſorably-preſu 

it ; and cherefore neither could he foreſee. that, a!l Fleſh ſhonl 
be deftroyed by Water at ſach a period of- rime; nor reaſonablf 
prefurpe, thar God would execute rhe ſeverity of his wrath i 
rbat height and rigour, - The Artiſt poſlibly mighg by che conn 
junRion of the Celeſtiall bodies preſage great Floods, aud Inuage! 
gations rd happen at or neer about that determivate tinds ; bur b 
gonld nor ſo much as guedſe or divine, that ſo viglent at irruptidl 


Noahs eArbte. 
the ſprings and heads of Waters ſhould follow as wonld drain 


hem, and the Warer which was bound in the Clouds, /sb 26.8. 


ireſÞonld deſcend in cataraRts for forty naturall dayes, and cover 


moſt monnrainous parts of the earth; that the Waters above 


id beneath within the Earth, aad the Clonds, ſhould com{pire 


deftra&ion of the World ; or that the Ayre would melc and 
iffolre it ſelfe into Water, or that this Deluge would be ſo uvi+ 
ſall, happen at once in all parts and places of the World; 
e, nor none of theſe, eonld che chiefeſt Magitian, either 
ncy, or Prognofticke, no ordinary or naturall znflnenees or 
owers (though theſe might have cheic helping and furthering 
ſualcy)brought this leng derided juadgerem ; but the extra» 
dinary hand of the great God of Heaven and Earth, he onely 
Dore whoſe Eyes all things paſt, preſent, and to come are 


tked) in his infinice wiſedome forc-ſaw it, he in his infinite 


dodneſle to mankinde foretold it, and in his moſt juſt radpe- 
ent, for the finne of man, fent ir. Ges, 6. 19. For if this ſad 
ent conld have been foreknown, this would have much added 
d the Worlds condemnation, but rauch derrafted from the ex- 
lency of Noah: Faith ; it wonld have heem a flender commen- 


" 
ation of Noabs Faith, and this inftance a weake prooie af the 


poſiles ſnppoſitnm, verſe x. Faith i the evidence of things ned 
en, if Noah had,or might have had a Mathernaticall demon- 
ration of this warning of Ged. Burt Neab had Gods deelgra- 


(gion for it and he roeke it on Gods word, which the npbe- 
vaeeving World derided, and while they jeered and mocked at the 


diction (perhaps beeauſe the Starrs could not reveale this 
ret) he feared and expeRed the event, depending on Gods 


in eracity and power, he beleeved the revelation (for it was a 


if 


} 


y 


, 


mſly and reldgion y obſerving the divine vaticiny* 
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zrning from God) therefore feared the denunciation, /adnbs- 
un habait eventnns, quod Dens eventnrum predixetat, gued 
ines ſecars ut fubnlam ridebaut, & Noah, ro quod wetuit, us 

anzm irridebant, Eraſra. Paraphr. 
"Evan; being cirenmſpeR and cantions —_— 
Or, as We 


with feare; or downright with the Valgar, fear» 


eaJe it, mov 


\- it is all one: for feare firikes men into religions'Moaghes; 


T”d » 


God ; Primss (ns erbe Deor focus timor, and wer 


C3 » 2% 


Nozbs EARL. 


wary 20d wile in all cheir nndertakings, and meft ſeduluas 
carefull co avoide imminent and approaching dangers : and 
followes,fearing he prepared,&e. bis Faich moved him to fea 
and bis feare moved him to undertake the Fabricke. Some 
deed place a Comma after fearing, and thus reade the words, 
gue nendum videbantur veritas, or metuens, taking the foregoi 
elauſe into the ſenſe of this word, feared rhe. elijrg nat ſeen, | 

I take the ordivary reading to be tullerand clearer, be bee 
the things wot ſeen,and thereupon feared, and fearmg, he pr 
red,Fe. his preparation proceeded trom his feare and his fe{$; 
from his Faith. But what > doth Faith worke fears ; is not rep& 
of Conſcience,in the ſenſe bf Gods love, the chiefcſt produd 
von of Faich? and doth noc thizexclude feare ? 

The reſolntion is eaſie, and at hand, That though che pri 
pall effect of Paith be love, and complacency inthe love of Gai 
yer eventhis doth preſappoſe the full & adzquate objeR of Fai 
which is every revelation and propoſitien of God, the hiftorifhj 
precepts, promiſes, and threatnings of God, Faith makes uſeſhe 
any,or all oftheſe, according ts the exigency and eonditien of t 
ſub;et, The Beleever relics on the Promiles, for his hope 
confidenec ; applyes the menaces and judgements. to feare 
decline them; obſerves the hiftories for belieſe,and the precey 
for obedience; be yeilds a full aſſent to all Gods aftirwation 
checretull dependanee on all his Promiſes, an nniforme cbec 
ence to all his Precepts, and an humbled awe to all his rhreah; 
mings : For Faich in his full latitude and extent, reſpects all aq , 
every one of theſe; and therefore Faith doth not exclude fe4thre 
bur beger and nouriſh ir. And thus Neah beleeved all that Cj; 
propoled, and particularly, having denounced wrath to comhg 
therefore necefſarily he: muſt. feare ; and his feare comply, 
with all the other ſpecified conſiderations ; for as be fearF;y 
the threatned Delnge, ſo he beleeved Gods prediction concerthes 
ing it ; and accordingly as-God commanded, he prepared &nj 
Arke, was confident, that as Ged had promiſcd, fo-lfnc 

he would moſt aflurecly preſerve him and his famil.,y 
en the feare of a melancholy man which ſodiftrac 
arbes his mind, that ke cannot. berhipke 'bimſel! 
or remedy, but alwayes ſuſpects, and.is jeatous of the 
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onhs eLke. 


meter whicharemband, as ex>eriencerefufres; when awe 
ovided Asmy betrayeth it{elfe by a Panick feaxe, nor the feare 
' a drowning man, whoſe reaſon is ſo-{uddenly, and wholly ſur- 
ized, rhat 1t is altogetaer uſelefle ro him ; Neither was it a 
Fare of deſpaire, or diſtruſt, like that ef damned Spirics, for this 
highly injurious to God, cyen a demiall, or doubting of his 
| UÞre and goodneſie ; but it was a teare of Providence and. cir- 
SimipeRion for himſelte and family ; of reverence and affetion 
God ;zandcertainely, this affeQion, it right ſer, have irs true 
je#,and wiſely moderated,have irs juſt temper, hath very much 
PE Religion in it, and is a maine infirument in the converſion 
W che foule ro God, and afterwards ſetling and confirming ir ; 
at which Faith firſt worketh by, is the terrors of the Law ; and 
at which keepeth our Faith in obedience,is the feare of wrath; 
His is one principle and foundation of this work of onr conver 


aifon, for it makes men defirons ro prevent, que «d poſſe, the' 
ciills they dread, and layes a refiraint upon their Spirits ; and 
ſehough Faitk Rands ner here, but advanceth higher, Rirring up” 


f th the ſoule epprehenfions of love and mercy ; yer here it uf» 
ly begins, as appeareth from the demeanor of Saint Peters 
pnverts, Aﬀs 2. 37. and Saint Panls, Alt; rg, 17. 18. 19. 
Thus the firſt motive of the Ninivites repentance, was a Ser- 
on of feare; the next and moſt immediate, an axiome of ove ; 
The can tell, if God will, fc. Jonah 3. g. Bur 1 digrefſe, and 
ill ceturne to Noahs feare, to ſhew wherein it confifted. 
UJ x, It was 2 preapprehenfion of thoſe evills which God had 
*4hrearned, and this however a nacurall affefion to feare thoſe 
Giills, which we expett, yer is not finfull, but commendable, 
0\1d profitable, leading us («t ſets trahit poſt ſe filum, in Saint 
wenſtines expreſion) ro ſerious thoughts of Gods Power, 
ach, Juice ; and ſo diſpoſerh ns to feek and enquire for his 
ercy and goodneſle : Ir expelleth carnal! ſecurity, idleneſle, and 
nſualicy, the putting far away the evill day, 4mos 6. 3. and 
'Sngageth-ro provide againſt a orme, Hanee it is (aid, /f « 4 
refull thing to fab into the hands of the living Lord, Hebe., 
$21. The beſt, ſinne, and ſo deſerve wrath, and (6 need of this 
fon, to fears, and to fly from wrath to come : and' 
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ro 


hath denounced woe, Woes againſt all Gigbolicnce, hens 
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wary 20d wile in all their undertakings, and meft ſeduloas 
carefull co avoide imrainent and approaching dangers: and 


followes,fearing he prepared,&e. bis Faich moved him to fea 


and bis feare moved him to undertake the Fabricke. Some 
deed place a Comma after fearing, and thus reade the words, 
gue nendum videbantur veritas, or metuens, taking the foregoi 
Clauſe into the ſenſe of this word, feared rhe cling rat ſeen, | 
I take the ordivary reading to be tullerand clearer, be bele 
the things wot ſeen,and thereupon feared, and fearmg, he pr 


red, Fc. his preparation proceeded trom his feare and his fe{$; 


from his Faich. But what > doch Faith worke fears ; is not rep 
of Conſcience,in the ſenſe of Gods love, the chietcft produd 
oa of Faich? and dath noc thisexclude feare ? 

The reſolntion is eaſie, and at hand, That though the pri 
pall effea of Paith be love, and complacency inthe love of 


yer even thisdoth preſauppole the full & adzquate objeRt of Fai - 
which is every revelation and propoſition of God, the hiftorigh; 
precepts, promiſes, and threatnings of God, Faith makes uſeſhe 


any,0r all ofrheſe, according ts the exigency and condition of 
ſub;et, The Beleever relies on the Promiles, for his hope 


| 


gonfidenec ; applyes the menaces and judgements. to feare a 


decline them; obſerves the hiftories for belieſe,and the precez 


for obedience; be yeilds a full aſſent to all Gods aftirwations 


checretull dependanee on all his Promiſes, an uniforme cbec 


ence to all his Preceprs, and an humbled awe to all his rbreaþ; 


'mings - For Faith in his full latitude and extent, reſpeets all 
every one of theſe; and therefore Faith doch not exclude fes 
bur beger and nouriſh ir. And thus Nea} beleeyed all that G 


Jl 


propoled, and particularly, having denounced wrath to comhe 


therefore necefſarily he: muſt feare ; and his feare comply 
with all the ether ſpecified conſiderations ; for as he fear 
the threatned Delnge, ſo he beleeved Gods prediction conce 


ſt 
e 


ing it ; and accordingly as-God commanded, he prepared &$+ 


Arke, the was confident, that as Ged had promilcd, fol 


that meanghe would moſt afluregly preſerve him and his fami 
it was notthen the feare of a melancholy man which ſodifr 


and tbes his miad, that ke cannot. bethinke bimſelte' | 


| voy calVor remedy, buy alwayes ſuſpects, and.is jeatous ofthe 
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eheywhicharemband, as experiencerefufres; when awe 
ovided Asmy betrayeth itielfe by a Panick feaxe, nor the feare 
' a drowning man, whoſe reaſon is ſo-ſuddenly, and wholly ſur- 
ized, rhat 1t 4s altogetaer uſelefle ro him ; Neither was it a 
Fare of deſpaire, or diſtruſt, like that ef damned Spirits, for this 
highly injurious to God, cyen a deniall, or doubting of his 
Src and goodnelie ; but it was a tearg of Providence and. cir- 
mipeRion for himſelfe and family ; of reverence and affe&tion 
God ;zandcertainely, this affeQtion, it right ſer, have its rrue 
je#,and wiſely moderated,have irs juſt temper, hath very much 
' Religion in it, and is a maine infirument in the converſion 
W the {oule ro God, and afterwards ſetling and confirming ir ; 
Hat which Faith firſt workerh by, is the terrors of the Law ; and 
"hat which keepeth our Faith io obedience,is the feare of wrath; 
Tis is one principle and foundation of this work of onr conver. 
aifon, for ir makes men defirons ro prevent, gue «d poſſe, the 
Yiills they dread, and layes a refiraint upon their Spirits ; and' 
{ſehhough Faith Rands net here, but advanceth higher, Rirring up” 
ff th the ſoule apprehenfions of love and mercy ; yer here it ufu- 
e Mflly begins, as appeareth from the demeanor of Saint Peters 
e nverts, Aﬀs 2. 37. and Saint Paris, Atts rg, 17. 18. 1g. 
ceAhus the firſt motive of the Ninwvites repentance, was a Ser- 
non of feare; the next and moſt immediate, an ax1ome of eve ; 
Xa ho can tell, if God will, fc. Jonah 3. g. But 1 digrefſe, and 
i2ahill returne to Neahbs feare, to ſhew wherein it confifted. 
| a. x, It was 2 preapprehenfion of thoſe evills which God had 
*4hreatned, and this however a naturall affe&ion to feare thoſe 
Ghiills, which we expett, yer is not finfull, but commendable, 
ond profitable, leading us («t ſets trahit poſt ſo filum, in Saint 
lyWAugeſtixes expreſion) ro ſerious thoughts of Gods Power, 
'a!Trath, Jukice z and ſo diſpoſerh ns to feek and enquire for his 
hercy and goodneſſe - Ir expelleth carnall ſecurity, idlenefle, and 
da Snſualicy, the putting far away the evill day, 4mos 6. 3. and 
'Sngageth'to provide againſt a forme, Henee it is (aid, /t & 4 
refwll thing to fall inte the hands of the living Lord, Heber, 
t, The beſt, ſinne, and ſo deſerve wrath, and (6 need of this 
Hon, to fears, and ts fly from wrath to come : and bocauſe 
"2 ih denounced woe, Woes _=_ all Globedience, i - | 
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Enochs Tranſiztion. 

Gal wrrfX oift i derived, avd with whom there it ne wariabihee* 
a” 2 fk of change ; who infinite'y rewardef# the fi J 
endeauonrs of thy ſervants with Eternity, and doſt abunda Pp. 
for them above wht they can aihe or thinke, Enoch, bs co 
fdexce, heyt himſelfe unſfetted of the World, when it lay i 
wickedneſſe, he ſeparated himſe:fe from all confideracy and af 
ciation with it ; when the ungod'y walked on every fde, be fo 
lowed the wayes of Righteenfuf ; where ard when ſinne abou 
ded, grace in him did ſwyerabound ; be walked before thee ( 
God of Righteouſnefſe, and then wert pleaſed by a Miracle off 
mercy ts remove bins from the world and fiance, ard aſſume bt 
inta Heawen that way zone had paſſed before, and poſſeſſe him 0 
thy glory and falneſſs O thou the God of all Power. ſtrength 

us by the aſſiſtance of the ſame grace, to fol!w bis holy exa 
ple, that ſo alſo we may follow him tn the place of holin fe, th 
Throne of Gods Glory and Majeſty Refiraine and prevent 

by thy Grace, that we walke nat in the WAJes of the withed, w 

ond nor npon earthly vanities and poſſeſſions, we have no fellowel 
fhip with the nnſrnitfull workss of darkeneſſe. AIfifpt by 21) 
Grace, that we walke as the (bildren of Light, oar treaſure b 
S##g Heaven, the reward of holy wing, we may not have os 
portion in this World; that having made our acquaintance mth 
thee, and living and dyig in the wnity of the heiy Catholiqu 
Charch, and in the Communion of Saints, me may have remifhh 
Son of ony finnes : eAnd when thex ſhalt be pleaſed to remove 

ws hence, we may live with thee eternal'y, and be partakers offor 
the inheritance of the Sams in hght, we way be adnitted intolfy 
the ſociety of the holy Angels, of Enoch ard of the reſt off thekt 
glorified Saints : Deliver w (O Lord) from the power of 
dark:neſſe, and ſo tranſlate us 1mto the Kingdowe of thy dearth 
Sowne ; that then with the holy Angels and bleſſed Sams 
47 ſpend a whole Eternity in ſingrag Prayſes to thy great as 

lorions name, who /iveſt for ever and ever ;, and bleſſed be th 
}; aud nndi vided T rwity, new and for ECETIITE, Arn.en, | 


! 
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Noans Arke. 


Heb. 1r. To 


&) Faith Noah being warned of God of things wot ſeen as 
yet, moved with feare, prepared an Arke to the ſaving of 
his houſe, by the which he condemned the world, and be- 
came heire of the righteoaſneſſe which ts by Parth, 


J He third Canonized Saint in Saint Pauls Catalsgne is 

Noah, one perſeR in his Generation, net onely coram be- 
inbus, before men, ſed pre hominibds cram Deo, more then 
er. before God, Ger. 7, xr. this is Gods rfimony of him, 


en, 6, 9. a Preacher of Righteonſncſſe, both by words and lite ; 
his Saint Peters Elogie of him, 2. Pet, 2.5. the Heire of Righ« 
#ſzefſe, in this Apoſtles expreſſion in this placez whoſe holy 
Faith procured him a (ſalvation different from the mercies which 
ere beftowed on eAbet and Enoch; the ſame Faich bur noted 
ere and diverfified by diſcriminating a&ts and objeas, Abelr 
eFaich ſanRified his Ob'/atien, and furniſhed him with (piritrall 
races, perſeverance in well-doing, and the patience of hope, 
as the Apoftle Phraſeth, x Thef. x, 3.) for well doing; and after, 
eFhis work of Faith, acquired him him an inheritance among 
fthoſe who are ſanfified by Faith, Enochs Faith wrought righ- 
Fkcouſneſſe, and immediately advanced him into Heaven, ant 
referred him to a tranſcendent dignity, and by an extraordinary 
of merey, poſſeiied him of eternity, Noxhs.Faith procu- 
$&d him temporall advantages. preſerved him and his family 
rom outward ruine, when the ungodly World, yea, a World's 
kngodly men periſhed by the Deluge. 46-1: Faith-armed hirn 
Þi i p2ti-nce againſt the afſau!rs of his Brothers cruelty, Ex6n 
Fh Jetcnded him ag:inft the over floyings of ungodlipeſie! 


* —-—- 


Noahs eArke, 
ſenced him with innoeeney, Noabs Faich taught him pre 
denee, to prepare an Arke againtt a fiorme, and preſerved ki 
from the overflowings of che great deeps : Tis true, the dirghor 
and primary obje&ot Faith, is eternity; yet even temporal 
liverances are ſubordinately and ſecondarily confidered; it is 
a of Faith to 6vercome the World, bur che higheſt operatic 
1s che purchaſe and acquiſition of Heaven : Godlinefſe hath t 
promites of this life, that now is, and of that whieh is to con 
I Tim, 4, ?. cven teraporall enjoyments, are objets of our 4 
fires, and of our hopes, ſo long as the preſervation of health 
lite ſhall bea merey and bleſſing to us ; and Faith not onely bir 
us £0 the daties of Religion, buc to a diligent proviſion for c 
ſelves and relatives, x Tim, 5. $, Thedirc® then, and proper 
of Abels Faith, was patience ; the reward, bleſſedneſſe, Afar. 
10. The at of Enoch; Faith, was holinefle of life; the rew 
Viion of God, 4ſ{at.5.8. The «# of Noah: Faith, providence 
che reward, Preſervation. Fer by Faith Noah, &c, 

1, Part. ThegExpoſition of the Words. 

Being warned of God, and it was no ſuddaine, na ſhof 
warning ; the predi&ion bearey date before the event 120 yea 
The warning was given (Ges. 6. 3.) in the 480 yeare currant 
Negh; life, Lamech his Father being 662, and Aſerhbaſeleh 
Grandfather $49 years old ; and the Deluge happened not 
tho 6co yeare currant of Neb, Gen. 7.6. 

.. Of things not 4s yet ſeen, and ſo not foreſeen by humane wilt 
dame. or diſcoverable by any rules of arr, the fore-told eyent we 
heyond the reach of the deepef Politirian, and the $kill of tt 
moſt exaf Artiſt, Indeed, an obſerving man- might have ſea 
the fins of that Age, and that place where he lived, to.be rip 
fer judgement, _ ery loud for vengeance ; but he could nc 
ſec, that all Fleſh had corrupted ig ſelte, nar reaſopably -preſurnſjurs 
it ; and cherefore neither could he foreſee. that, a!l Fleſh ſbayl 
be deſtroyed by Water at ſach a period of- rime; nor reaſonabliþſ+ 
preſurpe, thar Cod would execute the ſeverity of his wrath" 
rbat height and rigour, The Artiſt poſſibly might by the conpul 
junRion of the Celeſtiall bodics preſage great Floods, aud Inuaye 
gations rd happen at or neer about that determivate time ; bur hi 
gould nor ſo much az guedle or divine, that ſo viglent an irruptic 


infowers (thou 


Noahs eArkte. 
the ſprings and heads of Waters ſhould follow as wonld drain 


agpem, and the Water which was bound in the Clouds, /eb 26.8. 
Sonld deſcend in cataraQts for forty naturall dayes, and cover 


moſt monnrainons parts of rhe earth; that the Waters above 


id beneath within the Earth, aad the Clouds, ſhould com{pire 
l 


deftra&ion of the World ; or that the Ayre would melc. and 
flolve it ſelfe into Water, or that this Deluge would be ſo uni» 
ſall, happen at once in all parts and places of the World; 
©, nor none of theſe, eonld che chiefeſt Magitian, euuber 
ney, or IS, no ordinary or naturall znfluenees or 
gh theſe might have cheir helping and furthering 
ſualty)brought this leng derided judgernem ; but the extra» 
dinary hand of the great God of Heaven and Earth, he onely 


.Þcfore whoſe Eyes all things paſt, preſent, and to come are 


ked) in his /infinice wiſedome fore-ſaw ie, he in his infinice 
podneſſe to mankinde foretold it, and in his moſt juſt pndpe- 
at, for the finne of man, fent it. Gew, 6, 19. For if this {ad 
ent could have been foreknown, this would have much added 
d the Worlds condemnation, bur much derrafted from the ex- 


Þllency of Noobs Faith ; it wonld have been a flender commen- 


tion of Noebs Faith, and this inftance a weake proote af the 


| poſiles ſnppoſitnm, verſe x. Faith is the evidence of things ned 


en, if Noah had,oer might have had a Mathernaticall demon- 
ration of this warning of God. Bur Neab had Gods deelgra- 


{Son for ir and he rooke it on Gods word, which the nnbe- 


St God ; Primss in erbe Deor farm timer, and | 


ay eb: 


eving World derided, and while they jeered and mocked at the 
diction (perhaps beeauſe the Starrs could not reveale this 


* et) he feared and expeſed the event, depending on Gods 
peracity and power, he beleeved the revelation (for it was a 


zrning from God) therefore feared the denunciation, /wdubir 
am habait evertioms, quod Des evennrum predixitat, gued 
ines ſecari ut fubnlam ridebaut, & Noah, ro quod moetnit, us 
annm irridebant, Eraſra. Paraphr. 
'Evanf2cs;, being cirenmſpeR and cantions th , OF Phe 


uſly and religiouſly obſerving the divine vaticiny3 or. as We 


- it is all one : for feare firikes men inco religions'oaghes, 


Eale it, move with feare; or downright with the om wag 
. _ 


a 


Nogbs EMAIVRE. 
wary 40d wile in all their nndertakings, and meft ſedulas 


carefull co avoide imrainent and approaching dangers : and 
followes,fearing he prepared,&e. bis Faich moved him to fealh 
and bis feare moved him to undertake the Fabricke. Seme 
deed place a Comma after fearing, and thus reade the words, 
gue nendum videbantur veritas, or metuens, taking the foregoi 
elauſe into the ſenſe of this word, feared rhe cling nat ſeen , bf 
I take the ordivary reading to be tullerand clearer, be bele 
the things wot ſeen,and thereupon feared, and fearmg, he pr 
red,F'e, his preparation proceeded trom his feare and his fe 
from his Faich. But what > doth Faith worke fears ; is not rep 
of Conſcience,in the ſenſe of Gods love, the chiefkcht produt 
vn of Faich?2 and doth not this exclude feare ? 

The reſolvtion is eaſfie, and at hand, That though che pri 
pall effet of Paith be love, and complacency inthe love of Gqhi 
yer even this doth preſappoſle the full & adzquate objeRt of Fait 
which is every revelation and propoſition of God, the hiſtorighz 
precepts, promiſes, and threatnings of God, Faith makes uſe 
any,or all of theſe, according ts the exigency and condition of th, ; 
ſub;et, The Beleever relics on the Promitles, for his hope 
confideneec ; applyes the menaces and judgements. to feare 
decline them; obſerves the hiſtories for belieſe,and the precey 
for obedience; be yeilds a full aſſent co all Gods aftirmation 
checretull dependanee on all his Promiſes, an uniforme cbegd 
ence to all his Precepts, and an humbled awe to all his rhreah; 
'mings : For Faith in his full latitude and extent, reſpects all 
every one of theſe; and therefore Faith doch not exclude fe 4 
bur beger and noutiſh it. And thus Neahb belceyed all that Cqhj 
propoted, and particularly, having denounced wrath to com 
therefore necefarily he: muſt. feare ; and his feare comply 
with all the other ſpecified -confiderations ; for as he fear 
the threatned —_ ſo he beleeved Gods prediction concer 
ing it ; and accordingly as-God commanded, he prepared &+ 
Arke, andthe was confident, that as Ged had promiſed, fo-Whnc 

a#he would moR aflurecly preſerve him and his familh, 
xarthen the feare of a melancholy man which ſodifrack 
aftnrbes his mind, that ke'cavnor bethipke bimſel! 
or remedy, but alwayes ſuſpects, and.is jeatous of. the 
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meteswhicharemband, xs ex>erienceretifres; when awe 
ovided Asray betrayeth ir {elfe by a Panick ſeaxe, nor the feare 
' a drowning man, whoſe reaſon is ſo-ſuddenly, and wholly ſur- 
ized, rhat 1t is altogether uſelefle ro him ; Neither was it a 
Sarc of deſpaire, or diſtruſt, like that ef damned Spirits, for this 
S highly injurious to God, cyen a deniall, or doubting of his 
Src and goodnelie ; but it was a teare of Providence and. cir- 
mipeRion for himſelte and family ; of reverence and affe&tion 
Godzandcertainely, this affeQion, if right ſer, have its true 
je#,and wiſely moderated,have its juſt temper, hath very much 
PEE Religion in it, and is a maine infirumenc in the converſion 
Tf the foule ro God, and afterwards ſetling and confirming ir ; 
at which Faith firſt worketh by, is the terrors of the Law ; and 
at which keepeth our Faith in obedience, is the feare of wrath; 
Mis is one principle and foundation of this work of onr conver. 


Gon, for it makes men defirons to prevent, que «d poſſe, the 
ills they dread, and layes a refiraint upon their Spirits ; and 
ough Faith Rands net here, but advanceth higher, tiring up” 


* the ſonle apprehenfions of love and merey ; yer here it uſu» 
ly begins, as appeareth from the demeanor of Saint Peters 
pnverts, As 2. 37. and Saint Pauls, Att; rg, 17. 18. 1g. 

<Fhus the firt motive of the Ninvites repentance, was a Ser- 
on of feare; the next and moſt immediate, an ax1ome of ove ; 

Fho can tell, if God will, fc. Jonah 3. g. But 1 digrefſe, and 
ill ceturne to Noghs feare, to ſhew wherein it confifted. 

lx. It was 2 preapprehenfion of thoſe evills which God had 
ireatned, and this however a naturall affefion to feare thoſe 

Frills, which we expett, yet is not finfull, but commendable, 
id profitable, leading us («t ſets trahit poſt ſo filum, in Saint 

wguſtines expreſkon) to ſerious thoughts of Gods Power, 
ach, JuRice ; and ſo diſpoſerh ns to feek and enquire for his 
ercy and goodneſſe : lr expelleth carnall ſecurity, idleneſle, and 
nſuality, the putting far away the evill day, 4mos 6. 3. and 

'Sngageth ro provide againſt a Rorme. Henee it is aid, /t « 4 

Fall thing to fall into the hands of the living Lord, Heber, 
t. The beſt, ſinne, and ſo deſerve wrath, and (o need of this 
fron, to fears, and to fly from wrath to come : and"bocauſe 


- 
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fore they cannot but feare, Amor 3-8. which is alſo exern 
fied in David, P/al. 119 120, My Fleſh trembleth for fe 
of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgements. 

2. It yas a feare of care and cantion, by repentance athe 
holineſle of life, to prevent the feared evills, not to touch tn; 
accurſed thing, nor to cover the Babiloniſh garmenr, or wedge She 

old, nor to require meat for our luft; ro decline and (eperaine 
trom all wicked affociations and confederates, not to put 
hand to thoſe wickednefſes for which the wrath of God ec 
merk on the Children of diſobedience : nay further yet. not 
aF, conſent, or counſell, to any defigne which to us may ſee 
repugnant to our Profeſſion, or we way ſuſpeR to. be pre 
diciall to the ſervice or worſhip of God, or injurious to off 
neighbours, and whereſoever any doubt or feruple ſhall arli 
which way to follow, what to adhere unto, alwayes to chuſe 
fafer part, and the leffe ſuſpicious, to avoid that conrſe wh 
(oP we may offend, though neceflarily we ſhall not, and fe 
ow that, wherein certainely we ſhall not offend, thongh me 
contrariant to our own defires, hamors, and carnall intere 
and advantages : this is rightly co ſerve God in feare, Pſel, 2.1 
To work out our ſalvation with feare and trembling. Phil. 2. 1{fo 
The walking c:rcumfpeftly, the duty of every pradent, warj; 
Chriſtian, Eph. gs. r5. and that we fall nor (for it is offible fthe 
the beſt co fall) we muſt feare, Ler him that think he [fandet ju 
take heed, Fc. 1 Cor, 10, 12. and the Apoftle propoſeth the he 
veat, tothe Chriftian Churches, from the excluſion of the Jewlm 
ith, Rom, 1t. 20, of 

3- It was a feare of reſpect and reverence, bath in reſpedſbe 
of Gods Majeſty, at whoſe preſence the Angels cover their fa o1 
ces, Eſ. 6. and alfo in conſideration of Gods paſt goodneſſein 
and mercies cowards them, and expectation of fututredeliveranf cy 
ces + Hence that exprefion, Pſal. 130, 4. There « mercy witli ar 
thee, that thow maveſ* be feared : well he knew, that b& 
that belceveth in him, ſhall not be aſhamed; well he kne h 
that his mercy ws nich them that feare him 4 that nothingha! 
more endeares and oYliges God to us. chen an unwillingneſigia 
to diſpleaſe him ; nothing more reftraines us fiom offending God 
thea the contemplation of Gods Soveraigne dajely; ene 4 
£01 p p L m 
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NpFnembrance and expectation of his mercies; nothing more de» 
eanonlirates and exprefleth onr loye to God, then our feare to 
fend him, res eff ſoliciti,Gc, 1 Pet, 1.17. Mal. 1,6. Well 
e knew there was a vat difference berwixe him that feareth, 
| Wnd him that feareth nor ; that ruine and defiructicn attends 
3e She latter, that mercy and deliveranee is provided for the for= 
TSrer ; and therefore Noah not enely feared. bur that he might 
 Uhe capable of the mercies which are prepared for thoſe thar feare 
im, he prepared an Arke : which was an «t# of hope and con- 
dence, that God would preſerve, and is the ſecond defcribed 
Sffect of Noahs Faith. 
He prepared an Arke, he provided the marterialls ; God or- 
Jered the forme, God preſcribed and lined the modell ; Noah 
$2yled the ffrafture : the Platforme was Gods, the workeman« 
hip Noabs, which was a moſt cleare fignall proofe of his Faith; 
herher we rTeffef? the atf ir (elfe, or the many difficalties, 
®nd diſcouragements which accompanied it, and he was to en- 
ounter, and ſtruggle withall, in the compoſure of this Fa« 
pricke; For | 
I. Thevery ſ»bjett ic ſelf required a great portion of Faith; 
for well might Neah thus argue with himſelfe ; Doth the good 
and gracions God delight ip the ruine of his creatures ? Made 
The rhe World todefroy ic > or can ncthing ſatisfie his wrath and 
t;uſtice, but an univerſall defiruction and extermination ? Will 
he a3 nate his threatmings to the height, and execute his Judge- 
ments with the greateſt ſeverity and rigor? Are all the paſſages 
of his goodnefle and tender mercies obfrutted? No meanes to 
be uſed to mitigate and qualifie the hardnefſe of the ſentence, 
or is the Decree irreverſible > Will he deface the World, the 
Jimpreſſe of his glory > Will he defliroy man, his own Image, 
cures divini ingents, as Terta!lian, his Maſterpiece ? Thefe and 
many more quzries might Neah have cogitated, to diſtruſt the 
predifiivn, or diſpured it, and to retard him in his dekgne, thar 
fie thowid not fall to his worke, or flackly follow it. But again 
all theſe carnall diſputings. he propoſes to himſelfe Gods veracicy 
and faithfolnefle ; God hath thus declared his pleaſure, hath pre« 
feribed and ordered me to frame this Building, there is no 
ore dilpute, no foreſlowing of time, no weglef# in the 
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'obſeryatice of the Order, God hath ſpoken, 1 muſt beleeFair 

2. The difficulties which he would meet withall in the pad 
formance of his duty, might have ſtaggered his Faith, and (id Þ 
his worke : For this alſo might he hecehave reaſoned ; Muſt Iice 
neceſſity build an Arke,and thizof ſo greata capacity and largſſeig 
nefſe > or what need the expence of ſo much money, labour, agric 
time, as will be required to this worke? How can I make Fuſi 
Arke of that Rowage and bulke, as will containe the ſeverall ſpinki 
ciesof all creatures? or granting, I might make roome enoughle | 
yet what ſafety for me and my family, from the eruelty agFll | 
flerceneſle of ravenous beaſts > what agreement or peace caÞpr 
be expeRed among them ? How will it be poſſible ro endugoe 
the variety of the hideous ſhrikes, roaring, and wildneſles of tut 
ſenticives of all ſorts, or the filthineſſe of their ftinch and eglho 
erements > But granting theſe alſs; yet farther, how ſhall Þbj 
ſummons, or what authority wilt my ſummons have amengſÞin 
theſe untamed brauits ? Will they he decoyed into the Arke aqne 
my call? or ſappoſing this to he feaſable ; yer where ſhall Profie 
viſion be had (as the Diſciples ro Chriſt, where ſhall we have Brea" 


for this multitade ) where ſhall Viftuals be found to furniſh $2! 
Magazine ? or where a Magazine,'to eontaine ſufficient florge 

for the ſuſtentation of all theſe? or how fhall that variety of | 
Proviſion be bronght in, as will ſerve for the natriment of theſPre 
range different natures? Or how was it poſſible for cight Perp®: 
ſons to fodder and ſerve them all every day, and gire them evergÞt 


'one their a'lowance? But allowing thele alſo to be poſſible ; yet?” 
how ſhal-ſo great a bulke, of that burden and eapacity elcapF* 
the rageof the madneſſe of the Waters ard Winds ; or [plitting® 
. :and foundering on ſome rocks or mountaines ? or eſcaping thepf 
'rockes, how ſhall Il manage this hitherto unknowne Engine 
'or what jadgement can I have in this undiſcovered Art > Buf< 
'waving all theſe thoughts 'tov, how ſhall this defigne goe © 
-which '13 ſo ridiculous and abſurd 'to all 'the world > which i$#" 
'fo odious and ungracefull'to all men, that none will yeeld an 
aliſtance ; all of -them,'either jeere and deride the worke, o* 
wg top "it, . 
— Theſe, and ſuch like choughrs and diſpnres as theſe, mi 
tave 'fhaken his reſolution, :and puzled, if not nop-pluſſed 


- . 
I | 
- »Sof 
$1] f 
: © 
- ieh. 


1 - . . 
. ” 
. Y : = 
. is V4 - = 


Noahs Arte. 


aich ; and either broke the deſigne, and quaſhed the atterapt, or 
ade it goe on ſlowly or flackly. 
But Noah is confiant and faichfu'l ro his Maſter, and his ſer- 
ice ; he knew whom he truſted, whom he ſerved, and therefore 
Scighted all theſe pretended difficulties, and ſeeming impoſlibi= 
ries, the ſcornes and d<rifions'of carnall men, and follow his 
afineffe cloſely gnd cheerefully : Well he kney, that God is 
afinite in Power and Wiledome, and whatſoever he willeth, 
e doth in Heaven and in Earth ; that he is true and juft in 
ll his Decrees and Prowifes ; that he could by his word, and 
Sr his words ſake, would firengthen and animate his ſpiric.to 
oe through with his worke, enable him.to performe all thoſe 
aties impoſed on him, endure all chole hardſhips, retnove all 
hoſe obſtacles and impoſſibilities which fleſh and bloud could 
bjeR againſt him, and that God would carry on this worke by 
him, in deſpight of all oppoſition, difficulties, and diſcourage- 
nents ; for he was faithfu'l that Promiſed, and therefore upon 
the performance of the command of God, he obtained the 
eward, Preſervation of himſelfe and family, which is nor {o 
much an effeR, as a gonſequent recompence of his Faith, Foy 
$0 ic followes, | 
To the ſaving of hn Henſe, eight Soules, in Saint Peters ex« 
reſhon, x Per. 3. 10. that is, eight individualls, or Perſons, 
nd ne more of his family, or his houſe, were ſaved. And who 
beſe cight were, we have Recorded, Ges. 6. 18, himſelfe, his 
ife, bu three Seaver, Sem, Har, a#d Japheth, ad their re= 
>Fetive Wives, none of his ſervants, none of his Parents, though 
ghe Poſtcrity of Enoch, were taken in; theſe followed the Kc 
pf the world, contemned, and mocked Noahs feare and defigne, 
hich condemned the world, and them with it : Fax thats the 
next clauſe which is to be explained ; | 
By which he condemned the World, xariym, he condetnned; 
nd adjudged them to the Deluge: And here, as it was-laid of 
lihanaſins, Totws mundia contra Athanafian, Athanaſius cortrg 
otum muydiim ; The world condemned him as fooliſh, and his 
rke as frivolous; he condemnes the world by che Arke of im- 
gpicty and irreligion, and to deftruſtion and ruine - chin ouf 
bug 
Tho 


z&8<K contrary to rhe former : the Arke ſaved kim and his, 


padcnned the world in two refte®s, 1, 
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tr: The SrryZyre bf the Ark, which if the world had Hes el 
ceachable, had been an InftruQion and Exhortation to Repegſ 1 
cance and Reformatien , that while there was time, it might pr 
vear the (ad judgement denounced againſt it, for its exordijtagh, a 
cies, and prodigious impieties : And probably it is, that No, qa. 
during the time of rhe bailding of the Arke, was ſeda'ous arfeq 
frequent in his Exhortation to amendment of life ; tor, tro 
this, ir fees, he is called, « Preacher of Righteonſneſſe, 2 Pec, 2, 
and the world for not harkning to his admonitions, and not off j 
ſerving Gods long-ſuffering, while the Arke was preparing, Kge 
called, the aiſebed:ent World, 1 Pet. 3.20, eri 

2. The event it ſelfe ſheweth ws how the Arke condemn, ( 
the world ; before the Deluge came, they mocked it ; bur afrhe; 
it approached, they ſought to ir for ſanAuary, but could nor KY, 
admitted ; when they ſaw the danger was unavoidable, then, an; 
never till then, did they belceve it, did they {eek to avoid iff g, 
Certainely, when they perceived they muſt Drowne, their vane 
hopes and preſumprions had deceived them; and that the Ariffq, 
floated above the Waters in ſecurity ; this fight, and appreheng,, 
fion, would confound and amaze them, and force from them þc; 
{entence of conderrnation on themſelves, and a confeſſion, tha; a; 
they jufily deſerved, what befel! thera ; juſt as it 18 delcribed bp, 
the Author of the Booke of Wiſedome, c.5 v.1. ad x0, Thi, 
then was their condemnation, they had time to repent beſor 
the Deluge; after they ſhall have ne more time, they all ſhalk;. 
periſh ; bur Noab by the Arke is (dyed, and by his Faith in preſ@, 
paring it, is entituled and wade Heire of that Righteonſneſſhy;] 
which is by Paith, thi 

Became Heive, he ſucceeded Abe! and Exch in the honourk, . 
and reward of Rightecuſnefle , and of thar Righreouſneſſqg, 
which is by Faith, an Evangelicall, not Legall Righteouinefle ,, 
an Heire not by birth; bur by Adoption ; not by workes of they; 
Law, but Faith ; which Righteouſnefſe of Faith is two-fold. 
One -impnted, which Faith embraceth and apprehendeth : Thgh 
other inherent, which Faith produceth and aQtuateth. The firfl 
is perfeR, becauſe ir is Chrifts Rizhteouſnefle, accepred as ourthgþ 
and is nothing elſe, but the remifion of our fnnes, and the acys 
ceptation of our perſons in and for Chrift, The ſceond b 
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etF-:fcct, becauſe of finne dwelling in our members, yet requi- 
2-4 of us, it being the CharaRer and Seale of God; Sprrit within 
IF; or aſſurance of our Heireſhip, and fruit of our Adoption, 
d in plaine terrmes, it is the mortification of ſ:nnes and Jluſts, 
id a fincere purpoſe and endeavour of a new life in rigtteouſ- 
effe and holinefſe ; which Noah in ſome degrees pertorming, 
ereby obtained the power and right to become the ſonne of 
od, h:ire of that other righteou!nefle which is by faith, that 
this, as to Noeh, ſo to us, conveyes, eſtates, ſeales, and ra« 
fies our Adoption, and after, poſſeſhon of Heaven, which faith 
erives and communicates to us, for,and by the mercies of God, 
"Sn the merits of Jeſus Chriſt; for in the Goſpel-ſenſe, Son and 
Jeire, are termini aquipollentes , as every Heire is a yon, (o every 
on is an Hzire to5; tor if a Son then an Heire, Gal. 4.7. If 
Thildren, (and Children we are by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. 2, 
is 5.) then Heires, Heires of God, and cokeires with Chriſt, the 
WBnely begotten, the well-beloved Son, Rows. 8. 17. by, and 
"From whom, we receive the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we 
ry eAtba Father, which is alſo, in the Apoſtles expreſſion, the 
" pcing Heire of the World, Rem. 4.13. not of this ſublunary, 

ranſient, cheating world ; but the new world, the world to 

ome, Heb. 2. 5. the promiſed and expeted new Heavens, 
nd new Earth, 2 Per. 3-13- Thus ir 4s declared, The meeke 
hall inherit the Barth, Afar. 5. 5, nor this Earth, fall of fraud, 
Mtiolence and injuſtice, but that wherein rightcoufneſſe 4welleth ; 
Yor they are, were; and ſo coanted themſelves, verſe 13. 14. of 
is Chapter, Strangers and Filgrims here on Earth : their hopes, 

their inheritance, their conntrey is in that new Jeruſalem which 
ths above, eternall in the Heavens, Come Inherit, &c, faith our 
ISaviour, Mat. 25, 24, Adam had no further grant, no larger 
* Jeonſceiſion then a Legall Poſſeſſion, an Earthly Paradiſe ; and 
"This eſtate was contingent, ſubjet to wntation and change : 
Moſes his aſſurances and demiſes to the Jews, were confined to 
Fthe Land of Canaan ; more he conld not grant, or ſecure : bug 
the ſupernaturall heavenly poſſeſſion, incorruptible, nndefiled, 
that fadeth not aways is reſerved for, and made over to the keires 
Tf. chat righreonſneſſe which is by faith 5 which that we may. 
ID! ine and cnjoy to all Ecerpity, ler us tollow after, and prog (- 
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holinefſe and righteouſneſle, according te heſe ſlowing 
ſftruRions from the words thus cleered. 

The Second Part, 

I. This warning of God unto N-ab,confirmes the Apo 
deſcription of faith ; Faith is tbe ſubFance, Fc, It God threatai 
any judgement,or promiſe any mercy, the judgement is as ce 
taine as if it were executed, 'and the mercy as ture, as if pofle 
led ; though they have no actuall being in themſelves, yt 
Gods word gives them a certaive ſubſifence, and our beleife « 
his word, give us a certaine aſſurance of the truth and iflue 
Gods power and veracity, makes all his threats and promiſes un 
avoidable and infallible, and cur faith makes them evident a 
{ſecure tous; and we thereb depending on Gods truth and faith 
tulnelse, gather both xx" } anche and aflurance, For thus thi 
Apoſtle argues, Let ws belceve, without wavering, for he 
fathfull thas promiſed, Heb, 10. 33- and thus he potitively co 
cludes, Faith depends on the Word of God, Rom: 10. 17. Indee 
the Word of God is not declared to us in the latter Age, as iq; 
was to Nogh, (for he had this warping either by immediate Repre 
velation from God himſelfe. or by the Embaſſie of one, or motYea 
Angels; but to ns, G-ds warnings and oracles are tranſmitteder 
and ſignified by the writings of the Prophers and Apoſtles) yapgir, 
the obligations of our faith are equall and alike ; for whenſofer 
ever God ifluerh forth his Revelations and Declarations ro meRſer 
he therewith gives them aſſurances, they have like expreſſes oc 
his will, befides the certitudivem objeti, the certainty of thane 
* Revelations themſelves, which are infallably true, becauſe thapex 
Decree is of rhe Spirit of Truth, who cannoc lie ; he will ſuperger 
adde (ſuch is his goodneſze and mercy) rertitudinem ſubjetti ba 
we ſhall be aſcettained that they are his Revelations, if withſth 
humbled hearts, deyout Prayers, and fincere holy obedience, weG: 
endeavour to know his will, God will diſcover his will, Pſal. 25Jns 
9.10, and 14, Toh. 8.31.32, 10h, 7.17. give nnto us the Spi-uy 
ritof obfignation and knowledge, a ccrtainty of adherence, av: 
well as of evidence, making vs not onely to beleeve, but evenſbe 
to know, and be as fully al{lared, that it is the Word of Chrift,}G 
as thoſe which have heard it with their eares, and which faw ith 
with their eyes: For as Noah was ſeeure, that this warping wasÞ: 
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0 Satanicall ſaggeſtion, or illahon, ao private fafcy, or delu« 
on of his owne braine, but a divine revelation ; ſo God hath 
iven unto the Writings of the Prophers and Apoſtles, ſuck 
lencor and ſufficiency of light, and appoiated us ſech' me- 
Wiurms, cleare wayes and means for the diſcovery and compre- 
eHenhon of that light, as may make them appear to all, not 
Svilfuily, or malicioufly blinde, that they are his word, and con- 
ine in them a full declaration of his will, he confirmes and 
ales in the hearts of all Beleevers, the truth of their Writings, 
loh, 5, to. He exgraves thew, in the Prophec Jeremies ex» 
Preiſfion, Ter. 31.33. /» theſe dajes I will put my Law in the 
nward parts, and write it in their hearts: he ſers ſuch impret- 
ons, and leaves ſuch charaRers of divine truth in the (pirits 
pf his people, that they eannort bur acknewledge the Scriptures 
ar the Oracles and DiRatesof the holy Spirit : We have a more 
ure word of Prophefie ; God in their Writings hath declared 
hac is finne and tranſgreſſion, and the ſeverity of his wrath 
gainſt finne ; he hath expreſfed what godlinefle is, and the 
preat rewards and happineſſes he hath awarded to them thar 
cade a godly lite, O then let the heavineſle of his threatnings, 
Wdererre us from finne; let his gracious Promiſes invite and in» 
ite us to Repentance ; let kis judgernents keep us in his feare ; 
et his invitations and offers of mercy, keep us in obedience ; 
et us ſeriouſly confider, that he hath revealed wrath .againſt 
ery ſoule that doth evill, chat holds the truth in unrighteouſe 
imneſle, except ye repent, ye ſhall all periſh; and ler us alwayes 
hemember, that he hath propoſed merey «to all humbled peni- 
Thents, ſincere converts; he that confoſſeth, and forſaketh bu ſins, 
5 pal finde mercy ; mercy in his life, and the whole courſe 
thithercof, at the houre of his death, and in the day of judgement, 
1qGed hath done his part to preſerve us from wrath, and reſerve | 
5dns for mercy, and mercy for ns; it we fleight his judgements, 
l-undervalue his mercies, we have no colour, no pretenee of plea, 
e are altogether inexenſable, our deftruſtion 1s of ourſelves, 
enbecaule like Jeruſalem, we would nor be warned : Obſerve bur 
R,jGods method, how he cleares kimſelte from the ruine of his 
itÞeople, how he chargeth ic wholly -upon themſclyes ; Firſt he 
aSÞpropoſerh to every private mans Conſcience his dealing wich 
bas rs 0 them, : 
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chem, and refers it £5 their judgement, Dent, 30,15, See, I haſf® 
fot before thee this day, life and good, and death and evill : He caff® 
npen them to obſerve, and ro acquit him when they are judgefſs' 
he tells them plainely, that they cannot pretend ignorance; F* 
thon deeff well, ſhalt thew not be accepted ? thou ſhalt be #® 
cepted ; If thow deeff evill, une lyerh at the deore, and De#" 
the wages of finne; but if thon wilt not ſee, nor obſerve, t 
he reeires lis propeſals againe, offering Life ro thee if then 
hearken, verſe 16, denouncing Death, if thou refuſeſt ro heaſ® 
verſe 17.18, and if none of theſe will ſerve the turne, then #* 
acquits and juſtifies himſelfe, by open Proclamation, before 
the World, verſe 19. 7 call Heaven and Earth 16 Record off 
day againſt you, that I have ſer,&c, And the more clearely F-* 
ſers it before thee, if thou obſerve not, thy contempr is t 
greater, thy puniſhment ſhall be greater : Thou, O Chriſti 
haſt, or may have,.a moſt plentifull Re 
and death is more diſtin&ly ſer before thee, then before if / 
former Ape of the World ; if thou decline the way of life, a8 
tread in the paths of death, thy finne is fo' much the mogy! 
heightned, thy judgemenrs ſhall be more intended and mult y 
lied, It is the Apotlles affirmation upon the ſame reaſof#/ 
eb. 10, 26, If we finne, Fe, the conſequent is ſad and dijic 
mall, verſe 27, and the reaſon is a fort:ors, verſe 28. 29. a 
it is the fame Apaftles Exhortation, grounded on the ſame rega« 
ſon, Heb. 2.1, Therefore we oxght to give, @e, that is his Eglu 
hortation; and the Reaſon is, verſe 2. 3. 4. For if the Wann 
ſpoken by eAngel: (as perhaps this to Noah was) was ſtedfaſt, an: 
every tranſgreſſion and diſobedience, xeceived, Oc, j! 
2. This warning of ſo long date, is a pregnant proofe, anſt! 
remarkeable example of Gods patience and long ſuffering tot! 
wards malttious, incorrigib'e ſinners ; For firſt, he doth nor o fl 
- the firſt puniſh, bur premoniſheth chem of their ſinnes, and chi p 
dermeries thereof, ſollicites and invites their repentanee. Anf g 
fecondly, he allowes them a long time for repentance, poniſhþc 
eti them not, when in juſtice he might take vengeance. an$ 3 
exccute his wfath ; not as if God, were not naturally and imp 
muatably juſt ; but becauſe he is a moſt free diſpoſer of hÞ 
judgements , and payes them, when, and in what ny 
kd _ © ron £5 ſcemech/ 
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keſeemeth goed to him in his infinite wiſederne ; and forbeares 
> caſte puniliument of impieties alwayes upon weighty and impor- 
[oefJant realops. The firit is ro (hew his propeniity to the atts 
e:Þt gracc and mercy, his unwillingneſic; and indilpobtien ts 
e $2 18 torce the acts of hjs treverging juttice; {o he ſolemnly 
Ye;$10celts, Hs T7 live, ſaith the Lord, I aelight wot in the death 
thilYf 4 Srncr, Fo. Ezech, 33.17. which the Apoſtle ſeconds, 2 Per, 
| wit- 9- The Lord & long-(uffering to t.ward, ot willing that, Oc. 
eaFÞ bis mercy he is exavs, Gen, 18. 32, meek, not irritable, not 
n Falily provoked, writixi;, oentle, cafily entreated, 2 (or. to. r. 
e = #4 wr, gverieeing, coking beyond our finnes, paileth by thews, 
| of ernlat percata propter pententiam, in his merey, there is 
y $-+x Ron. 2, 4. when he cannor bur ſee, he forbeares, wezreduuie, 
s (@Ve4. 9.30.31: uffers long, many times, many years, 765, Hof. 
tiS1.$ 9. when he is abour to puniſh, he is at a Rand, acking, 
F (How ſpall 7, fc. 2nd then relolves inte condicions of merey, 
n 
N 


i 12 wot execute, Oe. he fiayes, expeitat ut miſercatur, Ef, y0, 
8. And when he executes wrath, he doth alienum ops, that 
which his nature declines ; he doth ic with regret, and reln&tan- 
ltky, For be doth not affiiit willingly, not from the heart, Lam. 3.33. 
He forgives, deffroges not, Plal, 98. 38, and when he puniſhes, 
e is weary, Tſay 40. 2, The ſecond reaſon is, That, God 
oderating bis judgements with ſuch mecknefle and macreitul. 
gneſſe, not ſuffering his whole diſpleaſure eo ariſe. and fo long 
Egſulpending the execution of his ſentence, he might barre the 
/mancorrigible, refraftery malignant of all cxeuſcs, and ſhiftings; 
gboch which reaſons are declared by the Apoſtle, Roms. 2. 4. 5. the 
judgement is unavoidable, and the judged inexculable, for that 
anfthe Judgement was paſſed through their own default, and for 
toltheir contempt after procelle and iflue., O then ler aor us 
leight or trifle with Judgements, bur ſeriouſly obſerve and ap- 
ply them, eonfidering that his premonitions and warnings are 
mf given out, © bring us to repentance; and let not us by our ſe- 
|curity, Or contempt, fruftrace our ſelves of choſe happineſles, 
n$ and advantages, which God hath gratiouſly conſigned them ro 
us tor our good : he threatens before he puniſherh, that his 
h& menaces of ruine might be a meanes of our reformation, occafi- 
e088 of, and provocations t® TEPEWUNES ; ler us then aopply 
i&-. . p Wi 


- = 
F< 


— - 


—_ 


Noahs «Arke. 


with him in his defigne, be moved avd affeQed with his threadfe / 
not to ſufter our eyes to Nleep, nor our eye-lids CO ſlumber, neſ«® 
ther the rewples of our head to take any reſt, untill we make uſ4- 
of all theſe means, take hold of all theſe opportunities of rnerqpich 
which he hath endulged to us, untill we be at peace with hine 
and he reeonciled ro us, and remove all impediments which min 
prevent the true and ſan&ifed uſe of his Judgements : I ſhits 
but breifly nominate three, The firſt is neglet, when we fog 
get his paſt Judgements, asold news, or obligations growne ogfiv! 

of date, as Pharaoh did, Exod, the 7. 8, g. 10. Chap. and the freþpe 
quent crime of the Iſraelites, as we finde it inventoried, Pſa/,qÞn! 
The ſecond is, when we ſcorne and contemne his premonitionÞÞt 

of futnre Indgements, which the Plalmif$ hath noted out to uf} 
and fully exprefſed, Pſal. 10,4. 5.6. The third, which is moffic | 
aſuall, 1» the miſ- interpretation of his Iudgements, as if wyſes 
were not the men he aymed art, they conecrned not us : hence ip" 

the Prophet /eremiecs expreſſion, we letrle on our lees, ſooth ouſþC 
ſelves in our finnes, turne the Rreame another way, and ſhifg®! 
off rhe applieation of them from our ſelves ; and hence alſqar 
many times his Tndgements overtake us, and come npon us bepri 
fore-we are aware; hence when we cry, Peace, Peaec, beho's * 
deſtration and ſudden calamity, as of a Woman in travel! Þ*© 
Indge our ſelves then, that we be not ſudged. n 

3. Noah was warned, and warned he was of God, not onelyÞ! 

in a Publique g:nerall way, but by a private miſſive, a partieulatf© 
expreſſe from Heaven : not onely of the wrath which was tc 
come, bur farther advertiſed of means to aveid it ; God declare$® 
unto him the whole p'ea(ure of his will in that concernment Þ'! 

ſo true is that of the Prophet, Ames 3. 7, Smrely the Lord wi a 
des nothing bus he revealeth bu ſecrets unto his ſervant: ; ever 

as a Prince imparts his defgnes to his favourites and confidents P 
Thus he honoured Abraham, Gen. 18.37, and thus till he con&' 
tinges his relpeRs to ſuch as feare him in the great concerng" 
ments of heir ſonles; ke diſcovers to them (that is his friend 
and. favourites) the great myticry of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt F* 

ſor {0 we are aſſured, lobn I5- IS. Henerforth 1 call you ET. 
ſervants, thats a too 'ew and vulgar ſalutation and reſpett, fo 
the ſervant kronerh wer, &c. The Plalmiſts affection Rill holds 
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reaee ſecret of the Lord is with 1hem that feare him, 41d ba co« 
: nefjuant 19 make there know it, Plal, 25. 14. 
e uf4. Noah was warred, and the warvirg moved him to feare, 
nerqhich occaGoned contempt and ſcorne in others : Noxh took 
hinfs warning, the World derided it ; The conſequents of this 
w;rning were differenc, according to the diverſity of the ſub- 
ſhis on which ic wrought : Tis a maxime in Phyloſophy, 
$5cquid reviputay, ricipitnr ad modum recipients ; the ſame 
 offyivocall canſe, produceth ſeverall effefts, according to the 
fr@politions of the ſubjetts which derive vertue from it ; the ſame 
Sane at once melreth Butter, and hardeneth Clay ; the ſame 
jonflÞRance of meat, affords good nenriſhment to a vigorous hody, 
» hd becomes hurctall co a difeaſed ; and ic holds in Religion : 
noe ſarve mercy from God findes different interpretations, and 
es, by different men - the malitions Tewes blaſpemed, when 
 i&mbled converts beleeved Chriſts Miracles ; they follow him, 
oud Crueifie him, thoſe follow him, to cbey him ; they to rebell 
ifgainft him, theſe to ſubmic to him : If God bleſſe a wicked 
lſaþan with remporall proſperity, he turnes this bleſſing into a 
xeerſe, abufing it to the ſatisfaftion of ſome immoderate luR ; 
1&4 2 goly man reecive the ſame portion, he makes a ſanRified 
[1 ſe of ir, imploying it for his Lords honour, and his own pre- 
nt, and after advantages; the one growes wanton, proud, it- 
lyplent, intemperant, and what not; this other makes it a pro- 
adocation and inducement to thankfulneſſe, and obedience ; ſo 
oh adverfity the difference is eafily diſcernahile; a wicked man 
Jormes, frets and troubles himſelfe with impatiency, and others 
- Fitch the tnrbulency of his (piric ; a righteous man ſubmits with 
\Ralmeneflc and meeknefle of ſpirit, poſſefſeth his ſoule in pati- 
a@nce, he neither diſquierts, nor injures any other ; and, as Gods 
iſpenſations finde ſuch different entertainment, ſo his afts of 
race, ſo the Judgements of his mouth : Tell an obflinately per- 
erſe ſinner of pardon of his finnes, if he will timoufly and fin- 
Serely repent, this meſſage will be welcomrred with the ſame 
eſpet from him, that a proclaimed a@ of oblivion ſhall receive 
om him who is teſolved to abaſe and bafle Majeſty; denounce 
nrence of woe againſt hjm for his impenitency and centempc, 
efeemes no wore of theſe, then Lather did of the Pages 
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Bulls, to be breta felmina, meer ſearcrowes,or a few idle wh 
to abuſe the well-meaning fimplicity of Fooles and Childr 
ler the fame Prepofition of Peace be tendred- to a right 
ſoule, who by the prevalency of ſome lu{t hach fallen from 
obedience, he with joy and thankfulneſſe accepts, renewes 
yowes, and re-obligeth himſelfe to an inviolable oblervance 
' all Gods decrees and edits: Declare to him wrath againft eve 
ſoule that finnerh, this diffolyeth him into humiliation and ce 
trition of ſpirit, makes him cautions and timorous at any ti 
after to offend Gods glorious Majeſty. O then ler us mak 
lanRified nſe of all Gods diſpenſations, of all his promiies, 
his threats, this wilt diſtinguifh us from the World, and dilec 
unto our {clves the fincericy of our hearts ; no ſafer, no ſa 
way of cryall of our own hearts, then to obſerve what are © 
produQtions of Gods dealings upon our ſpirits, whar effedts th 
rerrors of his Law, the propoſals of his Goſpel, and the expre 
ſes of his love, hach wrought in us; if they have pulled dowy 
in us the firong holds of finne, it they have captivated ev 
rebellious thought xo the obedience of Chriſt, if they have red 
ced and reformed ns, that we feare to offend; that we defireat 
delight to pleaſe him ; then happy are the People which be in ſi 
4 caſe, then bleſſed are theſe People which have the Lord 
their Ged, tis an infallible ſigne we are in Chrift, we havecr 
Faith, as No2h had, who obsyed Gods order, be'ceved his pr 
miles, feared his warning ; for theſe were the reſaits of Nos 
Faith, which firſt moved him to feare, and aſterwards to obey 
and this leades me on to a further Obſervation, 

5. Neah feared; a moſt genuine, and dire a of Faith 
for that he feared the Deluge at that diſtance, proceeds frofje 
his Beleife of the warning ; the reſt of the World helceve 
& nor, rook not the warning, held it a ſnperfirion, or a weakghi 
nefſe or a madn&fie to beleeve ir, and thereſore they feared it pe 
Infidelity is the root of all finne, Faith the originall of all Piet 
and certainly Neah had a large meaſure of Faith, which couſe 
work this motion of ſpiric in him, in oppolitien ro all 
World, and in deſpight of his naturall infirmities; thae- har 
threat, [1 will Deftroy] might perhapg at the firſt, firike him 19e 
to a Pallion ; bur then; the protraRion of the ſentence, ati$s 


Noahs eArte. 


Verſe prediction, might eafily have ſednced and berraied him into 
irFeleinefle and forgecfulneſſe, as naturally we have experimented, 
teengh we all know we muſt dye, yet all of us almoſt, thipk and 
m Tnceit with our ſelves, nor yet, not yet, when there is yer day- 
©s F occaſion of the feare, of the approaches of Death ; Fox 
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dim: ; and then we are moſt apt to forget, what pleaſeth nor 
US and bleed, beſides the diſadvantage of time, which eates 
*:Sr che memory of ſach preditions: But Noahs Faith, Time 
, Wald not devoure, would net ſuffer him to forget, or be ſceure ; 
cole like a faithfall remembrancer, puts him in minde of the 
ning, keeps him in feare and expeRation of the event, and 
e Gakes him both wiſe and aRive + Donbtlede, true Faith, and 
's (fe Feare, arecompatible in the ſame ſabjet ; Noah beleeved, 
Prgerefore he feare1; and (o all they who doe beleeve, doe feare; 
»hhd none truely feares, but they alſo beleeve ; not as the Devils 
wveeleeve and tremble, for they hate what they beeleeve and 
edemble at : bur as Gods children, who love and affet what they 
3 teleeve and feare, and is alwayes in conjanRion with hold- 
fle and confidence. That Son which is naturall and inge- 
z0us, the more hopes and aſlurances he hath of his Fathers 
crgyour, (which are the ſupports of boldnefſe) the more reve= 
Prently will he demeane himſelf rowards his father, the more cau- 
*4Jous and timorous te diſpleaſe him ; and ir is knownyly ex» 
exyferimented, that where mens chiefet hopes and dependancies 
— Jes, there they reſerve their reſpets and endeavours to pleaſe, 
ItShich are the prope? iſſues of feare ; from whom we expect 
'Ofething, thim we value not, their diſpleaſure we feare not ; 
"Gur on whom we depend, we feare to loſe their favour, and 
kSis makes us both ingenuous, and diligent 8 preſerys it : 
The Maſter of the Sentenees, and with him, generally all the 
tS$choolemen, out of 4nftine, demonſtrates this, by the fimili- 
ultnde of a tender Wife, who both loves and feares her Husband; 
tifeares his abſence, feares his diſpleaſure, feares the lofſe of his 
rSompany, reſpefts and honoers his preſence, and is follicirous 
190 plealc him in every reſreR ; and fo, ewnis pics, ſollicite 
tighne ; for when 1 fearegT feare him not, as 1 fearea wilde deaf. 
te 
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hate him, and fly from him ; but 1 honour him as my n 
rall (nperiour, 5 qrfrpat aun nai ware, Clem, eAlexard. lay 
Svrrem. for this feare is not a naturall cffet,hut a ſupernatuf] 
babic, a gitt of the holy Ghoſt, 7/. 1 1. 2, oppoſite to hardn$#p- 
of heart, Prop. 28. x4. and is the great ſtay and rengy Is 
Religion that men neither irreve:ently and rudely ruſh ip | 
Gods preſence in the offices of his ſervice, as the horſe ru 
into the battell, Eccleſ. 5, 1.2, Bot careleſly negledt, or n 
genly periorme the work of the Lord; tor by feare we are 
ficucted (25 the ame Clemens exprefieth) mad wmis, to r 
our addrefles ro God with reverence, humility, ſubmiſſion 
affection or devetion of Cyirit; then we truely worſhip and ( 
God, when we feare him, inſomuch, that his worlhip and 
feare are the ſame, Ef. 29. 13. MHat.15.g. if God had not $0 
his feare into the hearts of the Sons of men, they would bÞ 
had to heart to ſeek God; and they that feate hina not, p 
formes to him, if any, none but dull and flat ſervices : Hey 
Davids reſolution, Pſa, 5, 7. and our Saviour hiaſelfe, ( 
whom (1 preſame) none can be more bold with God the Fach 
preſented his Prayers, and was heard, eh 715 wa Biicg, Heb, F 
for his piety, or that he was affected with feare ; and irs the ( 
{ervation of learned Camerarim, on thele words, (erte gui 
metuurt, neque precantur, neque mter precanaum, exclama 
and LeiTIz:ims is full ro the ſame purpole, (ib. de ira Dei, capþs0 
Quomods ({aith he) ipſa religio fine nets teneri ant cnſtedie poreſpke 
Qu9d enim nou metwthr, contemmitur, quod contennus'ur, atigea! 
non colitur, And the ApoRle reſolves us, if our /atris worſlea! 
- of God bz acceptable, ic muſt be done with reverence, aÞ<* 
eunnfibies, againe, godly feare, and the reaſon is ſubjoyned, 2- 
owr God, &c, Heh. 12. -8. 29, -O' then let not ns provofaPp 
him to jealoufie, not ſlubber ever bis ſervice, nor throng inÞer 
his holy aſſemblies rudely and undecently, nor behave our (ely/#! 
irrevercntly ; but {er us (adly remember, that this God whe 
we ſerve, he, and he onely, is to be feared ; and therefore rip® 
we offer no ſervice, preſent -no ſuire, tender no duty, but wiff®* 
bewed hearts, broken {pirits, and humbled ſcnles ; this. off® 
feare hath a ſpeciall influence, not onely in our ſervices of GoP * 
but in the whole courſe of our life, Ger. 20, 11. it peeſerres | 
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aForn Apoſtacy, from Schiſme, and nncharitzbleneſſe; which we 
ay ſafely conclude from that remarkable paſiage, /er.32- 39.40. 
will par, Fe, and it is thus Interpreted by Avg. de bona perſe, 
1.2, Tails & rants erit, timor men, grem dabe in cor corn, 
hje perſeveranter GT mihbi adhareaut, Hence Saint Cyprian I. 2, 
Sp 2+ ca'ls it, fdely 5nnaceatre enfo;; And the Plalmiſt inti- 
ates thus much, Pſa/. 36.1.2. The wickedscſſe of the wicked 
ith, that there is no fecare of God befere his eyes. Hence the 
ehooles reſolve, In tantune Fermi, it quantum amanmn ; 2s 
ur loye is perfeted, fo is our feare; and as our love ſhall laft 
hen our Faith ſhall ceaſe, ſo onr teare ſhall endure; which they 
cher from Pſal. 19. g here we live by love and hope, ard be- 
aaſe we love, therefore we reſpeR; becaule we hope for good 
om God, therefore we feare hiem, left by negleR of him, we 
iIÞlc that good we expeR from him, and hereatter our feare of 
im ſhall accompany our love, and be compleated with it, even 
hc holy Angels, all his Saints whieh are, or (hall be, (hall feare 
tim to all Erernity ; Non qu:dem ſecundum exm attum, quo mee 
itur vel effcnſa Di, vel ſeparatio + Doo ; ſed ſecundum attum 
uendam reverentie orte ex confidera'tione ejus majeftatrs, Eftius 
* & 3. ſent. diſt. 34. But not onely his preſence and majeſty, bur 
i $iſo his threats and judgements are to be feared, a Belceyer 
eFrichout any contradiction to his confidence or affurance of 
Pods favonr, when his judgements are abroad. his wrath bucnes 
tefke fire, as Noar was. io he may, and ought to be moved wich 
rigeare ; even Gods Power, his Juſtice, and Wrath ought co be 
ſeared, and he to be feared for his wrath, An evident proofe 
pereof we have in our Saviouis watning to his Diſciples, Lake 
$2. 4.5: And I ſry wmto you my friends, even to you. under this 
;ofapacity and conſideration, as my friends, be not afraid, &'s. And 
inþereupon eAng, tr, 41. i« /oh, exhorts, Ss nem potes aware juſti. 
| $1419, time el panam, nt prrvenias ad amandum juſtitiam ; and 
helemen Alexand,l, 2. Strom, gives a reaſon, When we will fly 
rÞuc (and the beii and moſt Faithfull are ſometimes too extrava- 
viga2t) and neither reaſon nor advice reduce us. n2eaws 7 quCoe, 
care will came and ſubJue, even as Fire melteth Wax, and makes 
apt to reecive any ſbape, or impreſſion ; ſo feare mollifies 
s Ir ſpirits, ſofrenech our hardened hearts, and ſo makes them 
ro - H £5 capable 
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capable of the image and impreſſes of Gods fpirit ; and he 
me thinks So{omers character of a wiſe man, and a foo'e, 
very oblervayle, Prov.14.16, A wiſe man ſeareth, and departe 
from evil ; bat the foele rageth, and i« confid*:t ; (0 much difh 
rence 1s there betwixt him that feareth, and him that fearet 
vor, as chere is betwixt a confident foole (that hath a iron 
lancy he beleeves, and upon that account rageth and vaporet 
but hath no greund for his confidence and beleite) and a lobe 
diicreet man, who walkes circumſpectly, takes a care and mak 
a conſcience of his wayes, and dare not touch an accurled thing 
And hereupon in Seriprure, we reade of rrembling at Gods wor 
Ilay 66. 2. of being afraid of hs judgements, Plal, 110, 12 
and that expreſhen ler, 26, 19. Did he not feare the Lord, a 
beſought hins + they are beft prepared ro eek, who feare hin 
And that ether connaxion, Zeph. 3. 7. Sarely theu wilt fe 
me, thos wilt receive inftruttion : Feare removes precipitancy a 
inadvertency, cuts off carelelneſſe and ſecurity, it is the begin 
ning. that is, the excellency of Wiſedowe, the introduction t 
Wiſe:ome, e570 coqla; expats, the firſt nurcery of Wiledom 
as ( lemens Al:xand, $ it ; feAwTnus moi, as eAviſtotle, i 
makes men ſerious and cenſidering, ingenuous to invent, a 
diligent to ule all meanes of enftruetion ; and therefore Pa 
directed his ſpeech, delivered his enſtructions to them tha 
feared God, Attr 13. 16, Ye that feare God, give aud:exce 
proud, cerele{ſe, fearelefle hearers, will be but unprofitable livers 
This word of ſalvation which he Preached, was ſent to ſuch 48 
13.26. and ſo Clegevs files it, aw T1 oe; comple vu, 2 pre: 
vious diſpoi.ion to grace, Bur moſt full to this purpoſe is that 
Habb. 3.16. When 1 heard, my belly trembl:d. ny lips qureer 
at the voice axd ] trewbled, Oc. Let Heatheniſh Stoicks fan 
andrell us that a wite man is not ſubject to paſſions ; let a Chri 
ftian Stoicke corceir, and Preach, a Beleever is beyond fearey 
e 1s not to eye Gogs, Judcements cr Juſtice: ler me rel hi 

Habbatksk did. and David did fo too, 2 Sam 6.9. and aft 

he had murthered his fairhfall ſervant Uriah, he feared left rhe. 
ſentence of wrath, cenounced againft {a5re, fer his murder, or off, 
Sal. for his dilobzdience, ſhould fall upon him, as ſowe of the | 
ancients have eonceited, and not without ſome probabi ny, pl. 
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reaſon from his ſerious petitions, F/al. 5x. The :$. P/alme is 
a Prayer or deliverance from death and defirution. The 75. 
.f Pſalme a Prayer againſt the rerrors of the day of Judgement, 
And Pſzlme 76. a Prayer, that we way feare Gods judecwents, 
and not to be moved with the ter:or of men; and therfore alſo are 
we wained to rernember Lors Wife, Lake 17. 22. But that which 
Yelcaros all, and makes the Obſervation undeniable, is the exam- 
JF pls of the whole Church, upon whom an example of Geds 
Iuſtice fo wrought, that ir caſt them intoa panick feare, for {© 
Trans the Record, Great feare came mron all the (harch, and 
won, Oc, Atts 5, tt, O then ler not us dare to offend God 
in a preſumption of his merey ; let us feare ro offend, in rhe 
conſideration of his Iuftice ; Sols filii ire, iram non ſentiment, 
Faith Hi:rome, nane bur the Sons of wrath, are inſenfible of 
wrath ; let us not dally with Gods ludgements, or in a vaine 
fancy, perſwade our ſelves, ſwrely the bitterneſſ is paſt ; bur ler 
us ſeriouſly remember and obterve them, whether exprefſed in 
his word. or declared in his works ef Providence ; and if ir ſhall 
{| pleaſe him to puniſh us, and ſhew his diſpleafere by Publique 
calamities and diſtraFiens, and by perſonall ſufferings, O then 
ſer us humble our (clve$ under the mighty hand of God, and re- 
ligionſly feare him, and then none of thoſe evils ſhall move or 
diſquiet us. To feare Porerty, Baniſhment, Impriſonmenc, or 
Death ir ſelfe, Imberilis eff animi, qui vero Denm mctriut, ia 
univerſa non metuit, LaF, 1.6. c,15.17. no forrow or ſadneſſe 
ſhall pexplex us, no contingeecies nor temporal! infelieitics di- 
firaor diſturbe us, no hamane policies or powers affright, or 
iy difmay us; but this feare of God will firengthen ns, relieve us 
againſt all hamane, worldly, carnall feares, and either expel! 
them, or mogerate them, /f. 8:12.13. Pſal, 46.1.2.3 4 It 
will make us wife to prevent dangers, to provide meanes of 
ſafery, before deſtraftion commerh. O then ler not us be like 
the World in Noabs time, drowned in ſecurity, before the De- 
lage overwhelmed them ; nor like Lors Sonnes, Gen.19 14- 
T or like thoſe in Zeph. 1. 12. or Gedalie, nor beleeve or feare, 
*rill we finde and feele the wofall efte#s of our dif-beliefe and 
I. ſecurity, the. heavy wrath of God, and his eternal vengeance 
airing on, and ſurpriſing us, Cer. 40, 14; 14, buy let vs; as 
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Noah, obferve Gods warnings, and threats ; let us belceve cheehh 
and ponder them in our hearts, ard by unfaincd repentane 
and lancere reſolutions of obedience,fly trom eternall wrath pre 
vide for eternall happineffe, and chen our Faith and Feare 

be. recompenced, as Noah was, when the world of ungodly ir 
penitents ſhall be deftroyed, we being in the Arke of Chrif 
Chureh ſhall be ſaved; This was Noeks policy, ke feared, anffi 
therefore ſought a way for deliverance and preſervation, an 
therefore prepared an Arke, which was a conſequent of his fear 
and another effe of his Faith, 

6. God warned Noah to build, and Noah prepared an Arke 
to preſerve him and his, God is not {o auſtere, or rigorous i 
bis judgements, but that his goodneſ'e way be fignally noted 
in his greateſt judgements, he dectares his mercy, and his mer 
rejoyceth againft Indgemens ; For here 

rt. To his threats of deſtruction, he immediately ſubjoyn 
a promi!e for ſalvation. Ge. 7. 8, and 13. 14, thus ic happencc 
to our firſt Parents, that ſentence of Death, forts meriers 
was pronounced againſt them ; but with the ſame breath, a Pro 


mile of mercy ; and ſalvation was Proclaimed, The Seed of the 
Foemas ſball, Fc, To the ſame times, Jezuſalems Captivity, andh 
ics reftauration is Propheficd, It ſhall be carried into Babylon 
but it ſhall be freed roo, Davids Children, If they cffend the) 
ſhall be chaſtiſed with Rods ot men; but his loving Lindneſle 
ſball not totally depart from them, 7, 
3 [In the largeſt extent and granny of Gods Indge-hy; 


ments, there is (hill a reſervation, ſome exception; In this Uni 
verlall Delage, Noah, and his Sons, and their reſpetive Wiveshe 
are Priviledged. and exempred Perſons. In the devaſtation offi 
Sodome and Gomorra"), Let is within the qua/ification offf c 
mercy, and Zoehar eſciped, Rahab was not defttroyed with /e-fhb 
richo, Teremy and ſome others with him, were net led intoffit 
Caprivity with the Jews z and though ever (ince the Jews redje 
jeRtcd Chriſt, God hath rejected them; yer there is a reſidue, aFn 
reſerve, according tothe Election of Grace, Row, 11.5. fiilt 
rewnant is preſerved for the maniteRiation of his mercy, and u 
goodneſſe. - -Fi 
3- Many times the godly are not wixcd, ard confounded 
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eh the wicked; cis true, ſometimes they are ; but it is as ere 
I<Qne char many times they are not : The lofty admired Edifices, 
'Grely Palaces, ſtrong Caſtles of the Earth, could not withſtand 
fury of the Delnge, nor protect their proud Pofleſſers : Buc 
mþ4h (halt be ſaved in an Arie, a contemned and jeered bun- 
iS of Wood ; no Stormes or Tempefts ſhall Drowne ic. God 
Il feed Jacobs Family, when the Inhabitants of the Earth 
edryed up with Famine, When the defiroying Angell kil- 
the firſt Borne of Egypt, the Houſes figned with the Blood 
the Lambe, were preſerved, Ezech. 9,4. Pſal.11.6.7. Ac 
generall confagration of the World, 2 Pes. 3.7. 10, the 
eeyers ſhall eſcape, and be ſaved, though by Fire, O happy 
, when Gods Iudgerents appear, ſhall be found of him in 
ce, without ſpot, and blameleſſe, they ſhall not be eonfoun- 
| in che perillous cimes. and in the dayes of Dearth they 
Il have enough ; the Waters ſhall not Drowne them, nog 
Fire conſume them ; the Waters ſhall beare them up, and 
Fire ſavethem ; the!e wilde impetnous Elements (uf which 
uſually ſay, they are the beſt ſervants, and worſt maſters) ſhail 
"eFerve the orders and decrees of . Heaven; and when God is 
taſed to make a diftintion, he will give them a ſpirit of 
erning, to difference betwixt them that feare him, and them 
t feare him net; its his promiſe to his Church, and he will 
Jke it good, [f. 43. 1. 2. 3. 
7. Noah prepared ax Arks; God premilſed to ſave him, but 
as on this ſcore, that ke would make an Arke; its not Faith, 
over-daring preſumption which negleAs or eontemnes 
eſt and juſt wayes and means ; to depend on God for our 
Wi'y ſuftenration, or for our everlaſting ſalvation, and not to 
g our labour and induliry in thoſe praftiſes his Word pre- 
bes unto us, is not to beleeve in Ged, but tempt him; he 
t in good earneſt entends to come to Heaven, muſt ule all 
and diligence to performe the conditions of the promiſes 
muſt worke out his ſalvation with feare and trembling, firive 
all diligence to make his calling and election ſure. O then 
A us not deceive our (elves, preſure withour warranty, that we 
in the Faith ; ler me tell you. true Faith beleeves the con- 
dps, as well as the promiſe ; ic beleeves the Article of 
Y . majmon 
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mon of finnes, but npon this condition, that we repent, 
bring forch the fruit of a holy life; our duty muſt anſier 
grace, and then his grace will aſſiſt us in our duty : God wil 
no longer onr God. then we are his People; and we are fo 

his People, as we ſubmit to his Laws, and doe whatſceve 
commandeth : And as it is in the concernments of the ſou] 


in the relations of the body, we ate nor onely to belecve, 


truſt,char is, icok for a fortune or event, withour the uſe of 
meanes tO attain it ; but we muſt belceve, and provide t 


honeſt in the fight of all men ; uſe the means, and truſt and 


pend on God for a bleſſing, as Paxl ſaid, Atts 27, 30.37, 
cept theſe abide in the ſhip, ye cannot be ſaved: So it is in | 


thoſe above ſpecified conſiderations ; Except ye repent, ye 


all likewiſe periſh: If any would not worke, neither ſhoult 


eate : He hath promiſed Heaven, yer it is, 1f thou repent 
hath promiſed to feed thee, yer it is, If thou befiizre thy (elif 


thy Calling, labour with thy hands ; in vain thon exp 


either, if -chou NMeight the conditions. Further yet, whenff 


Church of God is diſtreſſed and perſecuted. God hath prom 


deliverance, bur ir is upon theſe termes, That the members 1 


of ſeek to Ged by Prayer, and reforwartion of life, and endearff 


by all lawfull and warrantable meanes to promote and ady 
ker intereſt, put to thy helping band, and then, ſemper tbe 


deat bawws ; But if thou fit lill, value thine own eaſe more i 


{ 


rhe Churches proſperity and peace, and becontent to referre©? 


bufinefle ro Ged, if ke will ſave it, let him doe it; know t 

that Mordecays reply to Ffrer, when ſhe ſcrupled to inter 

for the People the Jews,to the King, in their extremity, is r 
properly app!ycable to thee, Eſter 4. 14. If thou altoget 
bold thy peace, &'c. Certainly no greater argument of a ij 
eſpouſed to the World, beiported with feninality, devoide of 
teare of God,then, when Religion is at Rake, the dayly Sa 
fie invaded, and all Piety at a lofſe, to project, and plot for 
World, and wake provifion for the fleſh, to fulfill the luſts © 
A very Heathen will tell us, Non nobss ſolum nats ſums ; 


rr 


thoſe generous ſpirits among them, who bave expended tO o 


lives and fortunes, with much prodigality for their narive Co 


trey, will, in the day of Indgement, c6ndemae the” baſe co? 
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ſneſſe, ard waſting luxuries of ſuch carnall Profeſſors, whoſe 
rer fires and lnfts are alike inſatiable, heape and hord up, withovt 
wit or conſcience, and ſpend without feare or wit, and never 
o 1k of the affliftions of Joſeph, ro relieve the diſtreſſed, ro re- 
verſh the bowels of the hungry, nor contribute any thing, but by 
Me, ro the worſbip cr {ervice of God, Bur yet, a'as, how lit- 
e, Þrc all humane contributions, either to preſerve the body to 
oft che ſoule, or to ſecure, or ſettle the Church ? How defici- 
th and imperfecR is all our layors and induſtry to theſe pur- 
ts? Noah was at vaſt Charges, took great pains te build an 
e, but what was all this to his preſervation ? What had he 
Wdefend it againſt che. formes of winds, and violence of the 
cher, which hurried down che higheſt and moi fenced Cities 
 Turrers? How coald the Arke endure thoſe aſſaults and tem- 
Mts, which the great places of ftrength could nor refit? Or 
could Noah condu®t, and guide it over the tops of Hills, and 
id& the Mountains? But true obedience diſputes not Gods 
nmands, and if he enjoynes things improper, and impertineur 
humane reaſon ; as Goe ad waſh mm Jordan, &'c, Or, Let ſeven 
ieſts bexre ſeven trumpets of Rams-hornes, &c. yet obey we 
ſt, our Faith requires our obſervance, and performance, And 
s it holds in the inſtitution of the holy Sacraments, which 
. Se no foundation in reaſon ; yer becaule they are the Acts of 
 Þds wiſedome, and he commands their uſe; we are not toIndge 
edcanvas them, but to obſerve and reverence them. And as theſe 
.tSrrow their {ucceſfe from their Inſtitution, (© all our labors 
gd endezvours, their blefſing, from his gracious providence : 
cept the Lord keep the City, S's, Pal. 127. 1. 2, 3- nothing 
& projeR or enterpriſe, bat becomes either prejudiciall, or un- 
Jofitable, unlefſe God gire the b.efling : which we finde expe- 
"Fnentally crue in ſome kinde, famine, when plenty enough of 
forne for the quantity, bt extream want, in reſpect of the 
 Puoriſhment, when God in his Juſt Judgement 7 the Pre- 
ſpea' e'h) hreaketh the Staffe of Bread, gives it not a nou- 
ſhing faculiy, but it rather occaſions faintnefſe, and decay of 
Si11ts. Bue that which makes this Obſervation more home and 
ident, is yer further'to oblerve, That this Veſtell which he 
epaied, was not a Ship, made to all advantages of aging z 
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bur an Arke, eloſe above. without Sayles, Oares, Or any of 
Engines which man hath invented and employed for the « 
modious paſſing of Veſſells upon the Seas ; It had no Helm 
ſteere her with, mo Maſter or Governor to command 
handing of Helme or Sayles ; God reſerved to himlelfe 
glory of Noahs Preſervation, he himſelfe was the onely P 
to guide icupon the Waters, and afterwards to Harbour it; 
Providence, the Sailes and Oares, to ſecre and move it, ( 
is many times pleaſed clearly to demonſtrate his Wiled 
Power, and goodnefle, by uſing the weakneſſes of our inter 
tions, and employing ſuch mean infiraments, 2s have nothin 
power or wiſedome in thernſelves. Give me leave chus io ax 
« ; If we ſee the Arke of Chrifts Church floating like the If 
Lemnos, having no place of ſertlement ; If we ſee her mo 
upon troubled waters, toſſed to and fro with the waves of & 
tention ; It we ſee her without a Governor, having nothing 
humane ;policy or power to direft or prote her; if wit 
Sailes, having ne mace nor reſpet from the world ; wit 
Oares, any humane aſhſtances or aydes ; God will ſapply to 
the want of all theſe, if ſhe rurn to God fineerely, beg his n 
£y, and yith a penitent heart, purified by Faith, crave his | 
teRion : All cheſe deficiencies of ſecondary cauſes, and want. 
humane aſfiftances, will prove demonſtrations of Gods pc 
and wiſedome, when he ſhall bs pleaſed to deliver her by 
hand, witheut any wayes or meanes diſcernable, or poſkble 
be imagined by humane ingenuity : In ordinary wayes of 
liverance, there is a concurrent - Ault and confluence 
experimented means, the concurrerce and ayde of ſecond cauhhi 
the full ferce and firength of the arme of fleſh; buc in (ſpeci 
and extraoydinary deliverances, when God will ſhew himſe 
more fignally and clearely, he eff:Qs his deſigues by we 
improper. in{afficient, and defeRtive means | 
8. Noah Arke condemned the World, becauſe the world we 
not reforme, notwithRanding Geds warnings, premonitions, 
exhortations. - O then while the Arke 1s in building, wl 
grace is offered, whileft we are ſummoned to come to hi 
while this opportunity of repentance laſterh, turne you fra 
your evill wayes, nothing ean kinder, or retard your converſioſo 


Wot; Hz, 


ut.cither your own infenſible dainefſe and inadvertency (wWhexti 

Tet is a.crime of your wills) or your malitious perverſeneſfſe-; 
MF the Arke be finiſhed, God d:prives-you of the opportunities 
: pf mercy, the advantages of grace; the deluge of Gods wrath 
©; ready to fall down upon you, there remains nothing .but a 
Peretull looking for of judgement and fiery indignation, which 
all devoure the adverſaiies ; wanton not, play net, with his 
ord; ſeek rhe Lord while he may be fonnd, for a time there is 
hen he will nor be found, becaule we cannot finde a way, ot 
place of repentance, though with E/as. we (cel it careiully-with 

ears; and be affured, that if the Mivifery of his Word (which 
Knlwecrerth tothe preparing of the Arke) bath nor converted 
hee, it will condemn ;. if it quic\en nor. it will kill; if this 
Ewo-edged ſword with one edge, ha.b not cur off the evills 

Þt your hearts; with che other it wi'l peirce vs .cheough with 
Sccinall paine*, and never dying deaths: If ir be nar the {a- 
our of life nnto life, it will þe of death nnto death. 

s. The #1/d; though many regard not Gods warning. its 
ot muliende or -nambers will ſave us in the day of wrath. 
0 then fe ow not a multitude to doe evill. le thou periſh 
FEvik chem for company ; ehuſe rhe ſociery of the few, the lictle 
ork, and (irive-ro get inte the Arke with them; it is bet. 
-r to be ſaved alone, then periſh with the World, And hzre 
gaine ler me reſume ,may former exhortation ; Whi'elt thou 
aft the light, walk in the light ; cake heed thou be n: © mil 
ed and deceived with the faſhions and interefis of the World, 
r the examples of worldly men, (who prerend to be. and tranſ- 
forme themſelves inro Angels of light) leii rhou periſh with the 

orld : Follow the orders and dilciplines of jeſus Chtif, his 
oly example, in him is ro darkneſle; he is that Vght which 
enlightneth every man in the World ; it we ſhut our eyes 
azain(t this light, 1f we hate it, or hate to follow it, we are 
Iready condemned ; It is Saint Jo! ns (entence, John 2.19. 20, 
bis u« the cond-mugtion, that light u c,me into the World and 
zen laved dirkneſſe rather then light, Fc, Bur 
uy ro. Here is one Obſervable more ; The Delnge rook noe 

he World on a ſudd.n : 4s they were fore-werntd long he. 
pre, fo God in his goodneiſe fo ordered, that it ſhould raine 
| I «lg 
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alſo forty dayes and forty nights, thar ſeeing they could r 
eſcape with thzir remporall liv<s, they might in rhele incery 
and interims, rake occafion ts provide for eternity. © 

infinite goodnefle of God, who allowed thele periſhing lou 


rime and leiſure to implore wetcy ; theſe dying men ha a tuſji 


ther opportunity of repentance, and they might though dead 
the fleſh, yer live in the ſpirit, { have long dwelt upon No 
Building, and have walked np and down, 100 and tro tis A 


yer not come to an end. What he prepared, was for our eq 


fication, to build us up in onr moſt holy Faith, It was « gre 
preparation, contained mach in ir upon the waters, and 
affords plentifull matter both fer Doftrine and Inſtcudtic 
I ſhall therefore deſcend into a more particular applycaric 
and teuch a little of the myſticall, and this in three confi 


rations, In reſpc of Neahs Perſon, his Arke, and the DelugFi 


I, In reſpeRtof Noah: All the great Perſonages of the 


Teftament, related to Chriſt; and all their (ervices, weie rep 


ſentations of his aRs or ſufferings. eAdam the firſt, a Iype 


Chriſt, the ſecond 4daw, from w hom we derive oar lecond birſ2d 


and regeneration, Abel, flain by his Brother fer his innocent 


a Figure of Chrifts innocerce, and his death, whereunto he 


hi 


delivered by the Tewes, his b:ethien atter the Fleſh. Exe! 


Tranflation, an example of Chrifts Aſcention into Heaven, A 
what was Typified by Noah and his Arke, we have <xpre 

1 Pet. 3.20.21, The like Figure, c, the word «v; im, fig 
fies more, and more properiy, an oppoſite, eoatrary figure, 


eopy like, or contrary to the Patrerne, and was certa.n.y ulf 


by the Apoſtle, to denote the Analogy of eternall lite, where 
Baptiſme is a S:crament, with temporall prelervaticn ſrom t 
Deluge; and the reſemblaree berwixe Chriſt the Inftitucor 


this Sacrament, and Neah the ArchiteRor cf the Arke: andF! 


holds in (everall likenefſes. For 
Tt. Noth was the chrife of the ſeernd World, r5at Wor 


which ſucceeded the Delnge; Chriſt the Head of a new Wod® 


en 


to00,and of the World allo founded upon the ruines of a forge 


for as the firfl world in Neahs time periſhed, fo neceſſarily, wh 


ſoever iflued.from 4dem, was to be aunihilated, that all might 


repayred by Chriſt, 
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2 Noah fignifies litterally, reff, or vepoſe ; Chriſt 1s our 

oah, our Saviour, whe hath endured for us the flormes of 

ods fierce wrath, will harbour ug, after we have pafled che waves 

f this treubleſome world, in ſecurity and peace; and will Pilot 

Sis Church through the Rermes of Perſecution, manger the vio- 

nees and attempts of Devyills and men, into the place of his 
eſt, his heavenly Kingdom, Pſa, 93.4. 5. 

. Noah exhorted finners to repencance, and was there- 
Spre tiled, A Preacher of Righteonſneſſe : In which reſpeR he 
S a proper Type of Chriſt, whoſe errand and buſinefle it was tO 

all finners to Repenragce, and who yer by his Writings and 
inifters diſchargerh that Office. 

4. Noah ſaved his Fawily, his neer Relatives; ſo Chriſt de- 

dvers dis People from his Fathers wrath, his ſpicicuall kindred, 
Sis fleſh aud his bene, Eph. 5. 20, 
< 5: Noh prepared an Ark; Chriſt builds up a Church co 
ooimſelfe, Har, 16, 18. 
{| 6. Noah after bnilded an Altar, offered a burnt Offering, 
irp2d ſo removed a cnr(c, and procured a bleſſing, Ger. 8. 20, 21,22 
Thriſt offered himſelfe & Sacrifice for us. to deliver us from his 
«Fathers wrath, the curſe of che Law, and to reconeile us into 
edÞis favour, and make us partakers of the Promiſes and bleflings 
xÞf the Goſpel ; the Parallell we find in full cermes ſet down 
$0 our hands, Epb,5, 2, The purehaſes of Chriſts Sacrifice, are 
piritnall renovation, and eternall happinefſes, with an annexed 
Promile, That he will never puniſh us in his ſore diſpleaſure; 
{ec will never ſuffer his whole wrath co ariſe ; the higtieſt 
efexprefiions thereof ſhall prove bur fatherly eorreRions, friend- 
iÞy admonicions ; not puniſhments properly, not fruits of his 
- Fevenging juſtice, becanſe declared in mercy, for our reform 
4 ion, nor deſiruRion. 
2, In reſpect of the Ark, which was a Type of the Church, 
he aſſembly of the firft bern, Heb. 12. 23. for as all compre- 
JSended in the Arke, were ſaved, (o- fhall all within the inelo- 
ure of the Chufeh ; they are the bedy of Chrift, and he is the 
{Saviour of his body, Eph. 5.23. And fo that rule, Extre &c- 
, Wole/c03 non oft ſal, holds good. And that of (yprian, He hath 

Jaot God for his Father, who hath noc the Church for his Mo» 
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ther. So 'he incother places, Serm, .de Sp.\Savflo, '& in 'Fy, 
 Novat, heres, and the allegory, or argument, erarvn from 
Proportion, runs thus; Noahs Ark was one, aud all out of 
periſhed for their contempt ; ſo the Church is one, and all « 
of the Church ſhall periſh for their diſobedience ; this is t| 
Church, againſt which the gates of Hell ſhall not prevaile, r 
ther the depth of waters, nor the height of the rocks, eo 
damnifie this Arke; not the powers of darknelle, nor {pirit 
wickedneſſes in high places, ſhall hurt che Church, the one he 
Catholicke Church, the aggregate of Belecrers ; not extert 
profeſſors, not a particular Chnrch of any one denominati 
made np of Paftors and their Flockes: for in it are. many h 
poerites, and wicked perſons ; which brings in Anguſtines c 
ſervation, [:6, x 2. contre Fanft, Ian. cap. 15, Tnthe Arke the 
was uncleane, as well as cleane, living things, Sic i» Eccle 
Sacrament, &f boni, & mali verſantar, good and bad 
mixed in the Church here, where, he that will take pains, 
finde many more allafions applyed by that Father, But here 
is obſervable, That the Cement of the Ark, in the Hebrew wor 
comes from another word which ſignifies, propitiation, reconc 
men's or parden ; and from it the Propitiatory, whieh coverggi 
the Ark?, borrowed his name; it is from Chriſts ſatisfaRtion a 
propitiation, that we are not conſumed, that aur peace is mac 
and we accepted; it is by the wood of the Crofle, that we 
delivered ; and the word in Hebrew uſed for the Arke, is der 
ved from a word which ſignifies ts retarne, to be converted; ti 
Chuch is a ſociety, or body of ſinners converted to God 
Chriſt died for us, that we ſhould turne to God, eAtts g, 
Tit 2. 14- 

3 In reſpeX of the Deluge, r Peter 3. 26. which hol 
thus; The ſame waters which drewned and deftroyed the worl 
bore up and ſupported the Arke ; even as the Red Sea. which: 
ſucked in, and encloſed the Egyptians, was a Rode, and D 
fence for the 1ſraclites, © So Baptiſme, the Water of Regener 
tion, on the one part erncifes finne, the fleſh and irs luſts; 
the other ſides gives a new life and being; the holy partake 
thereof become new creatures. «And hence it is that Sgimt Pet 

armediately addes, after the waſhing of owr Conſciences by B 
gf S - «#81 
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me; the mention of che Reſurreion of Jeſus Chriſt from. the 

ad,to perfeR the paralell ;-For as the Deluge deſcending upon 

df Fe Arke, was a'Figure of Death ; and its eſcape in ſatety, a 

| efſoure of life and reſurreRion. So in Baptiſme, the plonging 

Uico the Water, is a ſigne of Death ; the riſing out again, of 
Wc and Reſurreftion : to denote to ws, That Ki we which are 

2 ptized ſhould die unto finne, and riſe into newneſle of life, 

=. 6.3.4.5. 

nl And asafter the Deluge, the Dove brought an Olive Branch; 

os the holy Spirit, which appeared at the Bapriſme of Chriſt in 

te ſhape of a Dove, is ſent into our hearts, to aſſure us that 
bye wrath of God the Father is over-paſt, and we are his be- 

" OFFved Children, Rom. 8, 16. : 

nel Again, the Deluge the more it increaſed and over-ropped 

lee Palaces of the Earth, the higher it elevated the Arke, and 
yanced it neerer Heaven; ſo the ſame affliftions which ruines 

d confounds the men of this World, raiſeth the Beleevers 

om Earth to Heaven, exto!s and exalts them to God and eter- 

ty. | 

Laftly, as the Arke, after the Deluge, was fonnd on the moun- 

r@Qines of eArarat ; ſo after the waves and toffings of this paſſin 
orld ſhall ceaſe, and be paſſed over ; the Church ſhall be found 

is the Mountaine of $50». that which is Heavenly, and above, 

Þ glorific God for ever, And, as Neah, after his deliverance, 

offer to him the Sacrifices of Prayſes and Thanſgivings co all 

Frernity, 

dd] 2. The Morall affords theſe InſtruQions following. 
1. Therciterated and renewed griefes and afflitions which 
any times the beſt of men doe ſuffer, are as the great Deluge, 

e decp waters, that they prevaile not againſt to drown or finke 

em a ſecurity and deſpaire ; they 1n rheſe exigents muſt 

gave timely recourſe to God by Prayer and Supplication with 
penicent heart, which is the beft courſe ro ſtay them, and 
ve the People that are in adverſity, Pſal. 32. 6,7. Bat then 

2. It is Gods mercy that they are not conſumed, a {peciall 

ceforke of his providence and power, that the deep waters of the 

nor oyer their ſoules; it requires the ſame ſirengrth 

> ſcrtle a madded enraged cumult, as to Rill rhe waves of a 

| troubled 


troubled Sea, Pal, 65, 5. which forced the Prophet fo pa. _. 
nately to Pray, Pſal. 144. 7. and Save ma O God, Plal. co . 
14+ 15-16. verſes, And Pſal. 77. 15. 16. 17. David attrib. .. 
the Iſraclices deliverance from the Red Sea. to Gods irvme 
power : And therefore Pſal. 22. He ſpeaking of formes 
rempeſts, thunders and floods, coneludeth, The Lord frrteth 
the Flood, verſe 10. That Providenee and ſupreme Power 
ſent the waters of the Deluge, and preſerved Noah in thet 
-— ——_ which diſpoſerh of all rhings in Nature, or the 
verſe, 

3z- To beware of forgertſalneſſe of God, of Pride of 
ſecurity of Spirir ; and for this purpoſe, peruſe and appl 
your ſelves (as is very obvious, if you will) upon many os 
ions, and in ſeverall circumſtances that paſſage of the Ge 
Mat. 24.36 nſg, «d 40, Know and beleeve, thar as there 
an Univerſall Deluge, ſo there will be a more Univerſall Co 
gration. Once all but eight Perſons were drowned in the 
rers; and again all ſhall (nething accepred) be dillolved 
Fire, at the great and terrible day of the Lord, 2 Peter 3.7. 
12. But this is not all, there is another Fire to Cevonre 
condemned world, for the perdicion of the ungod!y, prep 
for the Devill and his Angels, which ſhall never be extinguilk 
O feare theſe Fires, that thou mayſt fly trom them. Noah 
warned of God coneerning the Deluge ; thou art warned 
God allo, of his comming again to judge the world by FireF, 
Noah did, beleeve aud feare; fearc, and obey Gods Voyce; 
day, even whileſt it is called to day, leſt any of you be harde 
though the deceitfulnefſe of fin ; oczonw vr4; nal awd cores 
is our Faith, that we look to that day ; this our Feare, thatY 
haſte to it ; our Obedience, that we will endeavour to apprt 
our ſelves Gods faichfull ſervants, by our koly converſation, 
and againſt that day; for if we Beleeve, we cannot but Fea 
and it we Feare, we canner but look for, and baſien to this d 
and as Nogb feared, and therenpen prepared an &rke,&c, fo, 
we doe feare, we will be diligent, to be found of him in Peat 
2 Peter 3,14. Fly to Chrifts holy Church for ſanauary,and wy, 
being admitted, and received into this foundation, Jet us buif;, 
our {elves up in our moſt holy Faith, Rrive with ail care and « 
ligendÞ 


Noahs eArke. 63 


nce, that we be not led away with theerrorof the wicked. 
t we fall-nor from our own fiedfaftnefle, that we grow in 
ace and knewledge of our Lord and Savionr Jeſus Chrilt, 
teRing holinefle in the feare of the Lord, that ws way be a 
þ $\9ing firly frawed rogecher, growne into an holy temple of 
Lord, an habitation of God, through the Spiric, Eph,2.21 .22, 
t our Faith be fonnded on the word of God, and the rock of 
ri Jeius. and chen our Faich ſhall nor file; then we neither 
d to feare the deſcent of the rain, the irzuptions of the 
ods, nor the tempeſts of winds ; our Building, cur Arke will 
e us : But if we prepare and provide for the world, ſpend 
r time, and labeur for it; we, and our works, and a'l the 
'@rks of the world, and the world it (elfe, ſhall periſh. O then 
ild tor eternity, labour for Heaven, the building of God, an 
aſe not made with hands, 2 (7,5. x, God will prepare for 
a City, Heb.xr, 16. if we thus prepare our ſelyes, by holy 
dience, ro meet him at his comming. 1f we look for the 
drid, haſte to be rich, make our bufinelle, and ffudy to gather, 
adJe to an cflate, to fill onr Coffers, to raiſe up hn. and 
| chem by ear names; this in a ſober mans experienee and 
dgewent, is Vanicy and Vexation of Spirit. Vanity in the 
, fgne and proje& ; Vexation of Spirit in the proſecution and 
'anaging of it ; Vanity, for they labaar for that which profiterh 
"Þ;;Vexationof Spirit, for they fall into temptations and ſnares, 
©$d many foo'iſh and hurtfull luſts ; brings upon them a Deluge 
'F cares, and miſcries ; drownes men Fa in troubles and di= © 
TSaQcions, and after, in d:ftruftion and perdition, » Tim. 6. '9. 
anity, in that the plotrers and contrivers are wavering and une 
able in ail their wayes ; apt they are to be off and on, they 
ealily ſeduced from their Faith and Homeſty ; and Veration 
' Spirit, in that they peirce them throngh with many forrows ; 
anity, in that they promiſe themſelves a name, and perpetuity, 
tthey are deladed:; their names ſhall rot, and they ſhall nor 
joy them, Det. 28. 30, Vexation of Spirir, in that they eat 
he bread of focrow, to ac:nirean eftate; are perplexed how to 
"Jecp ir, how co diſpoſe of it, and what 'wiil become of it, Va- 
"Jity, for they are vain in their imaginaricns, and their fooliſh _ ; 
Faccs ace darkned;their inward thoughts are folly, P[.49 112-13. =Y 
_— N_— h Vezation 4 


64 


ſaving of thy ſelfe, and others; thou mayeRt þe-gonfiden 


Nodks Arte. 


Verarion-of Spirir, ro. think.they -muſt leave it, ike Phee 
maſt be layd in the Grave, verſe 14. 8c. they cannot belp: 
ſelves, or others with, itz they cannet ranſcme their ſonles,e; 
recover the health of theic bodies, nor parcha e a cure forſſs: 
-Goute. \But then they are much more .vaine, ſhali be 
.more tormented _.in Spirit, who build Sox .in Blood. and 7a 
lem in iniquicy, Micah 3 0. they that by deceit and injuf 
extortion and oppreſſion. ſacriledge ard perjury. think to 
themſelves, chough upon the ruines of others z.they cert 
prepare not for the preſervation of .their- houles, but for 
-houfes fall, and theic own confokon ; theſe properly are (ai 
fave ad gehennam : 2 Aying roll, a ſwift deſtruction þ 
them both, Zach, 5 2.3.4. Even a man and his pofteric 
33-1; 1ſay 5.8.9. Ae more riches they treaſure up tor t 
ſelves and theirs, the more they treaſare up wrath ; but if w 
provide well for.our ſelves and our g-nerations, raile.up a Þ 
and memory which ſhali nor be hog away, purchaſe an IF 
ritzxce that fadeth not; he rich in Faith, and abound in 
works; bcleeve in Ged, and feare him, 2nd yon ſhall not 
want in this world (which is thre greas p-erence ef world 
why they are ſo ative and fiirring in the.world, ip tenacion 
i!l'berall.chatchey gripe and — at all ; give, or lend not 
to thole that truely want ; * eRow nothing, or if any thir 
ſmail forced tokerr on Gods ler vice, Minil ers or Members) 
wilt, as No#h did, provide for another world ; ſpare neitherff * 
Bor pains for the re-editying of the Arke of Chrifts Chy 
thou wilt by juſtice, mercifu'nefſe, and ales make friend ® 
the unrighteons Mammon, &c. Luke 16. g. Lay up iv Ro* 
good foundation againſt the time ro came, &:. x 7 im, 6Þ® 
thou by thy religious praRliſes ſhall .cendemne the wor!d, 2nf* 
ſhall not be condemned with it, O then ſhake off careleſſ® 
and ſecurity, Zeph. 2, 15. give over your coyeting 2nd courf® 
of the world, your eager deſires and refilefl: prrinites oÞ*® 
with much anxiety and ſaſpenfion of minde; enquire and P'* 
after the wayes of life and ſalvation, with humili: y and finc 
and purſue and follow them with care and con(cience; then tP* 
1i2ht!y beleeveſt, truely feareft God, and wiſely provides forf : 
l 
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ured of Gods protefion, favour, and. everlaſting mercy : 
od will Pilot thee through all the Formes and tempe ts of this 
orld, by all the (pours and cataraQs of cribulation and perſe- 
1:ion. and conduA thee to the Harbour of life and ſalvation, 
oubr'efle the end of all Gods judgements threatned or in- 
lied, are to deterre us from linne, to keep us from finne and 
jilery. and to hold ns in obedience, to make us more conkde- 
1g, and bzrcer ; times of diftraRion, and deſtruction, are con» 
tYdcring cies, {ſap 57.1, and ceriain!y, if ever, we may juttly 
2x @mp.ain with David, Plal. 74. 3.«(4, ad 11. nothing but de- 
idÞlarion and riine in every quarter ; the Church is deſolate 
pod in confuſion, Jer-ſ.lem an heap of ftones, the ſword rageih 
d is drunk with blood : and that which heighrens theſe judge- 
jents, The 1 0d hath ſer every mans {word azainſt his fellow, 
en thoughoar ll the Land; as he did thoughour all che Adrdian 
»:þ Hoſt And yer (which is yer alſo a greater judgement) no 
z2n conſiders it, or layes it to heart; never more covetouſncle, 
xary, profanation, wickedneſſe, and a'l Heatheniſh impieries 
ere is a genera 'l conſumption of Religion, and Humanity, of 
jety and Honey ; and it is much to be feared. that as Xras pa- 
At 8198 pejor Anz , tulit nos nequiores, mox daturos pregeniem 
itiotiorew ; the World ſhall be drowned in Barbariſme, Atheilme 
nd Infidelicy ; ſo Ged in his juſtice will eaſt us away from 
)F$is prefence, deprive us of the light of bis countenance, his 
ef ruth and Goſpel; take away our pound, remove our Candle- 
wRticke, let out his Vineyard to other Husbandmen, and wake us 
»& kiffing, a reproah, and a Proverbe among the Nations; give 
1 he Phililtines poJeſton of our Arke ; and we ſhall wander too 
«hod from, from Sea to Sea, and fiom the North, even to the Eaſt 
nhall we runne to ſeek the Word of the Lord and. ſhall not finde 
(les Amm0: 8, 12. Perhaps we may have fulneſie and plenty, ro 
arFat and drink, (and the want of this is onely feared, and the 
zetting of it, onely ſought) marry, and give in marriage; live 
1 Þ'caſantly, and (according to the now uſuall exprefſion) comfors 
bly, afrer our own hearts defire ; when as immediately, we 
 (Þot confidering. are overtaken with wrath and vengeance, and 
,rÞavenoArketo ſavens; not a Noh, a Preacher of Righteouſ« 
eſſe; ro inftruQt wi; there is no more Vikon, no Prophety wore 
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in the Land; the dayly Sacrifice is taken away, and the abon 
nation of deſolation {et up. When 1 reade the finnes af 
judgements of Jeruſalem, Ez. 22. per tots, and refleQt up 
theſe preſent times and conditions thereof ; I fee ſo mach 
their finnes in uſe and praRiſe, that 1 cannot bur fore-ſee t| 
the plagues and puniſhments thereot will follow us, uniefle 
returne, repent, and reforme. And O that yet we would repel 
that the Lord might have compaſſion on us, heale onr Land, ( 
the tamules of the People ; take away all Schilre, profanaric 
and herefie, which peſters the Church; all confuſion and di 
ders which oblcures it, and we reduced into a ſerled Chrigi 
Peace, attended with juſtice and mercy, that all our hearts a 
afteftions may be united in the bands of Religion ; that « 
Arke may be brought back againe, that glory may dwell in « 
Lang ; and when we ſhall be removed hence, we may be rece 
ved into the Land of glory, 

4 One great expreſſion of our Faith in God, and feare of hir 
18 Invocation of his hely Name ; an execllent preparative at 
(are means co preſerve us in the unity of the Arke of Chril 
Church, and ſave it from the condemnation of the World ; &, 
to Petition the Recke of our Salvation, the Author and Finiſh 
of our Faith. the Founder and BenefaRor of his Chuich : At 
therefore for a Concluſion of this worke, Let us Pray. 


The third Part. The Prayer. 


O Moft great and gloriomw Lord God, who art wonderfull 
juſtice, terrible in judgement, irreftab.e in power ; be th 
our feare and dread, in the perilow time ; our ſhie'd and d 
fence, a very preſent help in the needfell time of trouble : Bd 
thou onr hope and corfidence in the dyes of wichedneſſe, an 
when the wickedneſſe of onr hecles comprſſe us about : then whe, 
haſt prepered mercy ard truth fer thiſe that ſeck thee, prepa 
ww for thy mercy aud trmth, Let all the Earth fare the Lerll 
ffand in ave of him all ye that dwell in the World, for bs ſal. 
vation bs nigh them that feare him, O fix thy feare '4u on 
Bearts, that we never turn again to fofy : Let us ſeo thy mar | 
teen loving tynderfſe, and paricke of thy plem:fal Ck , 
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Lich rhon haſt laid np for thews that feare thee, even befer# 
Ys Soxnes of Mew, O let wot us dally with thy warnings ; let 
not be ſetled on onr lees, living tn ſrenvity and ſenſuality : 
8 not the ſentence of griirmeſſe proceed againſt we ; let aff thy 
TS velations of wrath upon every ſoule that d thevill ; all the dee 
14:ions of thy righteom judgement upon all finners 4:4 againſt 
, finne, works in is repentance to ſalvation, Lot to be repexted 
: Let it worke an holy indignation, diſpl-aſure, ard revenge 
n our ſelves, thit we hate diſpleaſed thee ; carefulneſſe and 
Ware. thit we diſpleaſe thee not ava ne; a ztale, ard vehement 
ſire, to dos thoſe things that pleaſe thee, that we may be ſin- 
Wre. and without offence, till the diy of Chrift : Let no: 6 have 
7 port;on in thy condamred World , but that it may be, with 
"We herres of righteouſneſſe which is by Faith : Let th Word 
Bake deep impreſſions on onr ſpirits, take place in our affctions. 
nd be;artſe we are fore-warned, to fly from the wrath te come ; 
fiſt me by thy grace, that we may bring forth fruits meet for 
UE c tance, Give to ts great aud dreadful apprebeuſioxs of thy 
Yory and immenſity, thy majeſty and thy pemer ; that we may 
5 Wore thee, and feare thee as our God : and whenſoever we make 
ry addreſſes to thee, let ws fall low on our knees before thy foot- 
Foole with ſuch bumbl:d ffirits, and devout poſtures, as may be 
eſſe our conceits of thy greatneſſe; onr reverence to thy pre« 
wee, and onr own tuworthynefſe to apprare before thee, Hove 
to ſerve thee in feare, and plant the reverence of thy Name 
nd Laws in our hearts, that we may walks in all tby wayes 
th much d'ligence, great obſervation, ard gedby jealonſie, over 
f{ our aftions, Let the dread ard reverence of thee, thy juſt ice, 
ud thy pewer ; thy threat: and judgements declared from Hea- 
en, and many times on Earih, executed npon diſobedieut con. 
muers of thy words, wake wm t1 tremble at the recognition 
'J or Sancs, and in confederation of onr guilt, avd demerits : 
q''4 theu , O Tord, let the contemplation and meditation -. 
f thy ſure mercies, and grations promeſes , keep win 4 
iforme conſtant conrſe of obedience : let us thus paſſe from | 
2 aith to Fearc. from Feare to Love, from the apprehenſions of. > 
nj) thy. wrath, to the ſenſe and comforts of thy mercies, Let thy... ; 
W- 7 ve bak ſuch full prſſeſſiov of «wr Spirits, that wo Feare vothing 2 
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but thee ; we feare not poverty, ſhame, the power and maliceBhe 
Pew, HOY Any onward diſadvartages ANG aiſcomforts : that to 
[a8 not feare, ther gh the Earth be moved, and the Hills bec 
ried into the midſt of the Sea ; thoiigh the waters thereof v 
and ſwell, aud the mountains ſhake as the tevepeſt of the ſan 
for bus ſalvation « nigh them that feare. be kith an Arke, 
holy Church, to preſerve awd keey thew alive. O bely Je 
preſerve aud b-ep thu Church, which then haſt forrded on t 
ſelfe : ſave and deliver this Arke of thy ſirexgth from the | 
viegs of the people, and the inſurretions of evill doers : defe 
ber in peace, aderne ker with bolinfſe, build her wp in «ni 
maintain her in ſafety in alt former. ard againſt all temptati 
and enemies, that (be be not peftercd with Hereſie, Sehiſme 
Scardall, O deliver her from private interpre' ations, inne 

ou! of holg things, dot:mg about queſt tont, and m king exdl: 
ftrifes, ſtrange Doftrines, and the Dobtrize of the wnicars 
and unſtable, O thinke nyon the (ongregation which thon ha 
purchaſed and redeemed of old; nnue alt ler men bers mn t 
bands of Faith, Hoze, and Charity ; and when thow thinkeft 

of exteruall communton, Let the dayly Sacrifice of Prajer 
Sacramentall Thankſgiving, never ceaſe : let tht Order of 
Ainifters which ſerve at thy Altar land in Power , and ſe 
then forth Laboureys mo thy Harveſt. ſuch as Wave Calling, 
Aaron and Noah : wake them fa:thfully te declare thy Will 
the People ; rightly to diſperſe thy Sacraments, and atceptably 1 
entercede with thee for thy People + Preſerve then thoſe wh 
thou haſt placed in the Higheſt Order of thy Church, that ih 
lay Hands ſudden'y on no Man, but on ſuch whoſe Lips m 
preſerte knowledge, and wheſe Liver adorne the G«ſpel of JeſuiF' 
and graw, bleſſed Lord, that though the Floods of Perſe cutic 
and worldly imereſt, hare ft their Waves to overwhelne 1 
Arke, yet doe thou Coaft her in ſechrity over theſe Seat, 4 
Pilor ber in ſaf:ty into the plare of thy veſt, O preſerve thou 

in the union au4 ermmunion of thi ciared ts #: hive Noah” 
Preathers of Righteouſreſſe, orderly called, and filly qual:fir® 
for the Funttion ; let ws ffill irjoy tle freedem of thy Goffel, thif 
Ford of thy Word, the ſmeetneſſe and reffeſhings of thy Sacr 
went, holy diſcipline, publique Commuvics in thy Church, « 
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cet be benefits of the ſocie'y of the Saints, O lat not our far cauſe 
it to remove the Candlett ich from is, to give away thy eArks, 10 
 caipþot thy Vineyard to other H; ſbandres, leſt we be condemned, and 
raffh with rhe unbeleeving Warl4, but doe thou preſerve a in t: mer 
nab like calamit ics, that we may paſſe over the Waves of thes trou- 
, Wome World, ard be barboured in reſf, O ſupport ws with thy 
| eh, +h.4t when the frurd.tions of the Earth be ont of courſe, 
| ti» the Nations of the Earth are divided and moved, ſo that the 
ſtrffirts of men ak at the tempeſt thereof, our hearts may be [etled 
fealtbee. and thy ſure mercies, and never-failing eompaſſions : 
wifi by Spirit move upon theſe Waters, that the Streamer goe not 
inffiy 047 ſonles. the overflowing of ungodlinefſe make na not afraid, 
r if the great Waters of perſecution, or any othey affiiFion, drown.e 
ot, O thow whom even the Windcs and the Sea obey, now when 
Ship of thy Churgh « toſſed with tempeſts, covered with Wares ; 
e, awd rebuke theſe Winds and theſe Sexs, and ler there be 4 
cal ne, ableſſed and unjverſall Peace throughtut the Chriſtian 
ld, that we may delight and refojce in the promiſed bleſſings of 
of Goſþ:1, onr Swords may be converted into Plowſhares, and our 
ares onto Pruninghooks, Ard that we maybe prepared for theſe 
hip cies. frame onv bets to an hoy obedience to thy whole will, maks 
nf Heres of righteouſneſſe which « by Faith, ard as berommeth 
ſe who look for that inheritance. Teach ws by thy grace to de- 
' offe che World, and worldly thirgs,to lay wp our treaſure in Heaven, 
 (tfcbarity and attions of Religion, that when thou ſhalt call on 
epofit theſe houſes of clay, onr earthly tabernacler which we now 
fry about reve being Heires of R 1ghteonſneſſe, may dye in the at g- 
1 Communion of thy one holy Catholique C hurchz and after death, 
| 
] 


(er into on7 Maifters joy, 4*4 at the Reſarreftion of the jaft, be 
y poſſeſſed of that Kingdome, which they baſft preyared for all 
Ive and ferre thee, and wait for thy commirg. Grant this, 
Heaveniy Father, for thy mercies ſake. and for bi ſabe, whom 
# haſt appeinied Heire of all things, Jeſus Chriſt the Righte. 
oo, who hath given unto ns bus Spirit, the earneſt of our Inhe- 
ce. who mike h interceſſion for #1, axd by whom we cry 
Wa Father. To th» Bleſſed, Ho'y, and widivided Trinity. be 
Prayſe, Glory, Wai ſhip, and Thank (giving, now andever, Amen, 
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By Faith Abraham mhea he was called to gee mnto a | C 
which he jhoald after recerue for an 1uheritance, ob offi m 
end be went out, not knowing whethes be went,c7c by 


Braham (oceeeds Noah in the Catalogue of Beleeve 
A but in the inftances and exprelies of his Fairh, be was 

tore him. and al! his Pogemitors upwards to «Adam, 

all that ſncceeded him, till our Lords Incarnation. 
him ir is remarkable, That through thoſe many darkeneſles, 
at {uch a diftance, he ſaw his Lords Day, and he rejoyced. 
him, for the rranſcendevey of his Faith, did that Title of Ho 
b-!long, The Father of the Faithfall;he only of all of the firſt tir 
meri:ed that ſtile, and to him it is attribured indefinitely 
Father he was to all his b-l:eving fore-fathers, and all his 
their following Poſterity; ard cenſequently upon the ſame 
count, to him the higheſt bleſſing, which mortality was eapalh 
of, was afſigned, and aſſured; and that by a thrice repea 
grant and confirmation ;, {nz thee ſhall all 1þc Nations of 
Earth be bleffed + which conſignment, thoygh lirerally made 
and verified in the Perſon of Chrift, yer was ſymbolically 
typically demiſed ro Abraham ; this bleſiing was to he deriv 
from him, who was derived from Abrahaw; and therefore Ch 
is ſaid (which is yet an higher Honour, an exaltation of Abihy 
bam above Men and Angels ) to take the Sred of ' Abraham, HY; 
2:16. And this bleſſing promiſed, is expreſſed to be 4brg 
boſome, which yer is no lefle them the beatificall Viſion, ever 
ſing ref} and ſecurity, the fitting down with Abrabam;&e. i» oi 
Kingdom of Heaven ,,- 


. x. 
- 4 | 5 


Abrahams Exile. 


Zur then, as Abraham was the Father of many Nations ; fo 

'Þ Faith the Parent of a fumerous Iue of Religions ARs and 
ties : our of his loynes great Nations had their being and 
pinning ; and his Faith gave {anGtitic and holineſle, ro many 
zobled gloriovs vertucs ; bis Faith hallowed and eonlecrared 
his naturall and morrall excellencies and perte&ions ; and en- 
led tnem, holy and religious, Let Phylo/ophers talke of the 
xcarenation and connexion of rhe Cardipall Vertues, 5: grads .* 
gerantre + moſt certain it 18, that in all true Beleevers, all 
aces, both Morall, and Theologicall, are cloſely concencred ; 

| moſt Ggnally and evidently they were fo in Abrahaw, The 
raliftstells us, That Prudence is the copwula of their Vertnes ; 
Divines, Thar Faith gives being, growth, and perſeRtion to 
holy duties, and then ir ceaſerh ; as theſe ſay, where prudence 
Schere are all Veriues, nullum nwwen abeſt, fc. and no aft 
be denominated good, withour Prudence, this mecat velne 
ignes, Inna minores; (© in Religion : where Faith is, there 
aflotiation and conjunttion of all holy graces ; if we doe . 
eve, we cannot but ſerve God; we cannot bur live ſoberly, 2 
ly. and godly ; and no aR can challenge the appellative of 
igion, which proceeds not from Faith : The proofe of the 
ner, its T4: 2,11.x% 13. and of the latter, Titw x. T5, 
"hour ir, tþcy cannor thinke a holy thought ; for, animals 
- the naturall (and the unbelecving man is he) receiveth, 
1 Cor. 2.15. and where Faith is, (as the Sunne, attended 

1a numberleſſe number of Starres, which ſhe gives light and 
er too ; though with this difference, That when ſhe ſhines 
, they appeare leaſt ; and her ſercing, is their rifing) ſo ts 
'J alwayes attended and waited on with a glorious traine of 
parable ſervants, holy graces, which alſo are her propzr ifſne 

J off-(pring, as well as recinne : a.) which, bef'des the former 
fs. are eviden-ly conſpicuons in this illuſt-10ns example, 
Hoble precedent. Abraham beleeved, and therefore he knew 
SIie-rned the call, If Sheep (ſaith Chrift) know my Yeyce, 
S foTow me : (o he harkned alſo to this Divine Call; and ob- _ 
Wed it: For it follows he «beyed the call : Bur yer obferve. 
Todiſcretien of his faith ; be wert not of his own head: Hort 

abt hiroſelic, be waicedcill be ar called; be markriies 
Rees! aides hit. - 
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and then he went : And yet his obedience is further not 
Was an ablolare, and if ever (under correction be it ſpo 
blinde obedience his Maſter ſaid, ge. and he goeth - but th 
not all, he went he knew ner whitker ; this was bighly 
in verbs Magiſtri, and yet lo firengly was he perſwaded of ( 
goodneſle and truth that gce he won'd, and affured he waz 
the place whether he went to would be an after inheritance, 
it was not enough to beieeve for a while, and in theti 
temptation to faint and flag : No, after he arr.ved by |p: 
providence in that re-re imcognrta, his Faith (11) taught hi 
eendance on Gods leiſure; even in the Land of Promite. he 
mitced co the divine diſpofition, to be a ſojeurner ; ard t 

the countrey were his own, in- the divine delignat on, wh! 

cyc of his Faith alſo perceived; yet he would not enter It 
up*R that account, he wou'ld live there as a ftranger, till 
would give him Livery and Seizin ; he wou'd not take it 
own hand, but wait, till chac Power which gave it him, 0 
poſleile him of it : and after a!l this, here follows an AQ of 1 
nation, Abraham was contented with the meanrelle ot his 
dition; and though a mighty warlike Prince, and the Fatht 
enany Nations, ſubmitted to dwell in Tabernaeles with 

and !acob, Fc (> that you have theſe remarkable henouſp 
aQts ot h's holy Faith : 

I. The Pradence of his Faith he went not before hþ 
cailed ; and therefo.e it is fignally {aid, when he was called 
fenter diftan, 

2 The obedievce of his Faith, as ſoon as ealled, te 
ke diſpured not the order, he delayed not his obſervance; 
he was called to goe, he obeyed, and went : and by this 
raTteriſticke mote, the Centarian proved his own autho 
and his ſouldiers and ſervants obedience. Mar, 8. g. 

» The derendance of his Faith ; be went be krew nor whth 
and yet was afſured God would bring him to his demiled ] 
tance, and hereon depends and follows. 
js 4+ Thecontidenee of his Faith, notwithſtanding all tho 
=” jeftions which fleſh and blood could pretend againk his 
to invalidate it; and make him fRtagger; yer he is reſolve 
$20, and was confident to finde an Inheritance : and the v 
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MY 5. The perſeverance and patience of his Faith, He fojourned 
Op the Land of Promiſe, &c. And from henee we finde, 
i s, The humility and modeſiy of his Faith ; he was fatife 
led with his allowance, and ſubmitted to his forrane ; Ho 
f Birelled in Tabernacles, fc. And laſt we have, 
all 7. The wiſedome and conſiderations of Faich ; his Faith 
e elyed not on a broken Staffe, an Egyptian King ; but was 
panded on a Rocke : he obeyed, upon rationall motives and 
pnfiderations ; on ſolid Arguments, and certain infallible in- 
11Srences, verſe 10. For he looked for & City, &'c. 
el And here, upon thele eixcumſances, I might enlarge ; but 
[hat 1 am engaged to oblerve my premiſed Method, Onely 
'cYly the way, take netice. how pertinently, and powerſully the 
inflpoſtie Argues, from this propoſed Method, to diſcourſe his 
|| Yebrews into obedience and patience. 
LY The Hebrews were all of them in a perſecuted and afflited 
Mndition, ſome one way, ſome another, for their Proteſſion ; 
f thany of them driven into the Wilderneſſe, forced to fly from, 
148d deſert their native Poffeſſions, and habitations : Bur yec 
aqheir condition was not harder then this of Abraham ; theic 
h Evelations of Heaven and Eternity, were clearer, and there- 
DuSre their Faich onght nor to be lefle then that of Abraham, 
d varieties of accidents ſhould diſcompoſe them, no diftraQtie 
hins or difficulties of times, ſhould diſpofleſſe them of their hope, 
edgr out them of cheir eftace in reverſion, their heavenly inheri- 
nee : they have bur little Faith, and lefle patience, who think 
auch to ſuffer a little while, a lictle inconfiderable worldly 
ſe, eſpecially if they be Chriſtians ; before whoſe eyes, the 
reat thipgs which are layd up for them that are fairhfall unto 
e death, are moſt clearely preſented : they pretend onely to F 
aith, that dare not truſt God, unlefle they have all their defires | 
2 hand, and will not fuffer the ſevereft tyranny ; much lefle, 
pme few blows, for all they can hope for : They are none of 
{brabams ſue, they have nothing of his Faith, and ſo cannor 
aſonably expeR any portion of his bleſſing ; any bleſſing in 
is boſome. And thus I fall into my propoled way. And firft 
vr an Explication of the Words: 
"The fic Part, . 
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The Words are ſe plaine in the terrace, chat they need of » 
Expohition ; Onely a difficulty or two is to be explained, Arfj , 
the Firſt is, How Abrahaw rcceived this Call : and to this. 
thall bur Cay lictle, becauſe the Seriprures bath expreſſely Gai. 
nothing concerning it : Onely in generall, ir relates, That 
was Called, but determines rot how ; ſo Abraham had an 
plicite Faith, of the general grant of an Inheritance ; bur 
implicite Beleife, onely of the particular place : ſo we 
boldly reſelve he was Called; but we know net how, or in yh 
manner God fignified his Call to eAbrahaw ; and therefore ne 
ther can we without temericy, or preſumption define, or conf 
clude poſitively what Method or Solemnity, God uled in tt 
Call. Moſt probab'e indecd it is, That God declared his 
to Abrahans and the Parriarkes, Vive Foce. Neither will; 
difpute whether this Call aimed onely ar a temporall end, or k 
alſo a ſpiritual] purpoſe ; though to me ir ſcems evident frog 
Iona 24.2. 3. that at once Abreham forſook his Fathers hou 
and Tdolatry ; and he was ealled from the one and the othey, 
And (o alſo frem Gem, tr, 31, we may conjeRure, that G 
delivered his Cermandement to Atraham, he imparted co Ferd, 
his Father, and Los his Cofin z and ſo they all reſolved to qu 
Chaldee, and to take part with Abrahaw, though they failed ©, 
the deſigne; for Ter4h being Old, Rayed by the way in Cha 
ran ; after whoſe Death, Abraham took journey into Cana 
Ads 7.2- 3. 4: 

The ſecond Quere is, When 45rahim had this Call ; t 
is 2 circumſtance of time, and I ſhall nor be inquiſitive, or te 
dious.in the diſeovery. Onely; breifly this account I ſhall give 
Abrahams, after the Death of his Father Terab in Charr 
went into Canaan, and was then ſeventy and five yeares old.Ge 
13. 4. Which thus appears alſo from the con-rext of the Hifte 
ry : Terah lived twe hundred and five years, Gev, 11. $2, 
at that Age he died in Haran, ibid, Abraham immediate 
went thence into Canaan, Ger. 12, 44 As 75.4. and was the 
ſeventy and five years old : and ſo alſo Abreham, Terahs younget 
fonne was borne to him anne «tat. 130. And thus much ( 
ferve for this enquiry. The DoRtrimall Part will be more larg 
386 now in order followes, 
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Abrahams Euzie. 
The feremd Part. ; 
1. Had 4brabaw gore upon a fullen hnmour of diſcontene, 


s Ir 2 gating fancy of change, vr a Pare pang of Over. Browne 


le, the Enterprize had been folly, ſuperſtition, and impierys 


2d which is more, infidelity : had he gone withour permiſſion, . 


dr competent authority, it had been temerity and preſumpti. 
pn, if not worſe, ſedition. Had he gone upon the ſcore of a 
new diſcevery, and pretence of a forraine Plantation, this had 


"WHeene credulity and defigne ; or had he gone upon 4 It- 
Tort or narrative of the fertility of the Land of Canaan, this 


xt the beſt, would be interpreted, bur an innocenc undertaking ; 
t were farre from being an a of Divine Faith. Bur Abreahars 
ad no defigne, bart that which every-one ſhould have in his Re- 
igion, and that is, to ſerve God, and reftifie his obedience 
nd duty co him : It was not a precipitate inditcreer Zeale 
which hurried him on to this change of ſoyle, bur a {aber and 


ound Knowledge; not npon a whiſper of his own ſpirit, but _ 


zpon 2 Call-from Heaven : and indeed, unlefſe we have Ware 
ant and Commiſfion from God, we have no Power to Exile 
pur ſelves, to impoveriſh our Families, to ſell our Eftates 2 


pretended neeefficies will nor ſerve the turne, they muſ} be reall, 
and not of our own making, for even theſe are ſpecies of ſelfe 


emicide, and felony de ſe + He is a Diſciple of Chriſt, who 
akes up his Crofle ; not he that either deſerves it, (it is a fan, 
miſery and curſe to fuffer as a Murderer, as a Thiefe, &c, 
s Pet.4.15. it is a Glory, and Crowne, to ſuffer as a Chriſti. 


Jan) nor he which pulls a crofſe upon his head, courts a Mar- 


yrdome, when withont any prejudice to his Religion, he 


might avoyd it ; that rans khimſelfe into a milchiefe, which he 


Fought ro decline ; (r#ces wee colimus, nec optamm, Min, Fae 
Mix. pag. 97. but if it be for well-doing, and if the Will of 


od be ſo ; if thoſe ſufferings be of his appointmenr, if there. 


ef unto we be called, then committing our ſoules ro Gods as 


4 | 


unto a faichfull Creator, is matter and ground of preſenc 
omfert and rejoycing ; and after, happineſſe and glory : and 
then are we called, when we are tempted to a deniall of any 
of onr Chrician Faith, to the omiſſion of any holy daty- 
beleeve, or practiſe apy thing gs. tg exprefſe Scriptures 
P. 2 4 
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or difates of a rightly enformed Conſcience in any infl 
whatſoever ; For to proteſie, what we doe not beleeve, is dar 
nable hypocriſfie ; and to pratiſe what is nnlawfall, is bo 
ble impicty : If then we be required to profeſſe, or pra 
contrary to our heleife and perſwakon ; in this cale we 7 
called to ſuffer, and not to profeſle or pratiſe what we be 
leeve not + much we may doe for the prelervation of « 
ſelves, dependants and intereſts ; but nothing 1s tollerared 
to doe, to the diſhonour of our holy Religion, or the loſe 
a good Conſcience. When God and Man, Religion and 
tereſt, Conſcience and Woridly Relations are in competitiof 
then it holds, He that leveth Father or AMother, more, & 
Matth. 10. 37. 338. Ther, whoſoever will ſave bu life, & 
Aa. 16. 25. as for example, If I am enjoyned the Profeſſ 
of the beleife of Purgatory (which opinion I am ſatisfied h 
no ground, either in Reaſon or Religion) that I ſhould (ulffei 
ſcribe to, or avayy its truth and Religion ; in this caſe, thougly | 
p*"haps the opinion be not a ſpecie of ir ſelie herericall, ngfit 
bath any annexed impietie to it ; yet my ſubſcription to, « 
affirmation of its truth, would be unſafe, if not damnable Þr' 
me ; and by conſequent, 1 am called rather to ſuffer, then ffe 
hazard my Conlcience, and Salvation, by my P1o'effion of Þ 
Lye ; fer ſo it is to me. Thus allo if 1 be threatned wirhd 
Plunder, Impriſonment, &e. for not joynirg with interefteÞ{c 
Perſons in an unlawfall Covenant, or Sr not ſubſcribing Ac 
any unjuſt Ingagement, contrary to Duty, Laws, or Religionſo! 
in this caſe, becauſe Conſciznce aſcertains me the praQi 
are wicked and fnfull, I am not to comply with, adhere nn} 
to, or promote the Intereft of a Party, but either to ſuffer, 

be fGilent, to live peaccab'y and innocently ; and if that wif 
not ſerve the turne. then to ſuffer patiently and contendedlght 
for herennto I am called : I am neither to be awed into bg « 
refe or impiety; I may neither afſent to hareticall opinionÞ 
deftru&ive of an Article of Faich. nor content to finfall a&Þ$Y 
ons, repugnant co the precepts of Faith: And if upon this ag! 
count I ſuffer, I am a Martyr ceteris paribus in both, if ng"! 
equally : onely I muft be ſure that my retnſall or deniall 
upon good grounds, fliong ccpvifticns of Conſcience 
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ian writings of holy Scriptures, and not upon meer probabili. 
danfſs or jealoulicy, or far-terched conjeRures and fancies ; that 
orcs refuſall, be not an humor or deſigne, a ſnllenneſle or Rtiffneſle 
RY Spirit ; but che motion of a {anRifed heart upon Seripture 
* a&vclations., 

* bez. This Call of eAbrahaw we have Regiftred, Gem. 13. r. 

| oafd it put his Faith to the triall and proofe ; tor it runs in high 

d &mes, Get thee out of thy Con:trey fe. A (frange and un- 

e Guth order and injunRion, to relinpuiſh and deſert his Inhe- 

| Iance and Patrimony, and to travaile and finde out a new 

ioffyle, and new acquaintance, and to Rand to the courtelie of 
ngers, It were needlefle to &i:courle of the fancy and con- 

it a man takes to his Native Countrey, (neſcio qua #atale 
S-m,&c.) of the affetion and piety he owes to his Parents, 

the delight and ſatisfaRion he findes in his Inheritance and 

efficient Family, eſpecially if he be a man of Honeur and Qua- 

Jy , for theſe concerments being the higheſt objets of naturall 

a@lires ; to leave theſe, hawk all one, as to caft off Naturg. 
, 04d Humanity it ſelfe, But yet this is the condition of 2 
e airiftian, God many times puts them upon tria!s, calls ther to 

1 (ferings, to torſake all indearements, and adhere one!y to 

f Im; to love him for himſelſe, and above, and before all others ; 

vichd ro love others onely in and for him; and fo Chriſt pro. 

fichled nor to his followers, the fullneſe of the Creature, abun- 

 cjnee of wealth, dignities, and thrones, outward ſucceſſes and 

»nfoſperities, carnall delights and pleaſures, confluence of all 

iſgrthly enjoyments ; bur harſh and unpleaſant conditons, (ſuch 

if would make the moſt affetionare ſervant forſake his Maſter, 

moſt faithfull SubjeR leave his Prince, and compound in 

e) Perſecution and Tribulation, Poverty and Ignominy ;no 

her Arguments of Invitation, to ſubmic to his di cipline,did 

z& or his Apoſtles uſe, but ſuch as were drawn from (ſufferings, 

aþd the rewards thereof ; neither indeed could they properly 

ave uſed any other ; For Chrift was the Prince of ſufferings, a 

gan of forrows ; and the Apoſtles were banifhed, impriſoned, 

$rmented ; not one of them but Saint Job» (and he eſcaped 

th by a Myracle, when he was put inco a Cauldron of 
ding Leade and Oyle) died a naturall.death ; and fo os 

hs onc 


: Oe o 


t 
M 
JI 


_— "x | OTE. <4." FOI 


Abrams Exile. 
oncly by Precept tanghr, bue ſoy example newenArand, TÞ1cs 
ehbey +. will live m4 S& Chriſt Jeſus, worſt ſuffer Perſeruſ$s, 
Saint Pax! found it fo ; ne ſooner was he Converced, It | 
Ananias was ſent to Baptiſe him, with this Declaration fnda 
will forew thee how great things thow maſt ſuffer, Aft y, her! 
and ever after, he was a Commiſſion-Officer under Chnſþ, if 
His Motto was Oueridit Morior, 1 dye day'y ; and the Cnipde 
was both his delight, and his findy. No ſooner was Da 
Anointed and Concecrated to the Kingly Office by che ProppRe 
Samucl, but he was ſubjeRed ©o troubles and miſcries ; when 
are once admitted inte the Communion of the choſen Genghe 
tion, the Royall Priefthood, the holy Nation 3; we ever 
are obnoxious to temptations, perſeeutions. and afflitions z 
the very Bleſſings which we injoy, are with Perſecuti 
Adark 10. 30. Of the eight beatitudes mentioned Afar 
five of them them have either meanneſſe, er miſery for « 
fuhjea ; Blefſed are the Poore, the Hungry and Thirffy, 
that Moxrne, the Humble, the Perſecuted; and as it fared 
Chriſt, he was immediately aſſaulted by the tempter, upon} 
folemne deſignation and ſeparation to the Office of Medi 
by Baptiſme, Mat. 3. 16. 17, and Mat. 4.1, So it happenif 
every follower of Chrift.; as ſoon as they lift rhemſelves 
der his cammand, ſubſcribe ro his ſervice, they are ſure to my 
with difficulties, ſadnefſes, and conflidts; the Devill, his Caf 
plices, and Agents purſue them with implacable fury, with: 
wearied malice, and rage ; the ſenrence is peremptory, [» 
Forld you ſhall have tribulation, John 16. 33. See bur in wif 
harſh Language God declared his Will to Abraham, the Wop® 
and Expreffions were able to torment the Bowels, diſorder 
affetions, diſturbe the ſoule, and difiraR the ſpirit of o 
one not altogether «5py4;, who had any ſparke of good na 
in him ; he faith mor to him in a ſweer or ſmooth file, T, 
Jonrney our of Chaldee, and travell thence into Canaan ;\ 

11 ſevere and high Phraſe, Get thee oxr of thy Conntry, and ff 
thy Kindred, and from thy Fathers Mouſe : God will not | 
ſemble with his ſervants, he tells them plainly the rermes a 
condition of their ſervitude, what they muſt expe& and lod 
#or ; geicher would he have theta to fgtrer or delade the 
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yes with yaine hepes of I know not what imaginary felici- 
i&s, nor to build Caſtles in the Ayre, frame Idgas and plea- 
x fancies of Empires, Crownes, Riches, and Honourable Art- 
dance ; but wiſely ro confider with themlielves afore-hand, 
| Herher they like the rermes, will obſerve the eonditions, leave 
, if that be required, ce follow him, left forſaking their pre- 
xded and acknowledged Maſter, he take vengeance on them 
their Apoſtaey, and they become a taunt and ſcorn to others, 
# 14+ 28, 29. 30, Look to it then, O Chriſtian, what God 
znires of thee, confider afore- hand, what God hath called 
2e £OO ; its temerity and folly to take in hand ſo great an 
ecpriſe, nnlefle thou intend to goe through with it ; it is fin 
| ſhame too, to forſake it, after thou haſt undertaken it; He 
prtteth by hand to the Plough, and looketh, F's. Luke 9.62. 
whom money or preferment can ſeduce, or feare bafle auc 
his anderraking, to fide or berray his cruſt to the adverſe par- 
if, is too baſe and vulgar a ſpirit to be imployed in any ho« 
irable ſervice : Let none pretend co Chriſt, who either do- 
gly loves, and fancies the World, or flaviſhly and cowardly 
res it, who drives at ncthing bur intereſt, and is affeRted with 
thing. but loſſe or death, or the pre-apprehenfions of either; 
whom faire promiſes ean ſednce, or threats or hard uſage 
Sgbcare and fave out of his Religion, ler him never take the 
ef Chriſtian, Remember Lots Wife, who regretting 
lofſe of her Countrey, and ſome gawdy Vanities ſhe had 
e, was turned inte a Pillar of Salt. Know then, and conſi- 
r, O Chriſtian, that all thole tryals and ſufferings, are thy pore 
n in this life, that through many tribulations thon muſt en- 
& into the Kingdome of Heaven ; If Called, thon muſt for- 
ke all, and follow thy Maſter ; here, in bearing thy Croſſe ; 
ter, in receiving a Crowne, Per varios caſme, per tot diſe 
mine rerum, tendimms in Latinw, God will have it ſo, for 
wy reaſons beſt known to himſelfe*; yet ſome we' have re- 
ed from his fulnefe, which bis Word as a ſupplerory, hathy 
niſhed us withall. As 
» Theſe ſnfterings and hardnefſes tend much to his glo- 
z for by this means God is worſhipped, ſerved, and obeyed 
of Þi , and not upon 2 pretence, a defigne gr "intereſt; 
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this plainly demonſtrates the ingenuity and fincerity of 
Addreſſes and Attendance on God, when we lay afide all « 
reſpeRs, and have no ends cr firatagem in our lervice, & 
ſerve kim, to glorific him, and to be glorified with him; 
no ingredient in our (ervice, but love, and hope; when 
out ſecular ends, and not for ſecular advantages, we prolec 
the eauſe of Bod ; when we make not uſe of Religion, to « 
on a defigne, to ſatisfie a paſſion and luſt ; when we p 
Gods Henour and {ervice, before our ewn interefts ; When 
quit for him all thoſe endearements and relations, w 
molt naturally and orderly doe take up onr affeRtions; no 
ger or clearer teſtimonies of great love can be ſhowne : 
good reaſon we have to doe ſo; God had no motive to low 
but his good pleaſure ; no end in ſerling his love npon us, il 
to ſave and glorife us ; and irs but juſtice that we love ni 
for bimleife, that without any ſelfe ends we ftrive to p'caſe 
and conforme to his will, who willech nething bur our {; 
fhcation and [aivation ; and no greater arguwent of love, 
it God Calls us to it to ſuffer, tro dye for God : he that 
Part with his God, to keep kis Coyne; he that will deſerÞai 
Ration, and ncgiedt his duty, beeauſe he ſhall finde trox 
and hard(hips, and miſeries in the engagement and ſeryiſni 
turnes Renegadoe and Apoſiate, and (peaks plainly by his 
teQtien, that the ſatisfaRion of his lufis and intereſts, were 
cheife ayme of his delires and objeR he ſought for; GodpÞ : 
not at all in his theughts, his intentions were baſe and unyye 
thy, ſervile and mercenary ; ke wore Gods livery, not for 
tection, but gain ; he pretended to him, not for duty, loyaſt 
or honour, but for pay, pillage or promotion. The De 
thought Job an hypocrite, and therefore he thus Argued I 
Job ſerve God fer #onght.&c, Job 1,9.10. 11. Well he 
falſe-hcearted, double- minded men, would nor, for they are 
Rable in all their wayes, off and on, as they ſpy advanta? 


the reaſon of their lervice and precenges, is their ſucecflewapr 


prevalencies; if otherwiſe it happen, they curſe, murmureg®# 
fret with impatiency ; are apt to thinke God harh' foris 
them, hath no mercy for them, they deſpaire, and. in «hiv 
{perate humour, ſpeake evill of Dignities, Bur the ood 
| i 


Abrahams Exile, 
gived in 705, he was an upright man, there was truth is his 
ard parts : By his patience, and conſtancy in bis ſufferings; 
& declared his own fincerity, and confured the Devils ; 
evidenced Rirongly his leve to God, and effeRually baffled 
he malice of Saran; that he Preached the Devill, was a Lyar, 
[edind a Murderer ; {eb a fincere true man. who had not been fo 
 dihkmouſ! y knowh, had he nor ſuffered. This cleares his finceri> 
,and teacheth us this duty, That God is to be ſerved, whether 
en fje be pleaied to reward our ſervices with Proſperity, or tiy them 
Adverhty ; thus we glorife God.. And 
2. We advantage our (elves, Nothing more eonduceth to, 
advantage and honour of a Chriſtian, then to ſuffer for his 
ffefſion, ro obey Gods Cl! ; for theſe adverkiiics, deret and 
cover their coneealed Graces and Habits, and rakes them 
ninently conſpicuous, and notorious : Many wiſe and good 
n, had dyed under the Notion of weake men, Ideots, harme- 
e, well-natured, eafie Spirits, unleſſe while they had lived, 
ey had been pat to the tryall : many affroms indignities, 
ornes and diſhonours, have been caſt on them ; but indeed they 
tained reputation by them, whileſt their Deportment were (0 
ouYicroicke, ſo Chriſtian, nnder their Atfliftions, that as the tram- 
rifling of dirty feer gives brightneſſe to the Braſſe, ſo all thoſe 
i1Þncumelious aſperiions, and diſhononrable aſeages, made them 
glorious, beloved, admired ; As the fire clenſeth the Gold, 
d affliction manifeſts Religion, x Pet. r. 7. it is, that we may 
found to the prayſe and honour. &c, Theſe excreiſe many 
races, which otheiwiſe are mot ſo uſeful). Faith, Hope, Pati- 
nee, Selfe-denia'l, and makes us exemplarily appeare, (which 
S$therwiſe we ſhould not) ro be humble, meck, charitable, con- 
nt Beleevers ; ſuch Starres as theſe caft nor forth their light, 
tin ſneh Nights of tempration, trouble, and adverſity, But 
an afldition, and complement of honour, God Ramps upon 
m by cheir ſufferings, the Charatter and Image of his Be- 
ed, their Head ; he conformes them to the Image of his Son, 
v9”. 3. 29. and beftows on them the diſtinguiſhing note of 
zo (bildre», He deales with them as with Sonnes. Heb. 12 6. 
18. and after rewards them with an eternall weight of Glory, 
w. 8.17.38, 2.Cer. 4 17. od That wan knows liccle of 
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the Goſpel, who is offended at the ſufferings of Gods' deare 
Servants, or declines the Honour and Mercy of ſufferings þ 
Righteonſneſle ſake, The more generous Spirits of the Heathe 
had the ſame chuughts of their ſuffering fellow Citizens, ar 
of - their fuferings, Cicers faith, Oui nanquam certavit c 
ferenng, unllam women meretur, And Flor. lib, 2.0 ap. 2. accou 
the Romans greatneſſe, from their ſufferings, in the cauſe 
their Countrey, Maguirudo Populi Romans comprobatar c 
mitarbe, And it was a true Obſervation which Afinatio Falifes 
hinted at to Carilim, Ade emnes vaſfri viri, ques in ex 

predicats, erumuts ſale inelyts florneruyt, All the Rom 
Prefidents of Vertue and Valour, were notorious ſufferers ; 
che moſt calawitous Perſons for their Countries ſake, were t 
moft renowned. And this their Phylo/ophers determined, c: 
cluding the Paſſive part of . Fortitude, to be moſt Heroidff 
and Honourable, Bat now, if we confider, that our preſe 
ſufferings, gaines us not onely Honour, but bringerh 
Profit ; that they are Advantages, as well as Glories z 
thought, would almoſt perſwade the moft engaged Earthwormff 
eo part with his clay god. and wedge of confidence, for Chriff 
take, and for Heaven : And the Apoſile tells ns in plain ternf 
they are ſo; Ab things, even the workt of things, worke togf 
ther, contrary to their nature and intentions, by a ſecret ove" 
raling Power, are engaged to plot and a& for the beſt, tl 
advantages of them that /ove' God t aud no greater lovers 
bim, then the refhgned ſufferers for him, Rem, 8, 28. A firang®3 
Way of exchange, to gaine by the workt, to purchaſe by lofi 
co conquer by ſuffering ; and yer ſo it is, Rew.3. 37, 2 C 


4-17. Heb, 12, 10. and we experimentally finde ir ſo, Nowf** 
hve ſo great a ſhare of the conſolation of the Spirit, are 


much renewed in the inner man, have ſuch ſerenety of Spiſ* 
rit, and contentation of mind, as they who poſlefſe t 
ſoules in patience ; that is, who ſuffering according ro Go 
will, commir their ſoules ro him in well doing as un a faith 
fall Creator ; and this'is a reaſon why we ſhou'd lubmir, ſe 
fo why God vuſeth this Merhcd : He bronght Light out of Dari 
pefie, a'l chings our of nothing: and this is as great 4 demioli* 
kration of bis power and cobducfe, a3 "the forther 7; by 1 
© 459 - 10111 
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Abrahams Exe. 
niny, to ray'e to Glory; by: Death, ro: reflore*to Life ; 
Poyſon, to draw a Preſervative ; to. brifig the beſt our 
the worſt. And it is Saint' Aavgofizer Obſervacion, Dew 
+ bonus eff ; God is lo good, that we would never ſuffer 
ill to be, nnleſle he were fo powerfull alſo; that he could 
ing the greateſt good, out of the moſt deſperate evill, Titws 
kes Jeraialem : This che Divine Providence ordered for a pn* 
iſhment of the Jewes malice and wiekednefſe. Well, Ternſa- 
n is an heape of ones, the lewes are diſperced; and this was 
ſed by God, as a fairer way. and more effeQuall meanes, for the 
miſſemination of the Goſpel, This very order which God ſent 
d Abraham, bath in it much concealed goodneffe and mercy; 
Sad though at firft it feems harſh and rigorous, yet proprist in- 
co$vencs, in is fall of graceand truth, as we may perecive by the 
idſÞllowing circumſiances. 4brahaw (and fo we need not wander 
ſeffor an example) is commanded to quit his Conntrey ; the De- 
ne was, he ſhould quit Idolatry;and this former a proper means 
o bring about the latter ; for to abide in his owne Countrey, 
$26 been a perpertuall obRacle to his then intended conrle of god 
rfineſſe, (for what agreement hath che Temple of God with 
dols > what communion hach Light with Darkeneſfle ?) and 
dolatry was the Epidemicall ſinne of that Nation : Bur if is 
bode there altered not his courſe, yer undoubredly it had been 
ery dangerous (and no Man is te venture his Religion upon a 
hazard, nor ſabjeR it to a temptation) in reſpeR of his many 
xaturall obligations and relations of Countrey, Parents, and 
Kindred ; whereas by quicting his Conntrey, and ſojourning, in 
anaax, he became diſengaged from thole ties of Nature and 
Native ſoyle, and ficly diſpoſed ro venture on Religion, and to 
make progrefle in the wayes of godlinefſe : For its moſt cer- 
Raine, what the Reman Hiſtorian Obſerved, Felicitate corruw- 
$p1mer, nothing more deftructive of Religion, then too mack 
orldiy proſperity ; ic makes men apt to torget, to extinguiſh 
ind oblicerate all notionsof God and godlinefle ; ro pervertthe 
iveiptes of holy life, and ſet the will and aff2&ions npon: the 
arſuire of -phantaſticke; nnprofirable, deeciving apparitions of 
aſureand profit, pride, luxury, &c. is almoſt the inſeparable 
pmpanion of @ full-and bs eftare ; and it is 8 great merey 
"rs | by in 
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Abrahams Exile. 

in God to afflie, that we may be humble. ſober, wiſe, religie 
devour : Oar of very truth and faichtulnefle, God cauleth 
People to be troubled : And therefore David reſolved, It 
_. for we that I bave been affiified + that I may learne 
Starmer, Plal. 119. 71. 4ffliftons makes vs traftable and teag 
able, apt ro-receive Inſftraction. and to be kept to it ; but heÞar 
fore his «ffii#ions, he was, as [eremy ſaid of himſelfe, aw « 
wed Colfe, 1 went wroug, verſe 67. he deſpiſed all coun(Qheal 
end would have eo corre&tion; and probably, had wandred 
the dayes of his life, after the luſts of his ewne heart, had hÞ a1 
= been reſtrained and re-called by Gods «fflifiing Hand wdf an 

oyce. | 

3. Religion is net a light perfanfory employment, but 
(ad, ſerious, and laborious employment, Res ſervers eff v 
goudinm, Senica Epoſt. 49. It requires great auſterity of Spiri 
firice performances, humility, ſclte-denyall, mortification, uf 4. 
effeciuall dereliction of finne ; abrenunciation of the WorlS&flec 
called, 1 Theſ. 1. 2. The works of Faith : which as Peſc. in leing 
expounds, it is wigs tyyels;, or Wipyeuim, an ative, workings, 4 
Faith, to kill and crucifie the old Man, and all his lafls, to morfous 
tifie a beloved darling finne, to bring our bodies iv ſubjecrionf 8' 
to be at enmity with the World, to refuſe worldly pleaſurey} T 
when temprations, beyond dury or ſafety; ro rake paines in rhÞtu! 
cauſe of God, which is expreſſed by the following Phraſe, thÞ* 
lobour of love, which is «yamy xc7i608, a labouring love, ſucipal 
as {ets us to enquire after the Law, to buy the Truth, ſcarce: 
the Scriprares, to endeavour for a right underſtanding in thq9 i 
Wayes of truth and godlirede, accorcing to our reſpective opp 
portnvities and capacities ; to put on the armour of Righte4 01 
ouſneſſe on the right hand and on the left : It we be not caly/E! 
led to ſuffer and dye for Chriſt, yet we muſt dye unto finne,an(6ei 
live unto righteouſneſſe ; If not to forſake our honles yer oup3+ 
laſts; if not to goe out of the World, yer to uſe the World #* i 
if we ſed it not, that is, cut off all our portion in this hje® 
excepting ſo much of ir, as is neccflary for our preſent ſub! 
fiance, to ſecure our Inheritance in the World tro gome ; ante 
ths is eur patience of hope allo, as well as in the down-right®! 
ſuffering part, Heb. 19. 36. the barden of the'Lorg, 'a doings 
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worke of the Lord in voluntary ſeveritics and abftinencers 

a (eperation from the World, 2 Cor. 6. 17. expreſſed by 

le ſummons, Depart, depart yee, goe ont from Babel, flee ous 

the Chaldeant, teonch no wncleane thing, Elay 48. 20. & 52+ 

. bave no fellowſhip with the unfrunfull works of darkenefſe, no 

dmmerce, that is, wo complyance or confederacy with the 

ockers of wickedneſie, Kev. 18. 4. This is that which Chrift 

akes of placking out the 1ight Eye, cutting off the right 

xd; to relinquiſh whatſoever is deare or neere unto us, if it 

& an impediment, or a diverſion from the paths of holinefle, 

an occaſion or inducement to finne and impiety : all which 

as repreſented to the Church of God, under the name of che 

Spouſe, in that charge, Pſal. 45. 10. Hearkgn, O Daughter, and 

wfder, and incline thine eare : forget alſs thine own people, ard 

fathers houſe, So _—_ the King greatly deſire thy beanty.& s, 

4. God rempers the rigour of his precepr, with the ſwzet- 

[Sf of a Promile. IF the firſt part, the Summons , be diſ-relli- 

ing and unpleaſant : The ſecond part, the ſub. joyned Promi- 

1&5, are comtortable and refreſhing. God lends alwayes 2 gra- 

dus raine upon his Inhericance, to refreſh ir, when ir is dry ; 

gives ſharpe Phyſicke in a Sugred recipe; after a Seed time 

af Teares, an Harveſt of Joy. God leaveth not eAbrahaw de- 

tute, bur promilſech a great reward ; for his Covntry, Canaan 

decrer Land ; for his Kindred, a great Nation ; for his Fathers 

poſe, he ſhall be a Father of many Nations, God in onr 

<fferingr, would have us to contemplate on the excellencies, 

h$9d depend on the truth, and rejoyce in the goodnefle of his 

Fowiies, which farre exceed both the number and greatneiic 

te} our hardneſſes. And thus, after an order of ſadneſſe, he addes 

al = bleſſings of comfort ; which I ſhall breifly deſcribe in 
ngeccrs, 

I will makg thee a great Nation, Great, both in nume 
| © and malcitade, Popnlous Nations deſcended from Abre- ' 
ies» by. Ketwrab and Hagar, Gen. 25. And great allo in re- 

Wne ard vertne, men famous in their Generations, who were 
'$0er-bnilders in the houſe of Iſrael, iſſued from them, as Kings 
ehſ& Prophers. 
inf." 1 will bleſſe thee: Make thee Proſperous, and wm 1 
"- | 3. 1 mid 


Abrahams Exile, 
$. I will make thy Name great : Not onely to be the hy 
ther of the Faithfull by a perpetuall Decree ; buc te be conffl 1 
ſed among the Nations, and reverenced among the Heath, 
Toſephus bib. tr, Antiq, e 
4+ Thox (halt be « bleſſing: Thon (halt ſurely be blef 
And not onely fo, but i» abfrafts, thon fhalt be a blefſ 
ſeite; and alſo becauſe, that expreſſion, the Lord blefle the 
Abraham, was the utnall forme of blefling among the Heh 
5+ 7 will blefſe thew that bleſſe thee : Others ſhall be þ 
for chy ſake. 
6, [ will curſe thew that curſe thee : All thine Ene 
fall periſh and be ſcattered. 
7. All the Nations of the Earth (ſhalt be bleſſed in thee, 
both Jews and Gentiles, who are imitators of Abrahams 
ty, and followers of his Faith. And immediately hereupot 
coniumation of all, God appeared to Abrabaw ; which 
alſo a further comfort to him in his affliftion. Thus, D 
Vos invicem ceannt ; Heavinefle may endure for a Nir 
but Joy commeth in the Morning, Chriſt deales thus 
his Dilciples. he forewarnes them, what chey ſhall ſuffer ; 
ever annexes to his predictions of afflition, ſucceeding 
rances of mercy and comfort : In the World you ſhall þ 
'Pribu/ation: but be of good comfort, I have overcome the Wiſha 
Job 16. 33. After we are required to leave Father and Wi 
ther &c, A Promiſe is made for the receipt of an hundred 
h-re, and hereafter a life of bleſednefle to all eternity, 
are much miſtaken, and the authors of their own miler 
wao fits downe under a croſſe in penfiveneſle and anxiet 
Spirit, and never looks to that future glory which is prep 
for them; whereas if they did conſider the after rewards, t 
wou'd net count their preſent ſufferings, &c. Row, 8. 18. 
beeaute they looke not at the things which are (cen, but 
the things which are not ſeen : Temporall afflitions and 
rituall conſolations, are net incompatible, 2 Theſ, 1. 6. 
alwayes meet in thoſe, who abeund in hope and con fatliy 
of an infinite advantage, when the day of reſtitution: eo 
meth, But if we have nothing but maturall dependenc 
no expcRation or ſcenrity of Heaven, the feare- of 'Deay 
FI ; or 
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Abrahams Exile, 89 "Mm 
t Hunds ns co Death ; we loſe enr Seules, to ſave ent Perſons 
} Eftates ; our hearts faint and faile us at every ſhake, whereas 
Swe refle& upon that recompence which is laid up for Be- 
ers; this would allay all our ſecular ſorrows, allienate 'and 
e the preflures we lye under, rejoycing in hope, Row. 12.12, 
ſhall not deeline to goe any whither we are called to, to 
any thing is commanded, to endure any _— ſhall be 
lifted upon us ; we Will run with patience the Race that 
ſer before ns, looking on, and for Jeſas, the author and fi. 
her of our Faith, 
5. The former Obſervation is ſtrengthened by that which 
owes, He went, wot knowing whether. Know he did, That 
therſoever he went, God was his exceeding great reward, 
Cartius (aid, Ubicung, vir forrss ſedews elegerit, Patria eff ; 
he was certaine, that what place ſoever che Divine Pro-= 
ence ſhould guide him to, thar ſhouid be his Inheriranec ; 
(what that place was, he neither knew by name, or ſcitua- s 
1, or deſcription in a Map; yet this exigent was he pur to, 4 
remove from a knowne certaine Inheritance, whereof 4 
;£ had ſeizine and aftuall Poſſeſſion, for a firange and un- 
owne Land, which he had onely in expe&ation ; a ſetled 
Pication, for an ambulatory wavering Pilgrimage : God 
Faaires of us to! forſake oar temporall preſene pleaſtres, 
ich we taſte, feele; and ſee, for that Eftate in Reverfien, 
dle exccllenctes, Eye cannot lee, Eare cannot heare, nei- 
can they enter into the Heart of Man ; onely we have 
me rade and unformed Idza's and glimpſes thereof, enongh 
make them amiable, and defireable. Fleſh apprehendeth no- 
ng, but what may be demonſrated by ſenſe ; and carnaſll 
Sen move and aRt npon ſach advantages, as their Intelligevee 
| conduR them; and thinks folly and madnefle ro loſe an 
aſe, an Effare here, for a Manfion, and an Inherirance in 
FrerGon, Faith moves not by the direficon of ſenſe, but up» 
the di8ates of Conſcience : A®s not with reference to 
# preſent conveniences, but according to the ſuggeſtions of 
Mlicion, and exprefſes of the Holy Spirit ; is makes the Bes 
Cc follow the Heavenly Call, wich an indifferency of Spirir, 
 negleR of the preſent emergencies, noc reipeRing whether 
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of tbe Lord, foraſwuch as you know, that your labour is 


Abrahams Extle. 
ke goerh, what he ſuffereth for Chrifis (ake ; for he kr 
an 


is (atisfied, that he who hath promiſed is faithtull ; tha 


will not cempt him abore his abilicy, but will give an If 
and yer what a Belecver doth in this caſe. is no more, but 

« wile provident, carnall man doth for his temporall Inter 
The Merchavt and Mariner leaves their Fawilies and Poleſſy 
Saile inco remote. and ſometimes unknowa Countries, 

ture all the hazards of Winde and Weather, depends on 
firmenefle of a three inch Planke, and many times upon 


| 


firength and working of a Cable ; and all this he un 


| Cakes upon this ſcore, in hopes that his Voyage may 


(and, Spes eff res incerte nomen) advantagicns, or hen 


ble co himſelfe, an improvemeac to his Efiate, an enrich 


bis Poſterity, though he knowerh not which way the W 
ſhall drive him, or into whoſe hands he ſhall fail : and « 
the condition of a!l ſuch who ſeck their fortunes, they 
rhe preſent modicum, in expeRtation of a greater propor 
if it fall well, they are made ; if not, they are undone. 
mow a Belecver hath an advantage, and therefore more re; 
to follew his del:gnes ; for though he leave his pittance 
py aſſured he is. he ſhall fall into the bands of his Heay 


ather ; all thipgs ſhall goe well with him, and fo his delih, 


33 both more Re.igious and prudemtiall, This was the cc 
tion of the Heb: ews the Apoſle wrote unto, to be Plunde 


expelled their Houſes, Exiled from their Native Soyle ; tor 


vagrants and wanderers, without any ſetled place of refider 
but he confirmes them by this conhdera: ion, this very Ef 
was long fince prefigared, and as it were conſecrated in 4 


baw, if then our cale be, as this of 4breham, or theſe Hebre 
or as the Primitive Chriftians, whoſe Motto was, Quos faf 


mu, habemm, quo fugiamwe, nin habemw, Yer let the 
confiderations of Faith and Religion, and Reaſon, ablifh 
ſertle our minds and hearis in a patient ſubmiSon to 
ood pleaſure and will ; let them who have not hope, or 
_ cheir Portions and their hopes here onely, free, mar 


| 


and repine ; but for ns. (Chriftian and beloved Brethren) +Þi0 


be fiedfaft and unmoveable, abounding alwayes in the 


Abrahams Zxile.s 


ih.tbe. Latd, -- It; was the -Panegyrighke-whick (oryſoft, 

of bis Antiochians; br: wx 1keyzu v way, x35 q1aofoplar & cop ger, 

No contingency, diſafler, feate danger, difficulty, or bard- 

ſe could abate or coole their Zeale ; nay, ſaith he, it did not 

ely not extinguiſh, dane xa} ers wider, but did the more in- 

ISme and kindle, Hom, 4. ad Pop. Antioch, Which brings.in the 

6, : The perieverance of (Abrahaw: Faich. by which he abode, 

. There are. ſame, who begin in the Spiric, bur end-iq-4h8 

ſh : their Religion, is fierce and violent at the fir}, declaras 

Sn, but after cooles and (bakes; like choſe Galls mentioned 18 

tib. 1, Hift. cap, 6. Quorum prime impetis oft major quan 

rum, ſequens wynor quam feminaram ; their firſt charge iy 

het, then ,thar of men, the very,nexc fainter then the af+ 

tx of Women ; Like: the Ghildren of Epbroavm, whe being 

Wrneſſcd and earrying Bowes, turned themielves backe in the 

Gy of baccell. They are all Religion at the firſt overture; Noe 

g but come ſee my Zeale for the Lord of Hofts ; but the de- 

ne is diſcovered the hypocrite raiſed, and it was the heatg' of 

aſt, or the. fury of a paſſion; their precences, like urkcmely 
it, HeVer comes to maturity : Of che two and; thirty, thou 

ich G-deow levied co fight with the Mideanites, two and ewens 

WY. chonſand poore ſpirited cowards, (who probably would va 

ar highly of their valour at the firſt) deſerted the ſervice 2 

ad upon a ſecond afſey of their reſolation, nine thouſand. (c. 

n hundred fell off. Thoſe who. by their Bapriſme ace lifted in- 

the number of Chriſts Souldiers: and when they are called 

the ſervice, are diftraked with baſe. unworthy feares and 

ouſies, and like white-livered daftards, cicher Apoſtate. or 

ne would ; or are fo foftned and (ctled with caſe and ſenſuall 

Slights, chat they cannot, or would not endure the burden and 

ate of the day, are no Subjects of Chriſts Kingdome, no 

embers of the Army of . Martyrs. the company of Saints, no 

ildren of Abrabam, nor reipeAing his tewporall conveni- 

s or relations, converied in a farre diftant Countrey, and 

d there 35 a Stranger, never longing, or in his thoughts re- 

nning homeward ; which is a new and mere heightned cryall 

his Faith, chen che former : Fer now in this exigenry] his 

ations ſeems t9 be Locally fraftraced, and his confidencey 

X F N deluded, 
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debeded, is a wth, as after ke arrived in 'Cancer; whic 
td on for s Poſſeſſion, he obcained: norhing per 

or fixed whick he could owne or challenge, bur a Sep 
and this alſo he purehafed feventy yeares after bis arrivalitf 
Emterre his betoved Search, his Companion bock in bis Ty 
and Hopes. Neither did his Peftericy. lnheric avy part er 
cel! there, tilt tome yeares after his life dexerwined: and 
re, ic is figni expreſſed bere, He kved is Tents, r 
Villages or Mankon es, which are fixed Places of refide 
bay in Tabernacles, which were portabte and moveable | 
inge. He was neceſſitated ro ſhift Quasters from Place ro Pi. 
fometienes tothe Mountains, fornetimes vo the Champian ; 
this he was pat-ts with //4ac- and Jacob ; with fuer 
wwe five yearts; and fifteen with Feceb; The more eAbraf 
endeavoured the advanecment and ferttement of his Poſledi 
che lefloreaſon he had roexped ir; all his tabours proved 
ceflelefſe, and his hopes vaine : For while he'promiied himiife 
z'Courtrey, he and his Wife lived avd died there in the off 
ety of Strangers onely ; and his Poflerity bad no other 
come for theny! years after thern, ' And yet 1t had been < 
content and fatisfation; if he could have commu. d there; 
2 deveuring'dead[y Famine drives him thence into Egypt 
fupply of Food: And even here alſo he was neccffirated as af 

im to ſojeurne and wander, Fleſh and Blocd would . 
ve digeſted theſe difficulties and eontiarieties ; bur the 
alt frled; yet his Spirit refied contented and quier, and he of 
ſevere+ unto the efid, becavſe bis Faich "was argumentative 
ratienall For thus did he diſcourſe himſelſe into Contentat 
and Perſeverance : What ? though at once 1 be diſpoſſeſli 
my inhertanee-and hopes ; though 1 have nothing to live 
but bare dependenetes; yer I'rriift in God All-fufficient, Trudf 
Kife, Wiſedorye'it ſelfe/Goodneffe ir fee"; } will nor que" 
on his veracity, preſcribe to his Wiledvine, ſaſpe# hjt goodud* 
this 1 know and aw affured'of, that he can, and in His pl 
time will, accompliſh his engagement ro my Pofterity 7 
ay for me, he will conferre on me in'lieq of 'q!l theſe 3tu 
faſrics, what is infinicely Seger, bis Heyveh! "i dJowe if 
eompariſci wicreof, rh&wetgtiall Heaven? and the Ylbry wa 


Abrahams Exile; 
iethe E:rth and the falnefſe thereof, are but meer exprineſſes 


vanities; for (o it is turther exprefſed. he looked high: farre 
ve the Earth, at « City baving a Foundation, verſe 10. of thid 


alKz pier, This very reaſon conclu les his Faith not co be Enthu» 


ick nor fantafticke, but as I ſaid, diicurſive and rationall 
Faith was (uſtained by proper and effeAua'l medinms, and 
fore conftamt'and perieverant, durable and wnalcerable. like 
ohtidation, and in'a ſubordination like ro that Foundatioti 
= Founder his Faith relyeJ'on, From all which Premifes, thele 
 lÞ generall Doftrimes are deducible. | 4 
Pk. When Gol makes over to us any Protmiſe, we are wholly 
; Wreferie che Time. and Manner of irs accompliſhment, ts his 
yood pleaſure and-wite Yiſpoficion ; it 'belongs nor ro ns to 
tribe or deternmineany thing, in reſpeR of cither the way, of 
je of the Execution bf - His juſt decttecs. or performance of 
gractons Promiſes; for this-is not ro fabmir to, bur chal. 
2 Gol; and which is tnore impnJdently daring, to impoſe 


ff God ; Irs in Seripruye'expreffion To rewpr God, Proveks 


Gritve bim, Pl. 78. 40. 41. They Imited, they bad the 
arecſlero appome God, when, and how he fhould fave them 13 
. this was, to provoke bim &c. 
>. Got accomplifheth his Promiſes in farre choycer bleſ- 
Bs many times, then in his Grant are awarded pr expreſ. 
. Andi yer this doth nor brexake his Charter, bot commends 
Liberality ; For as the lefler is alwayes contained in 'the 
ter, fo he that gives the greater doth abfo give 'the leflerz 
that promiiſerhcheloane or gift of a Penny, and inlict'there- 
g ſendeth a Ponnd, or in Read of a Ponnd, giverk a Diamond 
the valne of (ſome hundreds, violates not 'bis Promiſe, 'but 
antifully performes ic ; and by his bounty and munificence; 
| th a new Obligarion, znd-occafion of gratirirde and -ob- 
acSrvence, And rhas, e Earthly Tnhericancts are fervice« 
cohely for our preſet zccommodartion, God was berter chen 
word,in 4h9tbaw corftrutticon, when te beftowed on him 
eeven and Life Brernall, That Promiſe made to the Ohedi- 
dt #thetifch Commuandernent ;or (if that be the meaning of 
Tarls) The wed (hut Inherit the Exrth, Marrh. 5. are both 
Hihed ; when God calls bis ſervants, the Obedieat and 
N 3 Meek 


Abrahams Exit, 


Meek out ef this World, ju their Youth and fulneſſe of 
row, and Eftates 'them in Heaven ; becauſe he gives the 
at. 15 21. the bady for the ſhadew, the ſubſtance for 
Image, the Trath for the Type ; and fo that Promile, 
10, 30. is made good, if performed here or hereafter ; if re 
penced with reſtitution of the {ame in ſpecie, though that 
every reſpe& may nor be preſumed, or the reward comin 
into. Eternity, And this holds in many diſpenſations of 
goodnefle, wichour a removall to Heaven, if God exalts 
enderſtanding and ſpirits to firong and (crious appreber 
and contewplations of his excellencies and pcrfc&ions, 
we arc here in an otherwile {ad and cragicall Eiiate: as fot 
Kance; If he permirs-us to be indigent, and ſharp-ly ne 
eons, yer gives treely of the treafures of his Wiſcdome in 
wall Underſtanding ; to. make us rich in Faich, and abo 
good Workes ; If he ſaffer.us to be periecured and afflicted, 


ft 
| 


yer affords peace of Conſcience, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt | 


in theſe interims, the loye of Ged be ſhed abroad in ous he; 
and we be rooted and grounded in onr bopes - If in ignom 
end diſhoneur, and yer the Spirit of God and Glory ieft 
us ; If in maladies and bodily infixmiries, yer the difter 

and: diſeaſes of our Soule be removed and cured, and ſpirit 


healch and life ſnbflicated ; If diſpofiefied of our Inhericanfivo 


and yet we poſſeſle our Soules in patience, this is not to 
ceive hard meaſure at the hands of God, but good mea 
preſſed downe, ſhaken together, and running ever + Goe 
theſe dealings is not hard or anftere, but good and graciow 
ns, And O that we had the fpirits to dilcerne, and the lig 
ro diſtinguiſh, and hearts to come, take, and ſee how grac 
the Lord 1s. 

Laſtly, Abrahams Heavenly mindednefſe is comſiderat 
yl in neng In Can4er he Yay Fas Tents, Am 
tory and uncertaine Lodgings ; In Heaven he expeRtcd a Ci 
— firme od ha of perfeR and lafting le, 
Cavann he lived in the open Ayre, ſeperated from x 

ty of the Natives ; In Heaven, he ſhould finde a d. 
where aic rclident the ippumerable company of Angels; 


: 


Abrahams Exie. 93 


nQifying Spirics, the general! Aſſembly and Church of che 
rſt borne ; the Tahernacles he moved in, wete the Workes 
Mens hands, of their compoſiticn and faſhioning ; the Ci- 

y of the living God was his owne Fabricke, God the Ar- 
nice& and Builder, 2 Cer 5. t. So this Ciry was not a ter- 
Wne Habication, ſubjet to mutations and caſualticy, by fe» 
all contingencies and modes of Governement, but an hez- 

aly, whcſe Foundations cannot be removed or ſhaken. Here 
low, Citics are many times broken with diviſions, faRions, 

| Intereſts ; where we way not abide, unleſſe we be a par- 
(and there is hazard) or newters ; and then we are liable 

be hated of all, and to be abuſcd by every prevailing facti» 
This Ciry of God, is furniſhed with the peace of God, 
intained in- a perfet and indifloluble unity of the holy 
ints and Angels. O let the ſame minde be in us, chat was 

1 Abrabaw ; deſpiſe the World, becauſe we thinke of Hea. 

n ; not co be intangled with the luſts of the World, becauic 
we are Strangers : in vaine doe we look for a Manſon 

, unleſſe here, as Strangers and Pilgrims, we abſtaine 
tom fleſhly lufts, x Peter a. 11. Unlefle by Obedience and 
ience in well-doing, we goe out of Babylon, into the place 
hich we ſhall aſter receive for an Inheritance : Unlefſle we 
voyd and flee from the occafions of fnne ; unlefle we deny 
ur ſeives, and become Humble, Patience, Chafte, Liberall, 
rcifull, and Obedient ; Javitamnur ergo 4 Deo Parre, ut fa- 

ce Of beata commutatione, Patrem Diabolum velinguamie ; If 
come not, or be not cutertained when we comes, Perditio 

v4 ex te, our deftruction is of our ſelves. The whole I ſhall 
ut np-avith Saint eArgaſtines words, ib. Serw, de temp. 
erw. 58.” Nevum bec probationis geum, habenti propria, exi- 
indicere peregrine, ingerere laborew itineris quieſcenti, ins+ 
rare penuriam poſſidenti ; & tantarum facultatem Domine, ne- 
frratems e peregrinandi, Libenter tamen des acceyit, 
icquid ar SEED incredulis, &f ſententiam Dei tan+ 


gn = videretsr, accepit fidels, And chus I paſſe to 
art, 


The 


' Abrahams Exile, 
The thicd Part, The Prayer. 


Oo Incomprehenſible, Immutable, and Altl-ſufficient Lord 
whoſe wayes are in the great Deepe, and whoſe Foot. 
are not knowne ; who by ſecret method; of mercy, ordereth 
faddeft comtingenties, 16 the advantages of thy Servants, aud 
thy Wiſcdeme and Power bymgeth g ood wat of evill: We gfe 
thy Wiſedeme, celebrate thy Power. magnific thy Mere. 
thy Goodneſſe, admire thy Providence, and "de moſt frunb ly 
plore thy Gruce and dfſiſt ance, that we wi'h great avrentzon, 
fevetion, and much humility, may beavkes ro thy Heawenly C 
the expreſſes of +by Will, and the motions of thy Spirit, an 
= ready to Obey is leave, rhat at ul rimor we may exyrifſe 
obedience by an ffeltnall Horeliftion of onr finves, and wor 
Yiow of owy Infts ; and when thox fleaſeſt. we ray with n 9 
and week Spirit, be contented, «wul{ 'rvefignell i ul cha f # 
ſor ani condition ; and when thou calleſt, redelity for, af 
viturall Invrereſts, Relations and Converionces. Lit wiutony i 
to 0u7r Worldly endearemmet,-or the frart, vr ddfſe of onr Bu 
thy Poſſeſſions, be ever ubtt to iſpoſſofſe > of onr hopes of 1h 
vex., Lot ws never pritiſe avy iniliveft vr wywarrantable ei 
ſes, tither t2 procure, vv preſerve a» Eftare ; that we (bring 
grim and Stranger: here, in fffeftion as well an condition, 
long after, und Uabruv for a eoniveening Ony, dewelrring our fe 
as ry 1 i All modeſty will fobvicry ; ifioy as Strany 
m7 homewarls ro our Coumnryey, tht Feattnty Terufa 
ever- bAyng the prefert, and erring the furcre, the How 
Alarfhom nt wade with hands, the Puher:t ance _—_— 
dofted, hit filter nor away, ererndll be the HexmornrdNtrah: 
Sofomet. whe piare If voff 1 the Sownes of Abram, vo thee 
ever with rhe Bod of Abrttharn, To which God, 'Furbey, $ 
ol Holy Theft, be of Sley, Henewr, ind font ery, ies 


aol +» wi Errenty, Amen. 


SARA Hi 


; 
, 
| 


SARAHS Seed. 


f Heb. It. £0. £2, 

h Faith elſo Sarah her felft received firength mo 
nos. nk Seed, and was delivered of 4 peri gr.» 
was paſt eAge, becarſe ſhe judged bim faithfull who had 

. #ramiſes, fc. 


Arah was Formerly 4br hams conſort in his Exile ; thee 
| = is now his Partner, in the Promiſes Seed; they were con- 


} by God in holy Wedloeke, they are not ſeparatedor 
divided in their holy Faith; and fo, 2s neer as might be, 

ie Apoftle joynes them in his diſcourſe, for honoured Exam- 
les of 'Faith and Magnanimity, 46brahews followed the Voyece 
d Call of his Lord and God ; Sarab followes the example of 
rr Lord and Maſter (tor ſo ſhe zchknowledged him, 1 Pev.3.6.) 
ad is there'o;e the immediately follewing Example here ; and 
deed for the Honour of her Sex, is put into the Catalogue ; 
en that Sex, chough rhe weakeſt, may for all'thar be Rirong in 
aith ; and therefore ir is emphacicil]y.expreffed, ua? 'wny Z apa, 
nd alſo for the enconragemenit of 'the Hebrew Women, that 
hey would ſubmir to any conditions with their Yoke-fellows, 
{ nor through ſoftnefe, delecacy, or wantonneſſe, decline 
bpactnerfhip with their Husbands in their ſufferings ;- nor 
rotigh' incrednlity,or tenderneffe, endeavour to difiwade ther 
mm, their ſtefdfaRinefſe, and pus undertakings.) For che 'He- 

ry Men were ambirious' to be called che Sonnes of 465vs. 
am ; and the Women, the Danghters of Sarah ; andas they 


ook themſelves obliged to the imitation of Abrehews Piery ; 


: 
[7 


eſe, xo follow the Faith of *ar«b; whom Saint Peter it 
gve=cite@ Place, commends, for ker Obedience toher 
* | | : Husband ; 


Sarahs Seed, 


Hushand : And our Apofile here, ſor her Paith in God. 'p 
Faith alſs Sarah her ſelfe received frength to conceive Seed, Oifeei 
The firſt Part. r 
The enquiry will here be, whether any extraordinary abilll6e, 
ties were de ove, conferred on Abrahaw and Sarah, to fires | 
then chem for Procreation 2 And to this I awſwer, That thoughad: 
they were not ſimply unapt for Generation ; yet co hamane ah; 
prehenſion it was alrogether improbable, chat Abroham uſer 
Sarah after fo long *<6-habitarion without Iſſue, ſhould Gfcl 
length in their Old Age have Children ; for if in his:youngkn 
yeares he received no Children by Sarab ; much leſlie hoperwio 
there when he was an hundred yeares Old, and Sxrab ninety 
and ſo if we reſpe& Sareb's former-fterilicy, and preſent | 
becility, that ſhee was both Old ( Por it ceaſed i be with 
rah after the manner of Women) and Barren, the Worke (ee 
miraculous. For rhou:b 4brahaw received nonew Generati 
faculty from God to begert /ſaxc; yer certainly, in as muc 
Sarah both in her youth (and then the cuſiome of Women cal 
tinued with ber) was Barien ; of neceſſity (hee, muſt be ma 


more, when the was beth Old, and that nic diſcomtioued;; 
ſo we may ſafely determine, God gave ber firepgihto Concei 
-which formerly {bee-had nor. Tis true, Adaw: begort a Ch 
at the Age of 130. yeares; and Methſe/ab at r$7. Gen. 
& 25. but theſe lived eight or nine handred yeares, and fo 
marvell, But after the Doves the life of Man fhranke up, 


Mhortned; and in the peri 
lived not ewe handed yeares ; for . Abrabam lived but 15ar 
yeares, and Sarah 127. who yet are noted for old People. WMſpit 
in Mofe: time, they were reduced to ſeventy or eighty yeanſi 
ſal. go. And ſo in that period wherein Abrahaw lived, 
bably there was more required then the ordinary firen h& 1 
Nature at,av bundred yeares; (and theugh. after Sarah's pn the 
he:had many Children by Ketarah, yer this was from the calf} 
tinnance,of that ſapernaturall Power, which be reecived ſrafſSe 
the Begetting of /ſa«c) and as for Sar«h to Conecive at ni 
yeares, was certainly miraculous, ſeeing be in the prime and «eh© 


\ccived pregnancy of her Age, was Barren. | 
Bat here anvibes diSeulry is to be cloves oboe paſa 


berween Abrabam and Hoſes, mia | 


AX 
weby 
| OE 


Sa2rahs Seed, 


£arah is reported to laugh at the news, that ſhee- ſhould con- 


ive, and was ſharpely rebuked for her incredulity ;. how then, 
n it þ: verified, That :browugh Fauth ſhes recerved. O's. or that 
e jwaged bim faithful who had Promiſed ? To this Quere, it 
is an:wered, That probably this was not a I-nghter of joy ot 
dmiration, bot contempt and ſcorne, conceiving the lubjet 
marcer of- the re/ation impothile, and f r diealous : neithe 
n ſhee be excuted, tor. that ſhee kne.v not whether God WW 
ſelfe, or an Angel delivered the WerJs though as ſoon as the 
knew, ſhe acquielced-in-the revelation : For that poſitive aſſer= 
ion, 1 will rears «t 4 ſet rime,F ec. dh evidently argue, that 
he affiemer. was cither God himſelte, or an Angel ; and Se- 
«bs denying her {elfe to laugh, is evidence enough, that ſhe was 


ronvinced in Cenſcience, that he was God, or an Angel ;.nei- 
her could any one have rebuked her for incredulity, but God, 


bo is the alone (carcher of hearts ; And ſo Augufixe reſolves 
Tow. 4- queſt, ſup. Gen, cap. 36, D ons:». 6 won redar grit Abras 


Sham ce r:ſcrit, qaia time riſe admiratiorls &f lattie fait F 


Sara” vere "redarguir; qure fit riſme dubit-tionts, &f  «b 570 
udieari prinit, qui cords hominam nevit : Vet he thinks it & 


omanly meJeity at firft co deny ic, though (be was o ingeni- . 


Was, that after. the reprehenfion, fhe neither defeyded ir, not 


plyed,; bur Bcleeved... Sarads Faith then was mixed with ins 
redulity, or-weakenefle, like bis, Afarks. g. 24. and though at 
ze firſt conceit ſhe ſeemed to dil-beleeve the revelation ; yet 
ſecond -cenfideration, maſtered and ſupprefled this carnality ; 
id fo ſhe received Rrength tg Belceve, and to conceive ; het 


Wpiric prevailed againſt the yo 1 of her fleſh, and her Faih 


ailed oyer, her oacuzall imbicilicy and RQerility. *, 
The ſecond Part. 


Ler us next coafider what Arengrh our Fa'th may receive from 
the Premiles, and what ifſue this fruittull Prefident affords. 


- (I. | Ffbrahaw. and Sareb betore they received the Promiſed 


_-_ 


ced, were almoft our of; hopes ; they agaiplt and above 


a hejceved in and nnder hope; their Faich muſt bz fequemy 


Dangheerrof Farab: The Chile of el 

ng Daughters of Saran, ildren of Iſrael are pros 
diſed Deliverance, yer after *% cheic Tazhewaliers are” more 
dats; ; { s ao Ir 


pd 
4 
\ o 


n -_ 
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Sarahs Seed. 


rigorous, their Bondage: more incollerable. and rheir yoke he 
vier: and after they retyrne our of Egypt they weet with no 
thing but rhe repreſentations of Death and ſeeming impoſi 
bilitics of eſcape; the Red Sea before them, an Army of Eg 
tians behinde ; and they were at a lofie in themſelves, cill Ge 
by 2 _—_— forced a way of Deliverance. J-ſcph is promi 
bigh advancement, and ſuperiority over his Brethren ; but for 
long time he finds nothing but hatred frem thers ; and ſervitni 
and flavery frcm the Nerchants ; and after all, he is ſentenc 
to elole impriſonment ; and in this condition he lived, till 
by an undiſcernable way of mercy, preferred, ard cxalted ij 
his Brethren, David had a Crowne afligned him, arſe 
was aQtually and (olemnly Evthroned, though not polſefled 
bur before that he obtained it, hz was chaſed like a Purtrid, e « 
the Mountains; he was baniſhed, avd forced to hide kimſel 
in heles and caves ; all he gained by it, was to be a mil 
ble fogitive and vagrant; till'God moved che. hearts of rhe 
fraftory 1irzelices to' accepr him, 
3 Thar Attribute of God, which S-y«b moſt conke 
was his fidelity or faithfulneſſe ; She judged bud fanbful : 
* Word fignifies, trach, Sweer:ty, to beep toueh : Inf Seripture ſer 
it imports power, aud ſ»ffietenry to performe an engagement 
Thus impotent and deficient ſobjedts are faid to be falſe z 
lyars; A Horſe « @ he, Pſal. x3. 19.' that is, enable to del 
ver : great men are lies, they promiſe. but per forme not, P ſac 
62. 9. but God is faithful}, full of goodnefie and power, 
willingneſle and ability, Hcb. ro. 23. Pſa. 36. 5. & 57. 
2 Tim, 1.1%. | | FITQ 
3- God' patdoned farebs 'ibfirmity, upen her xfier repe 
tance, and beleife : he charges nor his Children wirh'ttofe e&F 
rata's they ftrive againſt, and are to rhem invincible ; neiche# 
doth he efteeme of, or cenſure thera according to that piiecix 
which they oppoſe and deny ; bat according ro-rhat which igev 
Pras omInant, and the denomination is rom the berter or preqfe 
vailipg party. Peter, notwithflanding his doubting; 5s in i 
ccount of Beleevers; Why donhreft thou  O thon'ef li 
5 God will por quench the ſmoking flax, nor briiiſe the 
kcaken reed ; Faith, even to the pictance andproportion' of q 
0 beg £ 


S:rrahs Seed. 


abraine of manftard-feed, ſhall be accepred with him, whoſe pro» 


perty is co be caſe entreated ; And herenpon he entitles bim- 
Jelfſe, The good Shepheard, becauſe he raketh the weake Sheep 


n his armes; and the weake Beleever is received, thongh' nor 


Sor his weakeneſle, yer even for that a Belecycr Row, 14. 3. God 


zath received him ; he is Gods (ervant, verſe 4, Sarabs infir- 
ities' are covered, her Faich commend.d her verrues excbl. 
&' her defailings not mentioned. Gods goodnefle and long- 
affering coloured and concealed Job: i.npatience ; and hong 
murmured, yet it is\ſaid exorcfſely, He fexcd wot, becauie 

- his fincerity and faithfalnefle. Indeed che Law requires per- 
eR unſinning obedience, and approves no AR, but what Þ 
mubur neimers, in every circumilance good, without the leaſt 
& or imperie&tion, bonnw eff ex integra ca<ſe ; bur the 
dſpel offererh more grace, accepts Ce weake if fincere, en- 
avours of Beleevers, Pſal. 104-13 14. Afal.y 17. O then 
pry we, if we bart faich/ull ſervants, if our workings br bas 
ordiall- and upright ; no evill adhering circumſtance ſhall be 
r able to'condemne ns : O that we would imitate this good- 
xefſe of God ; irs the faſhien of the world to extenuate or con- 
le our neighbours yertues, to proclaime their bad ; which 
roceeds from a ſpirit of Pride, Se fe-'ove, Envy, Detradtion, 
Malice: The CharaRter of our Heavenly 'Farher; is the Lord 
od and gracious, long-ſaffering, and' of great goedneſle, pit- 


Koning iniquicies, tranſgreſſions and finnes, not imputirgg c6- 


ering them : O chat we werelike him in Charity; if we wete, 
hem our Charirty' would cover a malticude of faulrs, 

4. Sarah and many Proptrerefſes, rhe Virgin Mother, and 
[ny other! holy Women, retorded for follewers 'of Chrift, 


have ſufficiently honoured chat Sex for'their Piety ; and chere 
Sharh'been from Age to Age ſach of "them as have remonſtrs- 


1 
it 


| 


eq} 
Fi 


ed their magnanimity-and fincerity, 'Saint Baſil relares, Three 
Honourable Matroni imnatdiacdly before her Death, « 
hiY'EXMGHAtidh to thoſe of her Sex; who were SpeRatory' 
Tferings *Reme e&+ (ſaith the) it war not one'y the fo 
W\ Maw, mix taken 16 wthe 16 Women ; but bu bone alſe ; fo wo 
ing bone of bis bone, have received frength, ſfivit; xd con- 
oO 


2 | rage 
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t Seed. 


vage with and fom him, which we alſo fhenld imploy tn the 
ererſer of our boly Faith, 

$. Sarah received Frengeb ; Whar is it that thou h:ft, whit 

haſt nor received It is God which raieth Families, 
gircs Children, Pſal. 127. 3. and if Ged give them, it u a 
juſt and congruons we retarne them to him, conſeerate & 
to God, eraine them vp in his diſcipline 4 and if he- cen 
them, and call for them (as many cimes he doth) Geelyþ 
nder and refgne them. 

6. God afford:d not this happineſſe to Abrobew and 
Feb cill their Old Age : God many times communicates 
his Grace co ug, till our firength faile ns ;- nor that we: (he 

ume that God will doe ſo, becauſe he may, and fometi 

h ; bore that we (ſhould not at any time diGhide his me 
or driven into deſpaire + Some he calleth at the cleverh | 
and one Theife upon the Crofie : But we muſt beware, 
there is danger in all delayes; and no eftate more cang 
then to deferre Repentance. till Old Age, or the Death. Bed x 
us unſerviceable tor the World, and unable tor the proſ:cy: 
of ics luits: For though ir be certain, that true Repentane 
never coo late ; yer it is alſo moli rue, thac late repentar 

or never trne, | | 
i. Jo Sarebs Wombe receiving life and firengrh ro Cencei 
repreſents unto us the manner of our converſion to God, Tie 
Soule naturally js dead in finne, cill by Faith in Chriſt jeſa 
veecives life and ſtrength co bring ſorth fruitsof Righteonſne 
there is a plaſtick. fecmative vertue in the, Immortall Sedesr 
'n, Peter 1:.33- which begerteth/ip. us the new Man, which i 
ter Cod is Created in, Rightconihefle and: true Holinefſe; 
as {ſa-e bad nor his being frem his Parents, by theie nan 
2eraive faculty, bur by 'a ſupernatural afſiflance ; and the 
mo he is ſaid to be, nor the Sonne atier the Fielh, bur 
the, Spirit, andof Promiſe Gal 4. 23. -5g it iy vor. by Nat 
hue by a. Power. from, Heaven, that Chiifk is. prmed-in 
and he dwellcth in our hearts by Faith, ; obs 2.53. #he 
Borne nov of bled, ner of the will of the fiſb, nor of the nil 
Han, but of God, | 


.* 


" 
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. Ta Þ. | Sr 
The third Pare. The Prayer. * 
| Ommipetend Lord, the God of aff confolationr, and Pathe? of 
a all mercies, who gaveſt new ſircngth and abilities to the de 
boner dud impayred men bers of  Abrahawy even « dead ; 
ive our diad ſpirits, give @ fprritnal being to our natures 
is ſuns : Create cleane hearts. and renew right ſpirits with= 
w ; that we rw4y dye #xte fiane, and live unto rightrouſneſſt, 
aſs gaveſt ay b _ to _ and bring forth - 
Seed, rajſe ww thy mighty power the corruption 
Jaw op the renevation of | our' minds, that through the 
al Sed, planied and watered in ann hearts by the bleſſed 
rit, we may reereve ſtrength and ability of fpirit to conceive 
C pa 0% as / " refeſt = adbers to godli> 
7; and wetwichfBandrrg the berrennefſe and weakeneſſs of vn? 
ſe; te be inabled im. the inner, to performs all fee | ts 
4 and, be frnirfull in all goed Worker, We b:ſeech thee, 
off gr acrome God).to extend thy geodnefſe to thy whole Cathe- 
ke Church; deliver ler from thoſe epprefſſors 1hat ſeaky to de-« 
re her ; eo fore all ber defolations ; make. her Deſort, liks 
en, and ber Wilderneſſ likg the Garden of the Lord, to bring 
br th bely PLants 89 flonrifÞ in the Houſe of God, and to Worſhig 
i im the beauty of kelinefſe : let joy and gladnefſs be found 
ein, pate a4 the iy wx of ſinging, Rayſe np wnis her nur« 
ng Fathers ard nnrfing Meuthers ; and thew ber to Cone 
erve, ard brivg xp 48 many as the Starres of the Shie in mil« 
de. an ey wy Sad the jon which 4 innamer..ble, 
mp arte thee the d1y/y [acrifice of priyſe and thanſgi- 
—_— afier to. frg mary hy boy bo, Lord x 
{mig big, which was, which uv, and wh; bs to come, Bleſſing 
our ard. glory be wo bim that frrnh o» the Throne, and te 
bambe, x4 tn the hily Spirit, now and for. eyer, Amen. 
Fo. bat 
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By Faith Abraham when be was tryed, offered up Ify 
., 6nd be that bag, received the Promiſes, offertd up 


gear with Chil-e; to be. Ci 
Serb, and receive an drded 


or 
Iſbmart. Bar all, theſe 
_ 


Treks 


£ Thebes famouty tune you will finde it fea. | | 


33. 1, the Words arc pleine and cleare, withent avy arm 


Abr ahams ;Qfer ing, 
ty. upleſſe-we ſexaple ar the Word, (tryed; when he was try= 
)."1g3qp904, which ſignifies, cempied; arid is lo uled by Sainc 
wer £.13-- and a dire& contradiction - ſeemeth to be be. 
"Fixt this, when be was rempied of God, and this other enun- 
tion, God te.npes none, But. to avoyd the repugnancy, and 


+ che ambiguirgof thewword it: We muſt obſcrye, theie is 8 
So-fold cryall) or: rempration, according to Saint «Angofins 
$7.41. it Evang. Job: Une que decigit, altera, qn6 probat z 

the firſt confideraticny the Devill onely is the temprer ; our 
ficſh is a traytor or-covſpirator under this tyrant, to de= 
r us up-Into-his cempeacions,'or -perſvade ns: to embrace 
. Ged is ſaid to-tempc. oncly: in the ſceond (enſe 4 he will 
our parts and- fufficiericies. examined and proved, fo Lyre 
Aquinas And thert'is a vaſt difference m4 —_— 
iingniſhed cempcations;a3.in many reſpeRs, lo principally 
theſe : For an exiliecmngcation: is atiav or merin quidens warts 
mere «di icitnws 1 Its 2 fol.icitation and. ſeduRicn into fin, 
the ſu>rerfion of eurFaich - The other is onely e3ww proba. 
; an experivient, probation, or diſcovery of what ftrengrh 
have, to. rehft the tempracions and morions of finne and 
n ; what: ſuftciency we have acquired in onr Chrittian 
ſeſſion 2 {Dext, 19/113. Exod. 16. 4. end its a great deale' 
re noble ro malteris temptation; :then [to be freed of ir x 
overcove it,; then nor ro be fubjet uncoo ir; fo Lowberd, 
2 dift, 23. Gloriofine, off non' eonſentive quam temtari now ' 
ex and (bo the Devil} remprs us. to deſtroy and ruine us, Jobs 
110422. 23 Theſ 3. 5. God ſuffereth ys t6 be rempred, ani 
$ ust0 the teft, ſor our good, that" in the evill day we may be 
er. fland; Reg. 3010. tometimer fot oar humiliation, cither 

a priyſe him for whar' we have) received, or to beg of him 

hat we lacke; er to burne ont the droffe, rill it be pare, and to 
awayaell tinne. [ſup 1.25. ſonctimes for our exaltation, to 
tken ms from a;frvoun, by a bon on the Fare, and ploty in 
1t:grae which: tat6cigne tor. rs -'(@merimes for the advan. 
$50 of others, for .theip imirati (ny if + we hold out and land 

{Ifio (the Baich:; for their caution (if we fall or faimYandteam 

Ron. Gd. 6-1; and Omectimes ts Rop the Devils month," nd 

Mound himty his wiledome and projects, j-& 1. 9g. Bur de: 


lame 


> 
4 


fame: Azguftine in the! forecmiemioned place, operis this 
more "fully yer; Sedi quanrode tereer, mr iſciar, quem later 
etch, anteguam renter, uw; ferar (ec oft) ut ſpire not facial, 
batebat ſe, ſed nih Denis; adrift, vere textatorew, Of | 
exm ſui cognyorew; and to he'expornds ir, 4b. 4. d: Gagom 
(8: cap. g. and hb; Serw., dt Tewy. Serm, 72) his tryals are 
ro gaine him(elfe knowledge; 'or experience of our preſent 
vr afcer purpoſes (he knowarh;onr thoaghts) afar off) even 
before they be thoaght ; all the teceſſes; the windings and 
lings of our deceirfull hearts, axe: open to his eyes; he fo 
all oar dekres, deprhs, and dritrs, and «can, if he plcafe, diſc 
them, beſore they» be'' contrived) /hur> for! © diſcovery as 
denceto wi. that we 'may' knowwhat:is within us; whethe 
be fincere Peniteres, or 'handiome Hype -rizes ; 'wherhier 
heatts be (ound, of rotren and falle. And though God aid, 
32. 12- New I bnow that thin feareſt (God, Oe. yet this uf 
to be nnderfidod;/'as if Gong dad nar before knowne whar 
would prove/to's bur it is, humwancitie..d. Bum, a5if be fin 
have 181d,” Now by this A&R of fingular Faith and Obedi 
thou haſt given ſo evident an evidence of thy Faich, that 
1 been ignorant thereof. row 1 ſhould have known it, of 
-aceds no further diſquifigion | nor ocher dileovery,or experi 
bat this, thou 21 'my commend, Offered 1ſuae, 1 © 
.* Bur whar, Doth:the Ererhall Lawgiver vive: orders for 
breach of his own Eternall Deerees > Dh he command 1 
ther, contrary to his 6wn Commarderrent,'t6 Kilthis Son 
become a Parricide 14' or how. can this Precope be reconc 
either with Gods poddnefie/ or' Abyabaws innocedicy > | 
Certainly'thiv fact of. 46rubaw; wasnot dirtaily: ag 
poſitive or natural! Law of ' God; for bowſoever.'not toy Kill 
e Mor:all Inflitm ion ; yer:[ja as muchas God hath an abſol 
mnlimited, (and I may further adde) an Arbicrary Power, 
the Lives-and Eftates of 'his Creates, whiatdoeret he orde 
rm 1s moſt haly, and juſt, becuaſe bbs Witt 124 
iadzquate Rule of all Juftice, iJc 'is true; Geo doth novel 
make uſe of his Prerogative, as in the erent/he did wet 
Abrabee ; bet doe it he way, if he will, and we miſt norte; 
$0 Murmure or 3epinc, but conforme and will what he willy” 


- 
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Abrahams Offering; 
afAngofine Epiff, 65s. Nezw(ſ: et, ut volny ww, on 'd ie wut, 
jus tolvneatis neg ence. eee fs eff reeuſare 5 vec emnipo» 
tian (cet evitare. Gol is ybove all Law, ard doth-hinde or 
o<the hines of New at his plcaivregand to dce what Cod 
om nands caninn: be 2gainit ra:ure tceing he is the God of 
ature, and Author o! ;it:weith ris it a fatt acainit hs Comy 
andeiment ; bezarle in this ciſe, Man is but the Erecntice 
ec and Offizer of his Law ;, and ſo it is nct in firicinedle 
ans At, but God> ; and tteretore moſt juſt, Thus God kata 
oni'ited Murder, and fo frictly tz es us to its obſervance, thas 
Kale we have competent and lawfull authority or calling 
hereunto, or expreile com nandement trom God for it, we 
re uanaturall violators of this Law of God : But if we havg 
Preg:pt or Authority from him, w2 tranigreſſe not, fcr he hah 
w vite, FF nes : he may dilp>'e of our lives and fortunes, as 
je pleaſeth. And iothe Levites Exed 22.27. 83 bad no Legall 
Power over the Perlons of their Brethren ; bur being deſigned 
dy ſpeciall order from Gol h mſelfe for this worke, they had 
| Commiſſion for what they did : and fo, if the !ſ aclites of 
heir owne heads, or ſcore, had (poyled the Egyprians, they. had 
een Felons ; but becauſe they had a lawfall Authority coma 
andir:g them, they are quit by all Law, both from Uſurpation 
pnd Felony And the reafon of this is. becaule that hawſoeverthe 
a v 5e Etzra'l in the tanRion, yer it 18 variable in the inam- 
2s thereof, and particular determinations z as to Murder 1s 
zinſt the Law : bur when a Man is to be accounted a Mugs 
derer, the Lyw exprelſes not Abraham then having Avthacity 
to doe this Facts, d»:h not tranſ.refle the Law ; which if he 
ſhou'd attempt, or bar projeR the lite, or farre lefſe. in the 
Flame kind without the tame, or ſufficient order, we are mo. 
torious Delinquents and MaleaArrs. The generall, o:dinarys 
and perpetuall obligations of the Law, is the rule of - our aQti- 
ons and obedience: The extraordinary, particu'ar, and perionall 
temporary mſlances, are rot to be drawne into conſequences, 
mnnitation, Abrahams Faith was then reſclved into theſe 
EFPrinciplcs, 
3» We ace abſolutely and A wichourt all dzwur 
Qg 
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Abrahams Offering: 
or eSnnterplea, without all heſitation or tergiverſativn to e 
God is all things. : 

2. Gods Will and Severaigne Authority, is the moſt ex! 
and proper rule of Juftice, 

3- God is moſ good, and moſt wiſe, and therefore 
wands nothing irreconcileable and inconfiftent with his goo: 
nclle and wiſedome, 

4+ To Kill a Son without expreſſe warrant, is contratyt 
duty ;zbut to offer him to God, when God Calls, is both Oh 
Gience and Sacrifice ; and with ſuch Obedientiall Sacrifices 
is well pleaſed. Adde to a'l this, God commanded not t 
AR for it lelfe, (tht is) he did net command it to be dc 
with an intention and purpole. thzt it ſhould be done ; but o 
fy to prove Abrcham, whether he would doe it or no, upon 
erder : And therefore we Reade. That though ir was not dow! 
yer God rakes his Order to be fully ſatisfied, and exattly cb:y; 
and counts it as dene, (for Gods defigne took place, avd the 
.timarte end of ir was perfeRe2) for that he Obeyed his Voy 
Gem, 22.16. 18. And though /ſaxe was never hicherto an 
locauſt ; yer in the Text, he is laid eypreſflcly to be Offcied : 
_ Haac ; His attempt is valucd from an acceptable $ 
erifice 

But further yon may demand, How comes [ſaze to be dl 
bams onely Sonne > Was not he a Father to !ſhmael ? 

Yer his cnely Sonne he was, (thov+h before him he had 1 
"enact, and after diverſe Children by Ketwrah) for theſe reipe4 

T. In reference to the expulloa of /# wael, the Sconne 
the Bond-woman, who 'was outed of bis Fami'y by a Det 
from Heaven, X 

2. In reference to his Wife Sarah ; ſhe onely had ſac. a 
becauſe ſhe had no more, he ovely is accounted the Legail H 
to Abraheaw : and this makes an one'y Sonne. | 

In reference to his affection, and cenderneſſe ever him 
his delight and his onely hope, who was a long time expeAcÞ” 
and deſired ; and, at laſt, gcr'by a Myracle, in bis Fathecs at 
Mothers old age. And ſo further to 

4. Inreference to the Promile, whereof /ſass was the: 
jet : as is exprefled here in the Text, And 


*. 
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g. Tn reference t the Line and Polterity of eAbrahow + 
or in Iſaac (hall thy Sced be Called, And thus much for the 
Yleating of the Word; : now foilowes the 
Second Part 
1. Wien he was as {. Many times he hid been tryed hes 
re, but Gol wil: hive him turther [fred : he puts hits Chil- 
r:n upon leverall cryalls, as in a troubled Sea. one dillow fa''s 
xn the neck of anther: Sv in thi; enraged World of wicked- 
de ic, one afflilion t«1;ows clole at the heeles of anather ; and 
e are no {ooner ficed from Egypt: bit Pharaoh p:rives us, 
Par life of few dayes but thole full of tronb'e, job 14. 1, 
very day hath his trouble, his evill, S»fficrent wnto the Day « 
e evill thereof, Mat 6 34 Our lite isa warfare a refilefſle cme 
loyment, a time of conflict ; after one +kirmiſh is over, we 
aft prepare for another, David our of the Mouth of the 
Yion, ard che Paw of the Beare, falls into the hanJs of Goliab; 
d a'ter, under Saul: rage and tyranny ; and at laſt a Rebellion 
as hatched againſt him by his owne Son and his Counſellor, 
Falom and Achitephell. But why, after ſo many and great 
wrances of fidelity and loya!ry, outs God yer require fur- | 
r Evidence ? Certainely, where God hath betiowed eminent 
races, he will have them eminently con'{picucus ; where he 
-Soſcrreth great affiſtances of habecs, he exaRs proportionable 
yalls thereof, Jo$, upright above all Men in the Faſt, and there- 
re that his Faith may be more glorious, he muſt of all others 
melt pur at. God gave Moſes an exceeding great Spirit, and 
therefore is to ſaſtaine the barden of Iſrael, Gold will noe 
Fave his Graces idle in us, but according to our abilicies and 
rength, exerciſed and employed, 
But here is more in thele Words, When he was tryed, as if 
Sc had never been tryed heretofore : *Tis true, he had undergone 
exall tryalls, and theſe ſharpe ones too ; but yet, none of them 
reſpeR of this, could merit the name ; the Holy Spiric (as it 
Þ! the others were nothing) b:liowes the denomination ot 
\$is. Ordinarily, every man in the progrefle of his life, meers 
ith ſome one remarkeab!e accident, danger, or aflition, which 
tdore all others he may call his tryall: Every day a man livecty 
Lin evil day z Few ard evill 7x4 the dayes of the yearts of 
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Abrahams Offering, 
my Life been, ec, Gen, 47. 9. yer a Man (ball Ight en 
more notable, an evill day indeed, which for tt» maligny 
farre (orpaſſech all others, and is therefore called Epheſ 6,1 
6 iuipe 4 wornps, the Evill Day. A profeſſed Souldicr, in hise 
perierce, may tell you ſeverall conflicts and «kirmithes; but n 
above wo or three (et bzcrailes in tull bodics 1n his life tune, 
2 Abraham was tried; (o was Job, an uptight man, D 
©id, a man after Gods owne heart. Judgement begins at i 
houſe of Ged; the fiery trya!l can be no firarge thing to Ga 
Children, when as his owne ſhall be (ure to paſle and cn 
it; irangers are onely excepicd : Let none pretend 10 an 
emption or proteftion from the uſuall contingencies, which 
all ages have attended Gols ſeparated (ervants, Calamitics 
temporall Troubles, Aifiictions and tryals ; for its neceſſary the 
fhould happen, that thole which are appioved, might be wm 
manifeſt ; as the Apoſile in ahother, though nor altogether v 
like caſe, 1 Coy. r1. xg. that our Fairh may appeare precio, 
like gold, and be found to the prayſe &c. 1 Peter 1,7. - 
Fo Abraham was tryed: Probab y *areb know rerhing of | 
and ſono mention of her tiyall or faith in this ir. fRance ; Gif 
who knoweth our frame, remembreith the dt. cor deretb i 
= ; he diſpenieth bis aſfiitions, acccrcing to the abilities 
is peop'e; he {pares Sarah for her weakenelle, left the (everi 
of the tryall may bafe her Faith ; he Jayes the who'e burden 
Abraham, becauie flicng in Faith, ab e 10 Leare it ; he knowgto |! 
every veſſels bearing, and will ner ooprele, or uycrioade theaffhis 
left they finke or founder. hefore they be barbhcuced ; what Of 
will nor lay on ſome. he charg«th hcme ©a others: This is m4 
undoubred, he will not ſuffer any to be tempted above wi did 
chey are able, r Cor, jo. 13. and that he diſpoſeth of all thi fla 
mott wilely, for the advancement of his g'ory, and che ete:na tO 
advantages of his creature. $9 
4. Abraham Offered: Thvs it is ſaid, though be did but engne: 
efrprize and attempt it ; he did Offer what was commanded iff Wh 
centionally, though not in the execation and event ; God aq for 
cepted. it as done, becaulc he (eriovſly reſolved to doe it, anþÞui 
ofrtimes rewarderh the will for the dee1, He who will not 
low of a good intention in a bad action, both condemnes 


Abrahams Off:r1agp. 

Wevill thooght, (Aduitery in the Heart, a Luft, and defire of fn) 

and approves a good motion, a fincere intention, and purpcſe 
f mind, without any fubſequene a, we are good enough, if 
Dur obedience be bar ocere. In mages & vo!riſſe ſat eſt : 
or Go4 is ſo good, thar if there be a willing mind, it is zc+ 

cepred- as the Apotle in another caſe ; bur” ic holds. and 1s the 
ame in all, 2 Cor. 5. 13. 

s. Abraham Offered; that is, as its expreſſed Gen. 22.16.18, 
If obedience be nor in all caſes, certainly in the mot}, ic is bet- 
erthen Saccifice ; for Sacrificirg (.parated from Obedience, 13 
he Sacrifice of Fooles. of Hypocrites ; but Obedience is a'wayes 
ſe good and acceptable Sacriliee : Q»i innocentiam colit, Deo ſup- 
lice, Minut, Pelixz He tath ſhewed thee, O Mn, nh:t «t 
pood &c. Micah 6 8, And this is the diceA, proper emanati« 
Dn, the higheſt and plaineft exidence of Faith ; and therefore is 
alled, The Obedience of Faith, Rom. x. 5. & 15, 26. And in 
Saint John Baptiffs Divinity, the Bel:ever, and the Diſobed:- 
»t are the rwo termes of oppoſition and dittintion, 3 Twas, 
land 8 arutcr, [obs 3. 36. The belt way to try onr Faith then, 

1s 19 enquire and look after our Obedience ; if we dos the Come 
mancements, adorne our Faith with an anl{werable comverſa- 
Frion; if our reſpeRs to Gods Call be entire, regular and con- 
(YAant, 

6. Abraham Off-re4, becauſe God commanded ; we are alſo 
ato lurrender our Ch ldren to God that gave them, when he ſends 
aIhis Apparator, Death, ro Summon them; and that by way of 
gOfcring. freely and ch:arefully : So Origize Hom, 8, Exhorts, 

Letu iffer Frlium Deo. eſls Sacerdos anima ejus,” Abrahand 
did more, he himie':e bound his Sonne. and bent his Sword to 
Nay him. But now the aff:cti>ns of Parents are ſo cemented 
to Clay, that rathec then they will Offer, they wi'l perſwade their 
Sons to effer to {\r.ng2 gods, ſtrange inventions, jf they be bur 
new ; but it Child:en are ts be Offered, then they are to blarre 
iff who firive to reſerve them. when called ſor ; and they are called 
for, when we have uſed 2:1 lawfull meanes for their preſervation, 
but the event followed net, Then to blame are they, who 
onely endeayonr for a g:ear Eflate for their Sonves, but nE- 
Fr ofor hem io Cod. ret nor wine Redyiehpcke 
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Abrahams Offering. 


what faricy, hntnour, deſigne, wickeeneſle they follow and if 
here to. 

7. Ht Offered Taxc, the Promiſei Seed. his one'y begy 
ten Scnne, of whom it was laid, that in /ſi«:,0c. Faith 
jovnes Sacrificing ; and the cbligations of Nature, di:eets ug 


#ff:r to God ; bur both Nature and Religion, proh bites thi 


offering of a SoOnne ; much more, to make an Holacauſt of hi 
that was, firſt to K:jl him and then to turre him into Aſhes 
and eſpecrally, if an onely be'oved Sonne, a Sonne in whom x 


found all endearerents, rende:nefles, ard ſweetneſſes. Thi 


Apoſfile redaceth all to theſe two pleas and reſtraints, Of 
ture, and Religion, Of Nature, That he was his onely Son, 
therefore it was a great condiicention of Faith, to ſubtair tot 
vrder, therefore ir was a point of extream d fhevulty to captin 
his reaſon to the obedience of Faith, Of Religion, He was t 
Promi'ed Seed, and therefore it was a moſt execrable Act 
wretchednefic to deftroy him, by whom Salvation fl.ould c 
into the World, Bur againſt this, he oppoſerh Gods Omnipe 


tency, Truth, Gondne'le, Wiſed>me ; and his Faith taught higſ 


to Prophefie, God will provide,&'c. Gen. a3 8. 
x- Thea ler us here the pretenc:s of Nature, Tt were 
mo4 needleſſe to dilcaurſe of the ſtrong afteRions of Pare 


towards their Ifſue ; they are better known then expreilcd, aff 


ſcance to be known by any, but him who is a Paren', Ev 
Brutes have an jnſtinc: to nouriſh, p-ovide for, and protect the 
young ones ; we have heard but of few {and cho'etew are ſigns 
are branded with markes of diſhonour to a'l Poſterity, as H, 
and Antiochas ) who yet hath forfeited their maturall aff-ctic 
though ſome there are, az the Apotile notes. Rew 1.3t. 27 
3+ 3- who are a5yys bur theite are nnnaturall Monſters : Fi 
the propenfions of Nature,as to defire, ſo to love their Poſteriry 
are ordinarily firong and vielent ; no man never yet hated ki 
own ficſh, and Children are partes parents, Fleſh of their Fichh 
and very oftem are 5»texſ1ve, with greater degrees of affectio 
beloved by them, then themſclves, thovgh they be no duiifol 
hildren ; witneſfe the repeated expreſſions of love in Dav 
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Abrahams Offering, 


wre, 2 S211 13. 33. And that ſad complaint of Jacob, If ye 
ake this alſo from me, and miſchiefe befall him,&c. Gen. 44. 29. 
nd there are reaſons in nature, as well as experience, to con- 
crethis ; for there isan impreſle and deſire ot nature in every 
an to perpetuate, and outs!ire himſelfe in his Iflue ; and 
or this Reaſon Phylolophers cells us, that love rather deſcends 


Shen aſcends : Children love nor their Parents to ho:ly, as 
;Warents doe their Children, becauſe the Parents lurvive in their 


hildren, and their Children (downewaidz Rlill) in their Chil. 


\Þren : And which is yet more, Chi:dren are r<fleRions and per+ 


peRives of theic Parents. they are the Parents themſclves, bur 
ore. vikbly, and therefore more love'y and amiably. And this 
28 Abrahams eaſe, he was a tender Father, he beheld much 
pvelineſſe in /ſa«r, and his onely hope of ſurviving after his 
unerals, was in him, Yet this was not all, he was not onely 
is be'oved, bur was allo his onely Sonne ; an one'y Son hedgerh 
n and enc'oſeth all his Patents Bowels ; where there are many, 
ere isa diſtribution of them, and cach rakes his ſhare and Por- 


F100 ; even as that Fountain, which ſends its Streames into dif- 


rent Rivelers, never increaſeth into a great River, being ſpent 
a narrower receptacles: and the loſe of an onely Sonne, is 
he loſſe of our life and hopes, which hardly admits of any ſug- 
eſtions or p*rſva'ions of comfort. Rachel Weeping for her 
hil4rew, would not be conforted,Ge. Jer. 31.15. And the holy 


: pirie, when he would expreſſe rhe violence and diemperature 
df this Paiſhon of Griefe. and the birtrterneſſe of the Grieved, 
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Phraſetly it, a Mourning for an onely Son ; Make thee Mowrmn 
for an enely Sanre, moſt bitter lamentation, Jer. 6. 25. which 
preſſion 1s alſo uſed, Amor 8, x0. And yet there is another 

nceniive of his affeRion ; In 7ſaat all the degrees of love were 
2t onely united and concentred, bat were ftrongly rooted and 
alterablyetied by his long converſation with hiar. For now if 
e b:leeve /oſephw. Iſaac was five and twenty yeares old; and 

ts uſvally ob'erved, that as Children grow in accompl.ſhments 
nd yeares, ſo our oves are fixed and radicated : Ari Abraham 
tad r-alon to be to, for /ſasc was a rarely accompliſhed Per- 
dn, with all che ornaments of Nature and Grace : fo thar 6% 
faith and Obcdicnce, bath by ſome been- paraliclied,: and; by 


Is 
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I12 Abrahams Offering. 
Others preferred to Abrabans + -And it is by many diſ>y 
whether 45rahavs Obzdience, or Jſazcs Patien.e delerved; 
higher repute, AdJe nn:o all thele that the Geoth cf an-ong 
Sonne, whether by di:zaſes or v olence. is a tragicull th ugh 
the Parent ; but then for the Father to Kill him and he w 
gave him life, to be his Ececationer, ſeems to be not cnel 
againſt reaſon, end the affe:tions of natures 4 but alſo direa# 
againſt the Precepts of jivcligion, and d.c:atesof Picty: 
theretore 
2 Let us obſerve what A:21ments, Religion might fra 

to prejudice the deligne, tth.t Apo'ngy Abraham might d 
from Divine Orac'es, to der y the Fact. For in him, 46rak 
did not onely deftroy an aneiy Senne, but all Mankird; fa 
his hopes of a Pofterity, ſo the hope of che Gentil-s, and 
glory of the People 1ſracl were founded in the Perſin of !/ 
For Is cjus perſona per;ire videbatur, tota mu-'do ſalty, as 

vin : It ſeemed at once to ſroftra'e all the Promiſes, an 
anticipate th2 Sa'vation of the Worid; nay further, ir ſeen. 
contradict not onely Gr ds goodneffe, but hiswill; For be 
deth not the Death of « ſizxer; neither Cor") he io much as | 
mit or allow one man to take the life of another : he that caſh 
is a Murderer, a tran/greffor of the Divine Will revealed. 
Scripture, and a moſt proportionable jult Pan:ſhment, i; ihe 
ned and commanded : He thas (hedd4:th M..ns Bluad by M 
ſhalt bis Blond be (hed: Much lefle coth ke approve of Hu 
Sacrifices. The Devill indeed is a Lyar, and a Murtherer 
the B-pinn vg, he deligh 8 in Blood ; and thoſe are his beſt | 
yan's. ard firieft agents, whole feet are ſwitt to ſhed Blo | 

it is hs Ce i; ht to have one Sonnes and Daughters «ffered to bis 
and ſo at once is. (eems direcily to thwart end oppoſe all 
mer Laws, and t6 null and voyd all the Promiles ; to dept 
Abraham of a Sonne, and the World of Sa'vati::n; to and; 
1and c:ſhicre hs hope of Polterity, and the World of reftaurs 
92, by the Promiſed Secd, the Metkas, who was to be drive 
trom [{a4e. | ; 

Tacite, and many more.ſu.ch O5jections, would a carnall beg 

«have framed from theſe premiled Apologies of Nature and. N 
4igion ; bar Faith coglincs ali theſe, and whatiocyer gan be pt... 
6 4 2 LCNC 
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rear med I. COD 

headed by che definitive fentence of two nniverſall and infalli- 
'y. crane Propokitions. God is True, God is Juſt ; and boch 
ANcore, (that is in this ſenſe) right reaſon, and all Religions 
will (ub'cribe ro the truth and evidence of both ; for as it is 

e mminuw qued fie of natarall Religion, to aflenc co chis 

uth (that God is) wiich is ſo Univerſally acknowledged by all 
people, of all ſorts; ſo, right rea on will aadeniably conclude, 

>m that firſt principle of Nature and Religion ; That whats 
ever God, (that all being) ſha reveale, is moſt true ; ani 

jatſocver be ſhall command, is moſt juſt ; ard as therefore T 
anno erre, while | beleeve nothing but what he hath affer« 

; (o neither can 1 (finne, while I doe nothing but what he 
hath commanded, So that his Faich waved all the fo mer ex- 
Wepcions, and relyed onely on theſe two firme and rooced 

Principles, Gods Fidelity, and Juftice. Where theſe two conſt- 

bles are preſented unto us, 7 

t, The cloſe adherence of Faith to irs ObjeR, and irs ac- 
quecſcence and co-nplacency in that adherence ; nune of all 
ole (nggeſtions of carnality, nor any humane realonings could 
emove his Faith from its ho'd, nor ſhake irs reſoturions ; no 
iolences could beate it from its rocke, (whatſoever ficſh and 
d'ood can pretend t» the contrary, his conhdeuce and affurance 

$s ſtill the ſame) irs forrreſle and refuge; for to this was he dris- 
Srcn, and this he will keep and #and to ; that God hath pro- 
iſed. and that he will effeKuace what he hath promiſed ; and 
hatſoever ſeeming impoſſibilities are oppoſed, he can effe&t 
hat he pleaſeth ; he can rayſe Children re Abrabam our of 
ones, and by death bring them 10 life, Pſal. 45. 1. &c. This 
as the ſubſance of the Keen Childrens anſwer to Nebuchad. 
» Yi Dan. 3. 16. 17. and the ground of Jobs refolution, 

13. I5. 

2. The methed which Faich uſeth co refit ſuch cewprations; 
Fic granteth all che premiſed conſiderations, but ſuperaddes more 
weighty and confiderable to be thought upon ; it rejeReth” no 
4 propolall of nature, no overcure of reaſon ; bat by an over-rus 
ling Power, maketh nature to reſolve contrary to its own” pre. 
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Jp<niions and reaſon; to reconcile what of ir ſelfe it could moe; // Eo 
an dg, but indeed bending, , Diviac My iccies, a0 fo | 
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doth nor fdeflroy Nature, but perfe& it ; dorh a6r ove'thivfiov 
xeaſon, bur exalts it, and regulates both ; for (uppofing the wh 


[1 


views that which nature cannot ſee, and embraceth 

eannot comprehend, that rhough death deprive [ſac of a | 

ſent being, yer that God who gave Power to dead Abraham 

eget, and dead Sarah to conceive, him, bath as much power 
aile him from death. aud returne him againe. No queſtion 

Trieved as for his onely Sonne, in the bicternedfle of his Spix 

end (o nature had his worke, (for he was no Steicall antipaf 

nift) yer Faith (which indeed is its proper worke) eo 

him, and affures him that God,aceord ng to his immurabilit 

and infallibilicy of his Promiſe, would not take him awa 

ever, and ſo againe admitting the reaſons enforeed from | 

gious premiſes, Faith reſolves upon higher principles, Gods 

Tocalgne authority, his omniperency, his Attribates of Powe 

Wiledome, Juſtice, &c, as hath been deelared ; and forbidd 

ns, either to diſpuce his commands, or digruſt his artribuciſÞnc 

Let Flefh and Blood Argue, If 1ſasc be facrifiged, the Promifgeli 

are frugrated ; Faith denies the conſequence,and is affirwariy 

God is not tycd to this cr that way tor the performance of | 

Promiſe; that his wayes are above our wayes, his thoughts abe 

our thoughts, as the Heaven is higher then the Earth : A 

'thus Abrabem beleeved, for he conſidered (his Faith was 

eaſh przſumpruous fancy, but a ſober and adviſed mediraric 

thar God was able,&s. It is the wiſe mars advice and counſe 

Is time of proſferity rejoyce, in time of adverſity conſider, Feel 

7.16. eoniider Gods Almighty greatneſſe. infinite wiſedor 

abſolute power, inexpreſlable goodnefſe and undiſputabletra 

and thou ſhalt never fall ; thou mayeft be toſſed; bur ſhalr 

Goke; then rrayett be fhaken, but not removed ; thou maydF© p 

'be atflifted yer nor in diftreſſe, Perſecuted, but not forſaken God 

aft downe. but nor defiroyed, 2 Cor. 4 8. g. this was the confiold 

fdence and reliefe of Sains Panls (adnefſes and afflitions, EveSen! 

ro:trult in God, which raiſeth the dead, who delivered us, &qand 

2 Cor.z.9. 10, this was his perſwaſion, That neither hfe, wey c 

Meath, nor Angels,&'e, Rem, 8. 28. 39. O thar we were wiſe vant 


Kombder theſe exoeliencics, theſe reſolutions, and underſtand thiwey 
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wing kindnefſe of the Lord ; that we would confder and rev 
nember that he brought light out of darkpefie; order ont: of 
zofafion ; all being from nothing, and be is the fame God fl 
js Power, in Wiledom, in Goodneſſe ; his Eare is not heavies 
or his hands ſhortned, unleſſe our fins cauſe him t@ bide his 
e from us, that he will not heare, And lafily, conſider 4Abr4,, 
to. be like this your Father, in the reſolntionsand endeas 
ours of obedience both Active and Pathve, [ſay 51-1. 20 
der Abreham your Father,&c. and remembes thav God bleſſe 
nd encreaſed bim ; he conſidered God was «be, &e. and ſo be 
eceived, Ke. which affords another Obſervation. , 
8, He received him, It is Gods mereies that we: are 19 
pnſfumed, Lam. 3.21, God gave him unts. Abraham the (24 
ad time ; he will alwaycs have. his Church to remaine ; aud 
pugh for a time (he be over-clouded with Herefies, Perſecutis 
and Intereſts, yet Magna eff Veritas,4o. the gates. of Helt 
hell not prevaile againſt her, ſhe will be moſt Chriſtian iv het 
perlecured and afflifted condition ; and mayy times God 
jelivers her from her Perſecutors, making ker darkeneſle ro by 
obt, and bringing againe the Captivity of Sion as ina Dreames 
ad as it fares with the Church, ſo with its ſevcrall Members, 
y are many times brought out of the deep Waters. and the 
tife mire, H3ght ſpringing up to them chat are truce of heart 3 as 
is ſaid, Light came to the Jewes, Efter 8. 16, uponrhe diſcos 
and diſappointment of Hemen: cruelty. X 
9g. Abraham offcred his Sonne, and ſaved him.; he received 
ithan addirion, « Eawbe; and with a bleffing, and aſſurance of ' 
eſkng, I» thy Sed, Fe. to give to God what he demanderh, is 
great aQ of jnſtice, heeauſe he dernands; we give him nothin 
zac what is firſt his; and its the beſt policy, the ſureſt way, bork 
eo preſerveand improve his gift : we never effer any thing te 
nFGod, bur we are gainers by is, we receive either an handreth 
wild for the preſent, or Eternall Life : Give our Perſons, ous 
gSeuics and Bodies to. him, to ſerve and worſhip him in feare; 
d though vpon that ſcore the Soule be ſeperated, and the Bos 
ly eructhed, we (hall receive bath agaive with inexpreffible as 
- tvantages \ gre! your ge and ro the neceſſitated | 
mb: C ifts z and tc weſl Y this | 48 
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Abrahams ' Offering. 
we ſhall fave much more ; decime & dives efto, we thall gii 
ond raiſe an eſtate : He = nee and y-_— to the poor 
ba right c remaineth,& c. that one was of improvemeng 
hs Any vry hte with honewr : that's a ſecond way. | 
 ecrtain, Pſal. 112.9. and ſo this kinde of diftribution, is a 
vf proviſion for the furure, and therefore called, « laying 
a fake of a good foundation, x Tim. 6.19. « Treaſury, a 
ine 
10, He received bim in 4 gore, & Ts fexj, thongh Fei 
ceceived not the expeRed reward and effect which it apprehe 
eth, az being incxpedient, cicher for the preſent, 'or future « 
dition of the Beleever ; yer it receives what God awards, 
hope of the righteous ſhall mor periſh ; and they that pur tt 
truſt in him ſhall not be confeunded : but many times bek 
belicfe comes, we are at the laſt experience; the Altar is pre 
red, [ſas bound, and is layd upon ir, and 4breham takes t 
Enife in hand, ready to give the farall troke; but then, and x 
- Till cher, not-before, did the Angel fiep in for a reſcue, 
dilivered 1ſaar from death, and ſo 46r«baw received bia by1e' 
xeſemblance of the Reſurrection : and thus Chriſt delivererh ! 
Church, when overwhelmed with epprefſors, reviverh her wid. 
ſhe is in the duſt, when ſhe is bur a company of dead men, _ 
pointed as fheep to be ſlaine, and numbred for defiruction ; whlh,.. 
the is dry bones, and her hopes cleane off, he will put breal;; 
and life into them, Theſe, and ſach like, are the fimilirude i 
parables which the holy Spirit nſerh ro expreſſe the afflicriaſh,:. 
and deliverance of his Church, 1ſay 26, rp. Exch, 37. 5-6.7.6%, 
. And gun 4 we thus far, 1 might a while flay on the wy. ; 
call and parabolicall fignification of thoſe Texts ;:for fo i 
Interprets theſe words | he received him in a figure] that's in 
ference to Chriſt, whoſe Death and Reſnrrection were here yrafſy... 
figured. And Asg»ftixe tells us, That this action of Abrabay. 
was both fettum, & propherie. an Hiſtory and a Prophefie ; has 
I intend nct to vary much from my relolved Method : and jy, 
for a concluſion, ſhall onely obſerve the two commendatory 
of Abrabems Faith, which is noted to be a 
. 1, Obedientiall, working,”acting Faith, be offered ; and thi}. 
- #45 the working of che Faith, {@we? 3: ar, The former prope © 
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Abrabams - Of wing] 
is and calls of Ged ro Abrabew, were for the tryalle of his 
ith in that particular and inſtance, of beleeving his Promiſes : 
this was & new ©cyall of his Faich in another exprefſion and 
rmination, cven that of obedience to his commands, God 
imes trycch eur Faich by Promiſes of ineredible things, 
xerher then we will depend on him : ſometimes by commands 
harſh unpleaſant ſerviees or daties. whether we will ſub- 
it to him, and him : now when God puts us co it to efi-" 
nce our Faith, either by patience, or obedience ; if we doe nor, * 
are not the ſons of Abraham, nor the friends of God, For 
Faith will Rill approve ir ſelfe fo by faichfull actions, no, 
mptations of the world, or the Devill, ro the contrary, ſhalt 
aake us ſuſpect or digheleeve what he hath promiſed ; no invie- 


Fations of fin, or lat, ſhall lay us off from the practiſe of what. 


commands - where fire is, there is heate and light ; where: 
ith, there holinefſe and obcdience. ' 
2. Rationall, ic was not a raſh preeipitate,or temerarions de 


Pgne, but a wiſe, ſober, deliberate proceeding of his underſtand. 


hg, will, and"affeRien ; for all his ſpiricoa'l facalties were ins- 


| _ in this confideration of Faith, >-y45«jasres, he 
id weighed with mu 7g perpenders in one Tranſlation, 


atiocinatw, in another ; his underſtanding confidered Gods 
ruth, Power, &c. and apon this concluded, That he could, and 
>uld rme his Promiſes ; his will followed the diQtates of 


Dis _— and reſolved, it was good and juft to be- 


eve in God, ard obey him; and then all his affeRtions ſollow, 
ich cheexefulneſſe and readineſſe, to aft what the underfianding 
ropoſed and proved, and the will adhered to as good : we fine 


Sd fall from one vn-teannefſe to another ; we diſtraſt God, and 


te our ſelves with impatience and frecfulnefle of ſpirit ; and 
}, becauſe we are not wiſe. confidering men, we advile not 
yich, or hearken net to reaſon, but are wilfully deceived and ſc- 
aced by intereſt and paſſion. pride or prejudice, or ſome raging 


F 


oft in our wills and aff:&ions ; that ſering we doe wot fer, ard 


jad hat is Prayer, 


aring, &c, It remains as a duty of Faith, to be conhdering, 
nd ſerious, and ſober in our obedience to God, Which that we 
hay be, one at more of Faith and Obedicncs is yet behinde, 
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Abtaltias Ofarioft 
- The third Part. The Prayer, 
Oo Hely Father, the Father of the Spirits of all fiſb, who 


quires of thy ſervants re.ſmnable ſervices ; Tenew m in 
minds, that we prove what is that good, and acceptable, and y; 
fel# will of God, that we may preſent eur bodies « living Sa; 
ice, boly and acregteble 18 God. Let no ſuggeſfions of Satan, 
educements of the world be ever able to ſhaks Ws or make 
alter in our beleife of thy Promiſes, Let na. alurements of 
fore, profit, or waine-g/ory, mwaks w. ta diſobey thy Com 
Q then the Grd of Abraham, who dign:ficd him. with thoſe 
vles of, Father of the Faichfall, apd. Friend of God, beffow 
= ſuch meaſure of grace, makg our Faith ſa holy.ard ebedrent 
that we may fhew. and evidence our ſelves the Children. of 
ham, doing the works: of Abraham, that ſa we may br accanth 
ved alſo, rhe Friends of God, O let ww ſincerely and hea 
ſurrewder eur ſelves to Chrift , fiemely rely on at ba þ 
tſperially. theſe which concernes the eternal ſalvation of nr i 
A, aerial fowles ; faithfully obey mhatſoe ver be bath commanded | 
—* and dee, aft and move (whenſecver he is pleaſed to try wu) 
T% eerding to the Principles of enr Faith, the Fandamemals of 
Religion, Gods twnth and juftice, that we never. d:ſ-helceve thithe 
feomaen, or diſo obey the latter; and. that we conflantly reſolve, ten 
beletve: what facver he hath. ravadled, becanſe be canuet le ; otfo | 
#0 prittiſe what(orver be ſhall ar hath commanded; beeauſe han! 
i woft juſs. To which oxely wiſe God onr Saviour, be Glahy.0: 
and Xojeſty, Dominion. and Power, new avd for ever, Amen, þf 1 
1 | T 
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Is aacxs Propbepee. 


Heb. 11. 20+ 
By Faith Tſaac bleſſed Jacob «nd Eſau, comrerning 


Mngs to come, 


I 
Sacc frillewes his Father in the Catalogue, Toguberd, parrens 
| wor paſſibus aquu, his Elogies are not (o high, nor lo Hume= 
= rons, as the reports were of his Fathers faith ; yet what 1s 
reciced of him is truely Patriarchall, and belengeth co him, 
th as the Succeſſor of the Promiſe, and as the next immediate 
cire both of his Fathers Poſſeſſions and Honours : he was the 
r| in the entaile, and what was ſetled on him, he cranſmits 
id paſſeth over to Jacob and Fſan: to Jacob (as his next ſuc» 
effor in the federall bleſſing, /» thy Seed ſhall all the Nation: of 
Earth be bleſſed) he bequeathes the prerogative of prime- 
zeniture, being Heire of the Promiſe, Gey. 27. 27,23 29. And 
© Eſas, he conſignes an eftate or portion of temporalties, be= 
Saaſe he had forfeited his Birthright, and his Title to it, Jen. 
7. 39. 40. and both theſe he paſſed over ts them by the Spirig 
f Prophefie, and the eye of Faith : For, by Faith aac, &e, © 
The firſt Part. dy 
In this Diſcourſe 1 ſhall diſcufſe theſe follewing Quaries, 
herein. if I ſhall miſtake, I ſball leave every one to his iny 
Mereney of judgement. | 
FJ xt. How this benediQion of Iſaac eould be an ator emana. - 
jon of Faich. which was procured by fraud and ſabtilty, and 
T- granted belides and contrary to the. intencion of the 'de- 
FMilor. x 
'The Solution of this Quzre may be thus given, !ſcac by faith _ 
Fprghended che cerraivry and crarb'oftbis prediftion,(for 1], 
S: 5. ; = < F- 
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Iazes Prophets? 

ficme!y perſwaded, thar-the contents of his Prophefie they 
folfiile)) onely he miſtook in one fingle circumflance of. 
Perſon concerning which it (hould be verified ; and fo. the 
he knew not Jacob was the ſubjeR of the blefſing and (6 


G6zncd by Gal the chiefe donor) or at leaft (which in effec 


ali one) did not remember or obſerve it ;. yet aſſured he waz, 
<thac bleſſing ſoconferred, cond net faile. but ſhould Rand agzi 
all oppoſition, and hold firme and legall ro/all intents anc 
pu ; and theretore he was poſitive and peremptory, / 
lefſed bim, yea and he (ball be bleſſed, Gen. 27. 33. and 
very affirmation is to me a ground of conjecture, that {| 
now ſaw the error of his firt thovghts. and was ſatisfied 
Chas it was ©o be, and thus it ſhould, or ought to be, as 


mow he had Rated ir; and tha /ſacc was new tavghe by gif 


Eiall infinct from God, which Divines conclude from thele « he 


cumſtances; te. {ſacs for his over-afﬀfection to Eſas is corre 
by blindnefle and fo prepared to ſee and correct his error, 1 


longed fer Veniſon, and would nor paſſe it till he had the Vaihe- 


fon, which he might have done without any ſuch delarory 


dition. 3. That notwithRanding bis frequent aſe of Venilo,.. 


he was deccived with Kids fleſh. 4. That though ke perce 
him to be }ecob-by his Voyce, yet he ble(ſed him. 5. That & 
all che time the bufineſſe was tranſacted at home; was (ent at 
And 'a(tly, that after all chis, thopgh he complainedpt the fr; 
et he confirmed and ratified the promiſed bicfling co 
Bac if it be further demanded, how [ſac cond miſtake < 
ignorant ofythe Perſon to he b'efſed, inaſmuch as from He 


e was aſcertained that Rebck<b bad two great Nations inÞ; 


Mm t rhe greater Mould lerve the leſſer ; the aniwer 


a 4 


b-, ». War thas Prophefie was noxfo cleare, as that he couldalf 


derfiand ir withour the afſitance of a further Revelation. 
Rrong \fefion to Eſa did poſſibly oblirerate it. which « 


not admir of any jealoufie againſt him ; fer uſnally the bi | 


borne. as they have the Karr and 2dvantage to gaine our fi 


and therefore moſt ardent affections, ſo they reraine, and it 


what by this Priviledge is indulged them ; and the reafewhj 
"this may be, becanic thar' naty openſion gener re the 
F#wile, in ſome low is Hatified at the Nativity of the Fi. 
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Ifaacs Prapheſe,. 
ene; who- are- rhe. firft reprefencations df on; ſelves; | 
" Now for the other member of the Quzre, the procurement of 
2c bleffing by fraud and ; this way muck refleR nyon 
rebehabs credis, who by this f:# ſeerns to oppoſe « Divine 
Drdinance, 19 abuſe ker Husbands fimplicity, and her Sonnes 


SEF= ITY 


Sendcrnefle ; and not a little toucheth her favourite and confes 


rare, Jacobs ingenuity and honefly ; for though his former 
wrchaſe from his Brother, gave him a Right and Title ro the 
aheritance, yer this way 5 get the Poſſeſſion of it, was alroge» 


Sher nawarrantable and finfall : bur it doth act ar all concerne 


ſaacks faith, who was a meer Paſkve in the whole cranſaftion'; 


nd therefore 1 ball not enter any further confideration of that - 


weumſance, bur paffe ro the F 


ld | 


7 2. Quere, Whac kince of Bleſſing this was which 7ſaas Pro 
ÞSheſred of ? | ow 


The anſwer is, This Bleffing was nor meerly Parernall ; for 


en the Bleſſings of oar Parents, having on chem che impreſſey 


Df-Divive Authority, are of great importance : neither was is 


mply Sacerdorall, or Paſtorall, as Meulch:ſedck, blefied Abre, 


aw, Ger, 14.19 athe Priefts rhe People, Namb 6.23.24. 
; Chrict bis Apofiles, Luke 24.50. but it was Propheticalltoo, 


dd dic>vered theſe future contingencies to [ſaac, and pyt theſe 
prds in his meath as infallible Oracles. 
3. What are the advantages, priviledges and praeminengics 
f Primogeniture ? or wherein did this blefſing confi? - 
"The anſwer is, The right of P:imogenitnre conferred, x, Go 
zment and Empice ever the whole Family, Next, a doable 
ortion. And laftly, the henour of Prieft-hood, = | 
4 When did /acob attaine to theſe advantages ? 
"For the firſt, Tis moſt certain Eſau bad the commanding power 


Wrer [aceb for a long time; witnefſe his frequent ſubiniſfens 


Ac 


S. : 
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md ſapplications unto him, Gex, 33. & 34. but it was falfilled 
Davids time, who tora'ly ſubJucd and ſubjeted the /damey 


i 7 - oy Crowne of -/nd bh, 2 Seam, $ I 3. 14- 


the ſecond the double Pottion, thongh [dumes was fete 
ie, im compatiſen of many places ;'yet ic was but a wafie in 


R elpeR of the Land of Canaan, Mal. r, x. ; 
$ For the'thizd, The Honoar - Prieft. hopd Fas proper god q. 
£5 w © y xt ts. nad Cn Bu > bd. 


Iaaes Propheſie: 
peculiar to Tccobs Poſterity, even down coChrift; confirr 
as, Exe x. 32+ 3Þ __... | 
' The econd Part, _ Ri IT 
* 1-' The beftof men, are but men, fall of ſpiritual! wealkhe 
nefles and infirmities. ſac was fo paſſionately affeRionars 
cowards 'Eſas, that he could not obſerve, either his prefanenef 
towards God, his diſebedience to his Parents, his difſaſeRtion 
kis Brother, nor his roughneſſe, cruelties, and. incivilicies to al 
men ; hisaffe&ion overſwayecd his reaſon, and what he bad ond 
fancied, he ill holds ro, And thus jt happens with the peevif 
fionare Herericks of all ages, men of perverſe minds, w | 
ſticious Schiſmaticks, who have the iow or Rill rok 
of the work fide, and they are the weakeſt defendants ;* 
Cake up their errors upon feares, or fancies, Hagie opiniore pita 
re laborart, and then they begin co belecve them, and after rang 
tain them with reſolution & confidence, upon the firſt po grout 
or reaſons ; They think ſo, becauſe they think ſe ; Beleeve (©, pn 
cauſe they beleeve ;- and are reſolved, becauſe they are reſolveth 
theftare in the liſt of rhoſe unreaſonable frien mentioned, 2 74 
3> 2. on whom God hath ſent ipyier wavn;, frong delufunſ 
2 Theſ, 2.11. But Iſe«c's doting affeRion of Eſas, was a wilſÞpt 
priſon to Jaceb ; Eſes is fill liked, notwithſtanding his ir 
lencies and viglences : Jceb is flighted for all his meekneflet 
fFririt; and ſwcerneſſe of nature ; Eſans Veniſon ſhall bette 
leafe his Father, then the ſober and (olid perieRions of Jacel 
any times Children are valued by their Parents, not for 
deferts, but humors ; and their yertues are net cfieemed. b 
their aftivity and paſſions ; fo conceired are men, evey in 
expreſſcs of nature, ſo vaine and phantaſticke are rhe morives 
pur eleftions and endearements : and yet not cnely [ſaas, 
Rebeksb allo was faulty in this kinde ; for howſocver lac# p< 
goodnefle and mildneffe of fpixix was a good gound for rhelt 
tention 6f her love, yet there was no reaſon ſhe ſhould enc 
vour the diſ-inheriting of her Elder Son, contrary ts the 
of God and Nature. For, 1 ſuppoſe, Rebekab as little minde 
the Divine Oracle, as ber Huzband; inaſmuch as the Scripta ba 
makes this the realop of her- affection, that Faceb was a plailF' 
LY lircd id Teots, was: a comrade to her, and trequenUye 
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| Ifaacy Prophofir; 
p8verſed with her; {and converſation is the laft edneoction of | 
ove) which Eſax did nor, being alwayes abroad; and ſor this 
tion of her, was aÞ effect of the ſame infirmicy 3 ir procees - 
Bid not fron any rationall ſolid cauſe, bur- from's conctited : 
nfitive endearement : Yet her affection ſtayes not here, Dov 
Shine abſurde, ſequuntor mite, it carries her on to a defigne whirh » 
would comp'y with and gratifie her paſſion; and nowrhe plot 
iis to advance her beloved. Son, and out Eſ«s of his Fathzrs bleſs; 
ng. And for this pu poſe. contrives an artificia'l lye; but” 
otorious fallacy, laced mar goc 10 his Father, now- blinde,a 
nd cherefore more apt to be deceived and pretend himſelte ro 
he his Firſt. borne Eſas ;, that he had been a hunting for this des 
izzhifult Veniſon, which now he prefented ro him ; and-npom» 
is accaunt, he muſt demand the bleſſing of Primogenicure, 
When onee paſſion rules us. and intere(t perſwades us, how vIeww 
ent and reſtleſſe are we to ſatisfie onr pailions, and purſue our! 
guccrefts, without any reſpect to either hamane or divine: cons 
fiticutions ; Lawes then have no obligingneſle in themg and 1@ 
rongly doe theſe carn1liries carry us, that we ftop not. rill eichetr 
ge catry all betore us, like a violent torrent; or ranne our _— 
ifnto miſchiefes as wilde beafts into a ſnare in the purſuance 
Itheir prey. Bue above all, this moſt plainely appears, in 'this 
plaine man [acob, who for all his ſeeming ſimplicity, hath one 
Jtricke of Legerdemaine, he will «f thar pare, which his Mothe? 
þFtiad given him to conne though he knew kis part was none of 
the bet, and her counſell ark naught : for that he ſuppoſed that 
his artifice deſerved rather a cucſe, then a bleſking, we may 
Sgucle from his own werds, Gen. 27. 13. hut, que dats port 
wart : eAbab is never quict till he purchaſe Naebeths Vines 
yard, though the pefſeſſion of ir be death. And Jacob is eafily 
perſwaded by his Mother to follow che plot, becauſe he liked its 
d it made for him ; and now her motions are moſt chearefully: . 
nrertained and- accepted, and obſerved: How often doth ſelfes 
[ove herray us, and our tempora'l intereſts Rifle and extinguiſty 
the propoſals of Reaſon and Religion ! How frequently doe cars 
g 2ail men play faſt and.looſe with Cod ang-their own Con'ciens 
ig 05, when even good men are ſomecimes cheared and ſeduced 
EEE Ie 900 (Hy; by palion and inareſh1 Your Capone 
>» "OE i 2 Sa Ya 
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T\rars Propheſie, 
reafonulie; and unjuſt ſuggeſtions will fatirfie us, when ovee wy] 
giveway to thefleth, and endeavour to ſatisfre it ! O then, hoy 
obſervant and cireumſpe ſhon!d we be, that no carnality 
luſt, blend or mix with our defignes, that onr nodertakings | 
not policies for ſeeular —_— (there is alwayes ſomewhaf 
of the 3 waves in them) but «Fs of Chriftiav prudence, fir 
ieiry, and ingenuity, How configint and diligent ſhould we 
te ſearch and try onr wayes, to exiitbine our hearts, onr fe. © 
evicful{ hearts : and becauſe theſe argnnes in the beſt, Q- 
diave incerfioxrs, as Terralian, of all fins of infirmitie, there 
we have need earneſtly, every day to ſollicire God in kis Sopnafi 
Words, Aud leader xs not inte tewytation, but deliver m from U, 
vill, Amen, 7 
."*. Here was a difference in judgement and choice, betwee 
chale two, who were joyned rogerher in Conjugall ſociety 28d 
dand followed the ſame rode to Heaven ; 1ſace preterte 
ſas ; Rebehab, [acob x; yer ſuch was their wiſedome and m9 
deration, that my En each ro other the liberty of thei 
' s: neither did this difference avy way hinder or vi*-þ, 
gucice their offices of Piery, or murvall obligations, or recipre 
exllcuries of love : a fir Patterne for Parents, not to quarrel! forf 
erifles, not ro-feparate upon minute confiderations ; a propah; 
Prefideat for all Chriftians, that they hold the unicy of me 
Ffpirir-in the bond of peace ; when differences of opinion arile 
fas indeed. when are there not >) concerning ſome leſſer Truth 
of Religion, that 13, if the opinions be in materia non revelatahy 
or zex weceſſaria; if the point be nor seveales, or at leaft, Þ% 
fo elcarely revealed, as to ſarisfic an honeſt teachable heart ;# 
it be not in fundamentals, but in_ſaperfiruRures, theſe diffes 
+ Petfnafions being no way imyions, and we being united in 
>," maine; a't rhe prime and 'vitall parts of Chriſtianity, which 
x? lytes to Faith and holy living, we are ro communicate one wi 
7 ayothet;to be affeftionately kinde one ro another, and muruall 
E- F eare our jcives in all Chriftian offices and daties - nothws 
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: debar us from a joynt performance of all Religions or 

: z - xl dvcies, bur whar doth'mericoriouſly and elbuctty bin 

þ»  {eparacttd from Chrift, and- as it were unchriftian us, or.rend 
SY fifa, ciches in our profetliop, oz converſation. | 
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Tſaiics Prophefie, 
13; Tae in his Prophetick Rapture, perceived the bleſking 


$23 by God conſigned for Jeb, and fo accordingly devolved 
She right on him, and acquieſced in Gods good pleaſure, though 
;acrary to his own propenſion and deſire : we ought to ſuſpend 
$od filence our private and particular phancics, when God hath 
vealed the eontrary z we are to renounce and deny owr mott 
denc and prevalent afe&ions, when God hath otherwiſe de- 
Pared the good pleaſure of his will ; / was dambe (ſaith David, 
ſal. 39. 9. 4pd opened not my month, beaauſe then didff it, © 
+ Though Tſacc was indued with a Prophetique Spirit , yet 
new nat the time of his death ; in generall onely he appre- 
pended, chat his difſelution was approaching : Ged concealey 
he determinate time of death, even from the Prophets them. 
ves; that no man may prefume of long life : he would have 
alwayes provided for Death, Ide /ater witimm dies, wt obſer. 
et%r own dics ; therefore is the laſt day unknowne, that we: 
&/ be in readinefſe every day. T 
5- Iſaacs, that he might nor be prevented by Death, fore. 
Power no time, delayes not ro performe his laſt fatherly Oftice, r0- 
Þefſe his Children ; He bleſſed Jacob end Bſau, this will ſerve for 
Þ {eaſonable InfiruRien for Parents, that white(t they live, they 
rovide for, and blefſe their Children ; not te leave them to the- 
liſpoſall of a Feeoffee in truſt, or a deceitfull Guardian ; and ir 
dncernes us all, even to doe good while we have opportuhicy © 
*& to. procraſtinate our repentance, not te wave the duties of- 
ur Chriftian Calling. putting off the evill day z while we have- 
5gbt let ms walke as the Children of light, for the night cem- 
zerh wherein no man can worke, which is moſt excellently ſer 
th by che Wife Man, Eccl. 14.1. to the 8. 
6. Iſaze bleſſed boih Jacob and Eſau: Parernall BenediRi-: 
ds are of no ſmall efficacy and importance ;'1ts che Childrens 
ty to require them, jis the Fathers co give them; For the+ _ 
4jor dow, the Father of a Family, is be repreſentative o x: BR - 
90d; the Father of the Spirits of all fleſh. God ratifies, what OE 
E doth in his name, and for that authority which he derivech* "2 
o him, What the ſpiritual Fachers are in reference to their 3 
We and peRtoral charge, Embeſſador: for Chriff,&'c. 2 Cor. got == 
6 3jbat Faithers are in their Qive Families ; and: hung «_ oe 
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Ifazes Prophefie: 
they have noc (regiall warranty as [ſ«ac had for the diſtributed. - 
$f cheic bleſſings, yer have they grounds enongh to render tha, 5 
ctuzll ; for they have this generall allurance from the he 
mighty Facher, that ke will he theic God, and the God of tþ 1 
Seed, and are there:ore ſufficicacly CommiGoned for tiis aff ©" 
and purpole. -—_ 
7. The Apofſile placeth not cheſe two blefſed Perſons ago {6 
ding to their producti >», but agcording ta Gods bleifing of* 
chem ; names not Eſas betore [acob, though borne before kinf* 
bat /acob before Eſau, becauſe he had tranflared the Birth-ri 
to him. God is the Soveraigne and tree diſpenſer of his bid 
Gngs ; he diſpoſech of them in ſuch order. degrea and m 
(ur2, as ke thinks moſt ſuteable. and conſequently, to mare 
and repine againth Gods proceedings and di/ pepſationy, is | 
piety end folly ; if thy Brother, or Neighbour: have e 
portion then thou, know that God gave it him ; avd if thay 
envycR or hateſt him for it, thou art a Malignant indeed 
the moi genuine and proper importanee of the Word ; thi 
Cye is evill, becanſe God is good; and morethen ſe, thou an 
Foole tos ; ſor ce!l me, is it not reaſenab!e and fitting for the 
ip thine own judzement, to diſpoſe ot thine own as thou wilt 
42d is is not ehen unreaſonable folly in thee to or urmure 
renine at God, bccaule he uſeth his own liberty in the (amiif 
kinde : It were far more Chriftian and pradeotiall for thee 
prayſe ©:;d for what thou art, or haſie; and though cthon 
uot fo much as others, yer what thou haſt, thou haſt received” 
Every go-d and perſeft gift, &e. lames 1. 17, If thou baftr 
Faacs tleſf.ng, Dominion, Majeſty. fulnefſe of Bread, and abr 
dance of Wine, yet if thou hat Eſass Portion, the. Dew: 
Hoaven, and the faineſſe of the Exrth : or ar the worſt, if & 
condition be to live by thy ſword ; take that thine is, he coat? 
ted and thanketnll, David had more hearty joy in his drz 
farw,then they who had more abundance. P ſal. 4. 6. 7. | 
-:8.. 1{atc 1mp!oyed all his kill and+indaftry (for he felt 76 
robs Hands, and diſtinguiſhed his Tongue) that he ſhou!d 
be millakep in the collation of, his bleſting : yer all ſhall naf"s 
We prevaile 2g2inkt Gods degree, The conpſcl of the Lord rhes FN. - 
we SIE AE i © 21s i F 
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Thats Prophefie, | 

 $o Jecub is preferred before Eſas, the leffer is exalted aboye 

he greater ; the time will be, when that worldly men, which ex» 
i 


iſed Lordſhip, Arbicrary Tyrannicall Power, over the Bcleg- 
ecs, ſhall cheraſelyes be ng under ſubjeRion, and the righe 


rom ſhall have Domination, when their beauty (hall conſume a a3. 


ſal. 49.14. Apoe- 2.26, 27, the Birth-right, witha'l its Pre 
yiledges, juriſdiions, and preheminences, (hall berranſmirred 

> them ; oy (hall fic upon Thrones, jadging the twelve Tribe 

<cive their double Portion in the Heavenly-Canazn, and © 

p ſpiriteall ſacrifices ro that God who is their Portion and Inv 


Sericaace unto all crernity, 


110, [ſac ſaw theſe two great Nations, ment by [aceÞ ang 
aw, flouriſhing in wealth and honour, not with bis bedily 
765, for theſe were darkened, but by bis ſpicitna!l eye; he fore- 
dld che fature conditions of both theſe People, not from therr 
arrs, bat Revelation. Fy Faith laac bleſſed fs. and fo not 
y the poſture and Seheame of the Heavens, but by a remons» 
rabce from Heaven ; the former was impoſkib'e, for both theſe, 
zweh moſt different doth in diſpoſitions and condition of life, 
Jthe ſame horoſcope at their Birth; and becaule the Heavens 
.in a perpetuall motion, and there is ſome ſay at all Birtly, 
will be matter of extreame difficulty, if not impoſſibility to 
terminethe ecrtaine poſition of the Heavens at thoſe Births ; 
athat chis przdition was not from any Conſtellation, appcay 
ering at their Nativities; bur from a Divine Oracle, declated 
fate they were borne, And indeed, what reaſon is there inf 
hilolophy, why every yeare, every day ſhould not have as 
png inflaences as their Birth-day upon Men ? cor which way 
zinable can theſe ARrologians prove the Heavenly Bodies 
exerciſe their Powers and Vcrtnes > He that will be better fas 
d in this patticular, let hia reade. Anguſtire, lib. 5, De 
iv:t, Deizcap, 4.5 ada 
Laft'y, By Faith, Oe. The eye of Faith doth, if net with as 
h clearendle, yet as much certainty, apprehend future, com 
gents, at the bodily eyes doe their ſenkble objefts ;, not-thag 
quire ademonRrative knowledge of the articles of Faith, fox 


is:an Appendix of the Manichcan Herefie, which taught, 
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1443s Unacy-Propbeſis 
demonftrari, n3 eAngaſtine obſerves, lib. 1. de wil. ored. nt 
our afſent be rationall, and built npon Morall certaintics,'þ 
cour'e and arguwent, a conflant uninterupted tradition, 

"of mirzeles, word of Propheſie, the excellency ſublimiry of; 
zeaſonablenefſe of its Do&rine, the fulneſſe, ſarisfaRorineſle, uh, ; 
riches of its promiſes, the concordance and nſcfulnefſe of 
Irs articlos; not that I conceive either, chat every Belcever ha: 
this certainty and affarance of the Articics of his Faith, or 
promiſes of Grace ; for although ir be moſt egitaine, that h 
the premiſed inflanees are certaine, and more ſure then 
thing we touch or ſee, certitudine objeft;, yer they are not 
to us, certitzedine ſubielts ; Its an error to luppoſe, that every 
leever (or elſe he is no Belcever) wat be advanced to (us 
degree of Faith, ſuch a meaſure of aſſurance, ſach a fireng 
adherence, as is found in the objefts and habirs of ſeney 
ſcience ; even a little Faith, is trac Faith, is ſaving Faith; 
Tencend this to be nnderſiood of firong Chriſtians who by 
yout hamb'e Prayer, and fncere obedience. have imperay 
the ſpirit of obfignation, and are confimed in their mot 
Faith, by the blefſed Spirit of God. as a reward of their 
living, #5 mem wA\xrov, &0, Colof. 22. and are brought ini 
mouinre, Heb, 6.x. by the ſpirit of wiſedome and revelaci 
Epveſ 1. r 7, which is uſually called a plerophory, or fal 
of perſuafon ; andeven in weaker vulgar Beleevers, Faith wl 
Toever it be, though bur like a graine of Mnftard-(eed, is { 

. gexere, doth afford inch a meaſure of aſſurance of facure ke 
eities, as that it bath engageth obedience, and expeRteth 
wards upon that focke ; it is alwayes nor onely a (ubfiftence,f 
ving 2 preſent being to fature objeRs, giving them a beingi 
effe objeft;vs, Biel in z. diſt. 24. «rt. 2. but a Fratrericn de 

' it renders rhe Puts, » the objefts of eredibiliry; viſibly 4 
eonfpicuonſly ſabfiftenr ; whatſoever object Faith apprehendaperi 
whether paſt, preſent, or to come, ir bringeth along with it noſe | 
vnely a bare ſubſiftence, bur 2ecording to the meaſare and degren 
2 more or lefſe evidence; Its the Prerogative of Faich, vny 
Kxadrev as Þ ifutves Trabney gopÞ%, as Chryſofteme ts Hom.y 1 
Row. to looke ypon an aſſignement, 33 2 poſition, upon an 

a7 ar aGtuall enjoyment, to give thoſe things a bein 
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þ yer 3n ataze hack none; and ſo by chſbſpen@@btO® 
& x0 the apprekenfions of the ſoale Lheegpn ri poſi 
ve He that drinkgth my blood hath Eternal 1 . John 6434s 


ugh its moſt certaine, he bath ir not in full fruition,! 
in priwitis, the carne of the Inhericance ;, ang ahus al 
proves a preſent condition of happineſle, by a. furpgs wedivgs. 


1 are ye, &'c, Luke 6 22. 33, Why ? for great 94 yarn nou 
L on, which way of argamentation were ES Fo; 
cious; unlefſe that Faith produced a fralubofiengy of, the ob, 
&s. beleeved, brought remote and diſtant promiſes neere 'at 
Sand, within our reach and embracement ;- Fighet  fides venlos 
Wh ab us quodammods videt verum ac, gued nondum. videt, Auguſt. 
k piſt. 222. - Blinde [ſat eying the promiſes ſaw ryogreatSuares 
ad Corjmon-wealths founded in the, Perſons; af;;,Jec:5 -and 
4s, and fore-ſavy their warres, ſucceſſes and the reipedive corn 
weneies, which ſhould happen umo them for many hundreds 
eares after his eyes were cloſed, The Ifraclites diſcovered 
vive chrough the Red Sea and Wildernefie into: Canaan, 19s 
z Redcemer from a. dunghill. David,cur of thedeep wires 
Ws Protetor. Abrahams (awthat day, which others debred x0 fee; 
t could not, even before it wayexiſent. it was. yifible. ;-And 
int Stevens upon the Earth, among a crowde of milcreants; 
the Neavens open, and the glory of .God, and Ieſus Rand 
g at the right hand of God ; and thele fore-fights and dilce» 
ies, made them confident, and paticnt, and, their expeQations 
mercy aſſured and reſigned ; they were aſcertained their hopes 
zould not faile them, and therefore they waited, and were cons 
ited; For he that Beleeverh ſhall not. makes bafte, Iay 8. 16, 
is-quiet, and ſilent, and pollefierh his ſoule with;patiencegtill 
he rimes of refreſbing come ; and certaing it is, Thet he.that 
rome, will come, and will not tarry ; the Phraſe denoges ſe« 
ucity, and! contencation : he that Beleenes, & ſafe, and becauſe. 
e is ſafe, he. is ſatisfied ; For a confident man is eontenced ta 
for that good, which his eonfidence expeR&eth ang.promi- 
dz which is ſufficiently proyed by Davids anſwer tro Abifheis, 
(on. a6. 10, - bus eo. whe mind is cakem. 
"4 ſears or jealouhes, like a drowning man, is ready to cath, 
wery probabilsp; and uſe every oceabon tha happens. GHIM 
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faneied; will farthe#Ms Jefires ; 5 ſefapulons Ban, whole reai 
6 afe- either vaine tm-chemſelves, or indifcy 
ivhimletfe|will bewavering and inconftant, chongh for the pul 
whe early puriues what he enclines coo, "This may be ef 
Etewplified'by tw&competitors, for one and the ſame vffice x 4 
prefermens ; 1 ſuppoſe rhe one to have 200d grounds of his hopeſ®® 
the promiſe-vVf 'the Patron or 6oner, or the prevalency of (or 
ative friend with him, and he is confident of che fidelity of th 
one, or the aQivity of the other, and thereupon takes time wm 
leiſore iw his journey, toyles not his body, diftracts not his mi 
in che purſaire therof; but rhe other harh only ſome ſlight acqu b; 
Tance with him, fone pretences encly to his faronr and bouny ;- 
er hack enely this hope, chat if he come firft, poſhbly he may pr 
vaile ; neicher hath he any friend, on which he dare rely, tomy, 
| wedicate for kim ; therefore he Poſts Night and! woſ 
and frers ar every obſtzele, quarrels and fights with en 
of oppeficion, and allowes himſclfe no refreſhment; 
cafe beeariſe his faſpicion and: jeatonke chaferh and chaſerh hu 
To this eaſe we may cettainely reſolve, he who made moſt ha 
had the leſſer hopes ; and his hafte was lefſe, whole: hopes walff,r. 
acer and fſurer : for he that hath a promiſe from a ma 
ower and faichfalneſſe, whereof alle he hath an undon 
aflaranee, is nor too eager or over-vehement for the per 
manee, bur is willing to ttay the timeand pleaſure of his frie 
aeirher is chere amongſt men any thing which wakes them 
forward for ſecurity or paymevr in contracts, but difiraſt 
difhonefy. And yerthis Phraſe is veried by the Apoſile 2 
2-6. ſhall nor by aſhamed; he will nor ovely not make hafte, 
if the merey be delayed, he will nor be 2fhemed ; his Faith be 
iorour 2g2inft a}l- inward ſernpulofiies, and, putward ignome 
ajes: if biz own heart ſhall Cicrare, God is flacke, or if hive 
mies jeere and deride Vis confidence, yet he is ftill the we” 
0 — ſhall bafi= or deject him, no carnalities edu © 
#ler him; to be difppoinpted on his retyance and: hopes 
thames a mit; bur to be rooted in hope, ts to gather confiden 
zhd comfort; which: David oblcrved of himlcife, Pfal. 9-1 


&. | tn, 1 ſbegid have fared. exceyr £ bed belerved rogye the g4Yits., 
We” C7 ; #6. Lerd,&c; Inabree things, faith Berner dos 1 ee 
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d ; In charitate adoytiens, veritate gromifſlenk , poteftaros 
wats, for Gods eſſe, crath, 26 jeje acenet thee 
Fkhat croft in'him, aud wait for the appearing of onr Lord Telus 

brift. F 1 \ _O 
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The third Part, The Prayer: , 


| Off mercifull and gration Pather, moſt gloriow and eternal 
M Lord, the God of Abraham, Iſaac; a»d Iacdby bleſſe mw thy 
bildren by 3. , fe with rhe Dew of. Heaven, and Fat of the 
Earth, bI:fſe au proffer #nts 19 the workes of our Hanis, and (a* 
thfie ms early with thy mereies, that we may rejoyce and be glad in 
thy [alvation ; grove us ſuch 4 PRs of temporalties, 4s are 
moſt ſutable to our diſpofptiont and abilities, but they be no tempra. 
tions and provecationt ts fine 5 dud let the bleſſings of thy right 
ard deſcend plentifully upon ws, thy heavenly and prrituall grace; 
that we may grow np aud floxriſh iv the Dewſe of the Lord, BY 
pleaſed to regulats and direlt all our ations to thy glory, and ant 
ſalvation ; reftr aine all oxy paſſions and inerdinato affeFions, and 
bring thens #ndor the dominion of grace. Blifſe and ſaultifie all thy 
bleſings wpon 16, that we may improve then to thy Honour, and out 
own everlaſting advantage, that we prifſe, forward te the marke, 
for the price of the high calling of God in Iefms Chriſt © let 
promiſes of grace be the objelti of our Faith, and let our Faith te 
1 them,that we be not confounded in the perillons time, and we 
Waite with patience till the Sun of Rightconſmefſs appeare with heal« 
jng in his wing: : Raiſe ny our thoughts from the conſideration of 
phe preſent preſſures and threarned calamities which may haypen'weg 
#04 contemplation of the love of God in Teſm Chrif® Adoprinf 
'##l4 promiſing _ to ws, the trmth, power, and rats fo 
"of God in perforwing the exproffions of his love fo is, and to a 
ferled meditation of that Eternall Reft, theſe ſure mercies and-hu« 
aixrable felicitier, which the Father hath made aver to. ms tu bit 
btloved Soxne, and which he hath affured wnte ta: by the 
't5 of bu Spevit : To which holy, leffed, «aud eabivided , 
bo aſribed, alt Honour, Bleſſing, Pratjei ard #omfhy, 3 
1 US 
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Iicops Piey. 


Heb. rt. 27. 


By Farth Jacob when he was @ dying, bleſſed both thi 
Sons of Joſeph, and wor ſhipped, leaning ufon the top « 
his ſtaffe. a: 8 |: 


cative of it ſelfe, And a very Heathen ear reſolve un, 
1 That Nullixe beni fine ſocio jucunda eff poſſeſſio, there is! 
Q0. content in the poſſeſſion of any goodnefle, nnlefſe we have aW 
Partner with us ; and every good man is of that temper and 
diſpoſicion, that he freely. commnnicates what he hath received; 
if God bleffe him, he.is willing others ſhould have ſome part 
ve profit with him, and yhbat he freely received, he freely giver; 
as for example, If Gog hath -beftowed a Talent of Knowledge; 
Learning; Wealth and Authority, op ;agny good Man; he will im- 
loy it, teach others with his Learning, enfiruA with Know- I” 
Boe. ſupply with his Wealth, relcive and proteR by his An. 'J*9 
thoricy ; or if. he doe not; he ceafeth to'be a good Man, an@' te 
theſe advantages ceaſe to be good things and bleſſings to hi 1 
Abrabaw received a bleſſing from God, he bequeathes this'ts" th 
Tſanc ; Iſnac leaves .it to Jacob ; and Jacob imparts it to the O 
twelve Tribes ; All theſe holy Patriarches ſacceeded one another * 
io che bleffingsy here was Perſonall Succeffion, both in the Plact 
andthe Faith; they Lincally deſcended and ſuececded 'one ano *If 
#hor both in che Chaire, as formerly che Elder Father fill blef- | 
Eagthe following ; and inthe donative of the bleffing, and is | 
| Worſbip and Seryiee of God Religion, it ſeems; then wat || 


Sx bonus eff ſui diffuSovum, Coodneſſe is eommunic i 


\T add the Lexitimngts Childrep weze the Heires,of the Promiſe + 
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Jacehs Pape” \ F 
| fote as by Faith 1/cr dicfſed Jareb and £[a#, fo 
PFaict | wap both che Sonncs of Nik, By Faith Ted 
where Was 4 dying, &c, | 
Tho firſt Part, 
This benediRien was the ſame which Tſaae before imparted 
lIaceh, ic was Paternall, Sacerdotall, and Propheticall :-the 
ubjeAts of it were the Sons of 7oſepb , bur with this difference, 
18 whole —_— enRated on [aceb by Iſaacs; whereas [acob 
ivided it co [ ep and the Sons of Toſeph ; Rewben indeed 
as his eldeſt Sonne, the beginning of bu ftrength, the excellency 
dignity, and power, and ſo in an ordinary courſe it belon- 


ged to him , but be forfeited his Birth-righe by defiling his 
Fathers Bed; and ſo his dignity was gone, Gev. 49. 3. 4- and lo 
he jws Regni,the Kingly Dominion and Soveraignty over his 
WBrethren, was ferled on [udab ; the Honour and Office of 
EPrieſt-hood was collated on Levi; and che double Portion was 
arted cothe Sons of [oſeph, Ephraim and Manaſſth; and che 
dlefſing on them was, The: bis Name ([denld be named on thans, 


d the Name of bs Fathers. Abrahatn aud 1ſaze, Gem. 48. 16, 
hat is, they ſhoald be repnted for his Children, for the Graud. 
hildren of [ſasc, and great Grand.children of Abraham, and 
ſo.the Heixes of the Covenant of Premiſe; and they were a- 
lopted into the place of Rexber, r Chron. q. x. 2. or Levi, 
who was net to have any ſhare into the Land of Canaan ;. and 

then there is another blefſing annexed, That they way grow as 
ih. into «4 multitude, into - middeff of the Earth * and in- 
Fitced, accordingly they mniciplyed in Egypt, into vaſt num» 
{Fbers. For at the deparcure of the Ifraelices our of Egypr, 
there were of Manaſſth. forty two thouſand ſeven hundred ; 
JOf Ephraim, thirty two thouſand five hundred; but all theſe, 
n .of War, periſhed in the Wilderneſſe ; yer at their entring 
inte Canaan, there was found. after a perfe& Maſter. of - Ex 
*Ipbreiw, fogty thouſand and five hundred ; and of Adfanaſſeh; 
;Itbicty two thouſand and two hundied, Namb.r.;z3. 24-35. fo 
"that in the (pace of two hundred and ffreen years, there Ifued 
mn loſeph {eventy. five thouſand, or very neer* that account 2 

ſo Epbraize was aſter fo powerfull and confiderablea Tribe, 


$ oft-tim the Jeupeare ſpcaking of che Geſoiuy;at: ip | 


—— 


ren Tribes from the houſe of Davil to [orobben, the while 
Aare ingefinitely called Ephraim ; this Tribe being the priney 
contriverand abettor of that Rebellion, as 1ſay 7. 2. Hoſts, 
But we have another Paſſage in theſe words, which deleryeff 

Vindication ; they are taken ent of Gen, 47. 31. He worſhipg ©! 
Towards the Beds head ; or as the laſt Tranſlation, Se" 5, 

| bimſelfe npon the Beds head; avd ſo Jwnims reades it, Incarvgt 
ſe ad gervical letli ſus , and fo others, incurvavit ſe ad « 
leftuls : but 6ug Apofile follows the Septuagint, He worfbigy 
upon the tap of by Raffe, becauſe that Trabflation Was 


great authority in the Church ; and the difference ir not ml 
ceriall, nor of conſequence y for whether way ſoever it de 
dred, the ſenſe is not much altered; and the Septuagint c 
ſelves Tranſlated the Word here uſed in the Hebrew, 4 Bod, ( 
48. 2. ſo that they made not ſo great account of it. The di 
genuine ſenſe of the words then will amount to this, That 1 
reared himſelfe npon his pillow at bu bed: head, __ «ſe . 
,t 


hy flaſfe, ard ſo prayed unto, and prayſed God, Indee 
gar Latine, contrary to this ſenſe and the words themſel 
reades it, Adoravit faftigium virge ejme, which yet by ſor 
approved, though upen & defigne ts maintain religious ado 
on to be due to the ercatures ; but that this is a corruption, 
peares from the words themſelves, for it leaves out the Propl 
fition in?, which in the Accuſative Caſe fignifies ſ#pey npon,ult 
obſerved by Grammarians, And this is ſutficient to- invalis 
the authenticalnefſe of that Tranflation, and to diſcover t 
weakenefſe of their Argumenr, and in part the falſenefſe 
their Teger, who would from this place eonclude, The adont 
on of creatures, reliquez, or images; and which is yet morgj1 
detroyes the pretended infallibility of the Chureh of 
which in the Councell of Trex: hath declared the vulgar By 
tine to be the anthenutique Text and Role of Paith ; for if *p#t 
. fate ſhee hath erted in this deter Mation, then ds jare, poly*c 
6bly ſhe may ; and ir js apparant hee hath erred, in approft 
ving this Tranſlation, whick we have proved: errencony, 4899 
might further manifeſt from the Hebrew and Septuagint; Kpir 
that the Bibles of the Do@ors of Zoveine, themſelves Rounjfize 
wiſts, bath eye yrihe Tabour, who reade i: ocherwile chew 


| Jacobs Piety. 
a qulgar Lative, which (a3 I faid) the Tridentive Councell Sf, 
wth. Ca. 2. hath allowed for the anthentique Incerpretarion, -* 
The ſecond Part, 4 ta = 
1 Jacob, dying Tacob, tooke care before bis death to bl:ſſe bis 
Childrew, aud took paines to worſhip God ju as reverent «nll de- 
cent @ poſture, as bis infirmity woul4 allow, Gods Children all 
heir life time,.finde him a Father of mercy, and God of alt edn» 
ſolations, they receive many bleflings and affiftances from him; 
but at their death, he hath a moſt tender care and particular re+ . 
$8 ſpeR over them, that their Faith faile not, that the Iaſt enemy 
A prevaile nor againſt them , that dying they may be Conquetors; 
e perfe&s his firength in their weakenefſe, and he acts moſt 
powerfully and vigorouſly in them, when their infirmities are 
reng vpon them, their Fairh conquers dearth, and the feare 
hereof, ind him that bath the power of death the Devill, the 
burward Ban. that is, the living and animall faculties of Man, 
his vegeratiou ard {5 are 1/-akned and impayred by the uſu. 
atbinge;s of Jeach. bodily inficmities, and maladies ;'yct 
the inward wan breathing and moving by ſpirituall principles, 
renewed with ſpicituall faculties of faith fd ſanRtified reaſon, 
s perfected and compleaied by them; ordinarily, blinde Men 
have the moſt apprehenfive, teracions, and fairhfall memorier, 
xcanſe they have not lo many diverfions to ſeverall objets. 25 
Wecing Men have ; and fo dying Beleevers have their ſoules fixed, 
on God, ſequeſired from the world, and are altogether raken up 
Shvich the contemplation of heavevly joy, and with holy exerciſes 
of Devotion and Piety. aud with earneſt fervent Zeale and ve- 
Shement defires to glorific God, and to be glorified with' him; 
$40 bleile ed, and to be bleſſed by and with him ererna'ly : but 
#his comfOrr redounds not to all, it is onely peculiar to Chriftiary 
Beleevers, whole con-erſation hath been heavenly ; nor to. pre- 
Wiurpruous daring linners, who walke after the fleſh, and neves 
Sleek to. God, rill they have nor firengrh ro ſerve fig and Sarah, 
who never b-gin to live well, ill they be a dying, and pars all 
$of to a death-bed Repentance, which is the moſt ſad and mi- 
Kerable condition of all 'others ; for it will be a worke of ex- 
zeame difficulty, if not impoſſibility, for an habjrnared finner,, 


that framing and firaice, hegguily 2nd kncerely ro Frere F 


vel 


the duties 2nd offices of Faich-and Repeprance; or -ſerio | 
fecrtle himfelfe unto them ; for Omnar- peccator precet . in fall. 
tern, Every ſuch finner, if he ſhou'd live for ever, would 
ever; but the comfort: and happineſle is for them, who in þ 
preaeding years of their life, in the dayes of their health 
Krergth of their diſconrle aud underflanding, have followed th 
wayes of gedlinefſe, the foor- Reps of Abraham ; and when fi 
er. a dying, hath nothing to doe, but to exerciſe thoſe proce 
_ which they formerly acquired, and perfeR that Repentzze 
waich they early begun, y 
2. Both the Sonnes of Joſeph ; not nomingivg them an 
!;s, but onely waking them known to us by theiPretacion to ], 
ſip5. Certainely the Apoſtles defigne of the concealementy 
Lfreir names, and expreflion of them by their Parentage, was ( 
to put thoſe Hebrews in mind both of the defigne /oſgphs Bre 
thren had to ſell him for a ſlave in Egypt, which wagpurpoſe 
tocut him off from [ecobs houſe, rs deprive him of a bleſſing 
and his portion ; and alſo of Gods Deerec to the — "K 
chough they deviſed miſchiefe eraftily againſt him, and driyg 
* theiz lor far, and did bring. it in their fancies to theig deſire 
-Jacgnd period ; yet he that firs iv Heaven ſhall laugh chey 
wo ſcorne, and his determinatica ſhall Rand ie deſpight of the 
confederacies. affociation, malice and policy, /oſeph ſhall r 
e:ive a Fathers bleſſing, and in his ncereſ celatives. a ſhare } 
"rhe firſts borne Prezregative,a denble portion :, and thus the Apd 
file gaines by this infinuation upon theſe Hebrews his purpo 
vaich was to perſwade them to contentation'and refignatiog | 
ka {picirs ; afluring them, that though for the preſens they were i 
"4 a fad flavih condition, yet ler them waite patiently on che 
Lord, and they ſhall fee his ſalvation ; they (tho for-the 
”! voy this interim plundered of their effates, driven from al theit 
hoaſes, ſubjeAs to Tyrants) ſhall receive the bleffing of the Lord 
2. double portion in the reall advantages and bequeathments of 
facie, glory, and joy, whizh no man ſhall take from them, 
Joan 16. 22, the expreſhon is *a tacite implication, Thar 'th 
Plandered, (ball receive an Inheritance ; the Baniſhed, a Nant 
oa; the Impriſonedy, an Enlargement, and be ſet at Liberty";} 1 
the Gaptivared, ſhall Reignez the Mourners, ſhall Rejoyee ; we 
03- +# — - S EY Li ks | C 
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Gontemned and Pefpiſcd, ſhall be Gjorified ; rhe Be 
zall be blefſed. Eur this is ne all; the Apottle had a fn 
Griſt, even to enforme and confirme them in that modi cercaine, 
and moſt frequently experimented truth ; Perdam [apientian, 
fpientnw, God rakes the crafty in the devices that he imagi- 

neth ; he breaketh their ſnares, and turnes allrhe worldlin 
wiſcdom into fooliſhnefſe ; he, by his goed Providence, blaſts 
Y all their defignes, fruſtrates theic policies, confounds their Conti» 
> - ſelr, difſolves cheir covenants, diffepates their confederacics, rs 
ines their endeavours, becoles their enterprizes, and diſcovers 
th:ir hypocrives; they, as they laboured for the winde, ſs they 
ſhall reape the whirlewinde ; he briagerh the devices of the 
Y tingodly ro nothing ; nothing takes, acither. what they, proje& 
Hrrik-mſelves, nor plot againſt others, Cod diſappoines them, 
& and the counſel! of his will ſhall onely rake cffeR ; and in that 
erder and method he hath przocdained, as may be farther feen 
of an cheſe Sons of /oſeph. aceh and loſeph entended the prehemia 
iy -pencc, the chicfe blefſing, for 4{axaſſeh, God preferred Ephraim, 
i and ſo dire and gaides old [ncebs hands in this firſt Obfer» 
yance of that Ceremony of [mpeſition of hende, for a ſolkmaicy 
Jl of BenediRion,that Ephraim bath the bleſſing of che rigit hand, 
Sf the firſt bleffing, and beft Portion, Bat | 
a , 2. The expreſſion affords another obſervation, not indefis 
nicely, or barely the Sons of loſepb ; but more particularly and 
diftin&ly, both, or rather each of them iz«cv nr 9457, thongh 
God beflow more and larger bleſſings of one then anorher,' yer 
he is pleaſed that every one ſhould have a ſhare and parc in them; 
all have no4 alike, every one hath his allowance, his dimenſarm, 
his Portien ; « firong body requires more fall diet, chen weaker 
;coaſticarlon ; ſo that if the weaker have lefle, it hath enough ; 
if | and ſore Mens ſpirits are more vigorous, and able to c—_— 2 NR 
14 plentiful Eftate, and-convert it te good nouriſhment ; men of bs 
ff weaker parts have leffe warmch to nouriſh; and a fulneſſe ro theſe  < 
0, is apt to make cher ſarfer and diſeaſed ; and therefore, if theſe he 
ve as much as will keep them in temper, and preſerve chem 
-1 jon kealch, chey have ſufficicor. If. chy lot be not an Elder Bro- 
}Þ thers Inheri _Epbraims bleſing, then haſt enough, if thou 
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th erhen't iry.;yet great enough tor thee: 

al Prophets? ara all Apofiler? can nl! be Parriagths; ae 
of Vamilics, Lordi of Thherirances, Rulers over Perple > Kng: 
this, that if thou haft nor Power ard Authority to, guide ant 
zdge others, _ haſt a competeney, a ſubiſience, a Pri 
is the Ifract of God, a Part ard Portien in Canaan ; If 
then beeft por'as an Eye or hand in the myRicall body of Chtift; 
th they bis Fleſh and his Blood ; if nor 2 glorious Pillar, or 
ntifull Perch in rhe Temple, yer a Living Stone ; if chog 
art'not Honourable, ror Rich, yer thou art healthful, Aron 
pleaſanc ; and perhaps if none of theſe, yer thou arr ſatisfied 
andrhar's the eft ya/uable, and moſt to be defired bieffing.. 
By Panh,&e. NotwithBanding [ecob pofſefſed gothing 
tn Canaan, but bis Fathers Sepulchres; yer he divides and 0i- 
Kribarex it inco Lots, as if it were in his power and abſolare 
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Eifpoſall; Faith aflured him his diviſion ſhould Rand good. fl - 
his ies in foree, his laſt Will and Teſtawent (hiGald be pto: 


ved; and what be had refpeively bequeathed rocacr Tribe, they 
ſhould aftually Poflefie and Enjoy. Thus the Apoffies aflertior 
is fill proved, Fairh « the ſubSſtexer, To, the evidence, &'s 
veer(e the firſt of whis Chaprer. 3 
© $: - J<cob having now bleſſed the Sons of Zofeph, his Fa' 
moves and moynts hiker, be is now ſerring himſelfe in a poftuj 
to bleſle God ; he leaves the thoughts of Canaan, and tarnes te 
God; He worſhipped, & o, The Apofiie tells ns there is a eocrcive 
irrefifiable Power in love, The love of Chift cenffran eb we, 
2 Cor 5 14. and ſocha holy violence and compulhan there was | 
in ſacobs Faith, his Faith conflrained him to reare up his diſea- 
ſed ififirme b>dy, and /caxing wpon the end of hus Steffe, to Wors 
| dip thar God. who wis both his feafe and confideree ; ſo fron 
 _ . weretheaftingsof Faith on his ſpigit. That &# ſon/e muſt ms 
>. '  Sifie bu Lord, and hu ſpirit rejoyce in bis Saviour, and his 
bs muſt attend, accompany the ſonle, ard joyne with ic in the 
. worſhip of Grd, the propenfion and forwardnefſe of his [pirit) 
.vaifed np hisdying beiy ; ſuch is the divine vertne of 'Faith, that 
+. Fercfts, what is ready to fall ; Rrengrthens, what is ke 40 
_ Maile 3 anickens.. ; ancicht wiſer ſort of 
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'| the Hedthene{obferving the high expr, | 
os 2 arid reaſonings of ng men, when-grefſe 
Me in ities had ſerzed On the body, and . ved © . 
gans and Infiraments thereof of any aRiviry or ſerviceable 
tor choſe perfeRions) have herenpon concluded, the ſpirittinÞe 
neſle, and inomateriality of the foule of Man, and'by eonſew 
quence, its immortality ; for, Modw eperaud: ſequter wolleun 
afſend; ; theſe operations of the ſoule arc altogether indeptmdetn 
of che marree; it- contributes nothing: to theſe aRtions, and ſ@ 
is itz eſſence alſo ; for if the ſonle were maceriall;then the ope« 
rations of the: ſ@nle, Diſcourſe and Reaſoning; ſhould depenih 
immediately: upon the matcriall Organs, ic could nor a& withs 
one them; and alſo, if the Organs be enfeebled. ard the ins 
firnmentdecayed and weakned, thoſe operations ſhould We"ims 
perfeR, weake, and, like the body, crake; bur this-contradiefs 
their own obſervation and experience, who had found mote vary 
| emanacicas of the (oule in dying men, then when they wete 
iN living, and aweakned body eannos move ſo ftrongly, or qui 
as when it was in 1s marrew and vigor. Hercupen y 
phers diſtinguiſh the actions of the ſoule into rwo-ordersyiche 
former ſort of aetions it effeRts ge# forma, in the capacitybft 
forme to a materiall and ſenfitive body ;z and in this reſpeer-:the 
ſoule can neither ſab, nor aet without the macter, fop-hat& fr 
ſappoſed as forma infermazs, and its vo longer a forme, theh 
it doth informe, and ſo long all its operations follow the difps. - 
frion of the Organs, and qualifications of the bodily ſenſes + 
The other kinde of actions it produceth- gud te/w, or qu# 4ui- 
wa, conſidered 4bRraB:ie & abfolart, in a ſeparared Rare from 
body, as its an intellectuall ſubRance ; and-in this noridn;9s 
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Paebbss Prot; 
eficient ; this tt PI. 
che” Organs, in riſech by rheir ſerring; gaines Rrengek by 
the wecatuefſes- of the body ; perfe&tion, by rhe infirmiries of 
y vertue; by its decay ; ; and more life by its dearh 
and here Gae thinks) as Philoſophers eftcemed moſt honourabl 
of "thoſe Perſons, who dying, diſcouried moſt rationally ; ( 
we ſhon'd judge, at leaſt; charitably of thoſe, who wha oever 
formerly they bave been, doe yet breathe ont their laft in pior 
ejacularions, res, or motions, or ſpend cheir dying winoeer 
in addreſſes ro God, or in nnexpeRted expreffione of repentance, 
devotion, and heavenly mindednefle, though 1 canceive, 
rocecd frem the (pirit of grace, and principle of Fair. Bue 1c 
Cons m_ maine wu : The ae char % 
in e, are (0 PRO © as 
the fi:& mover fabeack 2 ddr ark from the 
heavens ; ſo the ſoule enclines, and carries the body =} Wit 
it in the performance of holy duties The beleeverchinks ic-ac 
enough to worſhip God-in ſpiric, with an elevated minde. and 


devour ſovle; bnr- he eonjoy nes reverent and deſcent pefinre of 6 


: Even this dyivg Perſon, ina reverenciall habitude ro Gods 
and Majefty, as far as his bodily inficmities would per- Wt 
mic, uſed the worſbipping poſture. And it was rhe demeanor of 
che Saints'of God in all ages, in their Addreſſes to Almighty 
God, to adore, that is.ro bow, or protirace their bodies. Theſe 
Fatriarkes, if they ftood upright, fell down wpon the ground,be- 
forechey worſhipped ;- if lying, as _ , they lifted themſelves 
ap, and bowed : And in this we firde David at and 
immediately before his Thaok(giving, r Kage 2: 47. 48. And 
ourSaxiour Chriſt himſclſe' was ſo eivill,thet haworld not neg Pe. 
le&his bodily ſervice ;' (© beforebe Proped, he hneoled, Luke 23, 
ppg onnmnngey Bcd che dd) 
If, i. - ſtare. of reverence. 
wiſhon,- be ered ks voi and humiliry : _ the re- 
ecived rendring word, is premiſezonfly, ei adorare, 
of envlenere fe, or inemrweare; to adore; to fall down, or.to bow: ' 
| -heoenmo,. was the pratife of the Primitive / 
the Frit-addreſie and application to God a0 - 
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ler ur” >, and fall down, and: knegle before ihe. 
$ our maket: And ſo David: connexion holds, Come ants.. 
7 Coortt ; and chen, O Forſbir him in the beanty of helineffe,. + 
96- $. 9. for then we come before the preſence of the Lord, 0 
preſence of the Lord of the whole Earth. So:that adoration. is +» 
ethibition of reverenec and honour, teſtified by (ome bodily - 
efterc, as Bowing, Proftracioa. Kifing, Saluting-or Vacovey - 
Win Jos euſtorae of the Nation ; which we. may. 
| or prove theſe following paralell Places of Scripture, 
here the expreſſions are Synoaymae's, all importing.the ſame - - 
ſc ; for Mat, 8. 2, its evxrunires wry, he worſhipped him... - 
2, 5 ics yorunwrls,: he knceled down-to him, Eeke 5. - 
2; *i27w ii. nears, he fell on his Face : and the like you" - 
all finde, if you compare, Har. 15. 25. with Harks 9% 25. 
rrue indeed. rhat God hath nor firifly tyed usroany certain. - + 
are. or- ſet demeanor and forme of bodily worſhip$but in 
; in the general! he requires, that they be decent, {/ «/} - 
Bingo be done decently ) nor rude, or ruftick ; and decency. is re- + 
mlaced by Cuſiene, and choſe Cuſtomes which are Catholike, 
he Cuſtomes of the Chureh of Ged in all, or the confeſled pu. 
Yer ages, are beſt, bec:uſe as they are moſt conformable, and. 
le noder ſa(pition of: Sehiſme ; {o hey moſt and beſt exprefſe 
r reverentiall feare of Gods ſacred Majeſty : and becauſe ahbep 
ef evidence and heip our inward Devotions, when they ec-oper 
ate wich them : for as we know the goodnefle of Springs by 
cir challicion ; fo where there is faich and ferver wichia: bon 
i} be expreſſions of hamilicy without. Oar Bodies are Gods, * 
t Created and Redecmed then as well az our Son'es, and glo- 
ifie him therefore in both : therefoxe God exats a tribute of 
Momage and ſervice due from both ; and as in Nature, the ſepar 
ion the one From theother is death, fo in Grace it is firre s 
+25 theunion. is li'e; fo it is. Religion: for bodily worſhin,. 
hen ſer 09 the:right ObjeA, and aurcoded with the bneerity - 
fervor of the ſoule, is one way of morſhipping God in Spizie 
me mo the wee hap Rrumene , 
OE. *1ng. dy; ſoule $ I\S&.I00 16H is ne..wh be #0ts 0 
(*A———_ | body is yohed wich. the fo I 
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Imployment : bur the av:rbefir, or oppation Ant heath 
Comme ne, ſeems direRly ro prove'this Obſervarion puliſ** 
| decording co the uſuall Interpreration of the 'Commandemgt*! 
damontraces it ; for if the negative part be (as certainly 
Thou ſhalt not worſhip, nor bow down to [del falfe gods; 
by.che Rules of oppoſition, avd the verdiR of the receiv 
pofition, the. affirmative ' will 'be, 7 how (halt worſhip and 
d:1ws to the Lord our God; of as ſome Interpret by 


t honre now is, 
1p was a duty, un) 
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| "Fit Pier ©" 
He pr 25 rare. where, lifting ny pore handr + and this ita oy ity 
| begs re (which ; Geitveh noe thus gloſſeth) 
eigionies pF's, pure licart arrd conſcience i The nacurall then, 
iffios e raningof theſe words is this, God '@ to be worſhs 
d in ſpirit, that is, htartily and devinriy, and\ it extlndes hys 
«rifie and indifferency : in troth, that is, elearely and (olely, 
zot by lying vanities, phantaſtick repreſencations, falte-gnifes, 
web as the ſacrificing in mans blood, ind offering feftivail lute 
md _unelcanneffes in the folemne offices of '|Religion :-c0 the 
Yrmer, the extteame is to wbrihip God careleſly, and neglt. 
Þcotly. and fo got in ſpirit, To the (eeond, it isro mix impieries 
Gods worſhip, to worſhip him with a lye, and lo not in truch 
his no way proves that when we adore, thar's bow, we worſhip 
tin tpiitanderuth ; for even bodily worſhip is in this (enſe 
iricaall, if it ariſe from, accompany, and follow the devotion 
the hearc. this is to glorifie God both in bodies and ſpirics, 


? they ace Gods: And i let us Pray, 


The third Part” << + 


Moſt bely Father, God of infinite mercics, of termdey and 
I never fazling compaſſions, of great =p: cw goodneſſe? 
es blefſe, Lane, and giovfic thee 3 aud bheſſed be God, eve 
+ Father of onr Lord Jeſws Chrift, who hath bl:fſed i with alt 
rituall bleſſings in bigh places in Chrif ;, for that vnvaluable 
ng is giving ihy wel-beloved Soune to takg our nature when 
& in and through bm adopting w« to be thy Sond, Haores 
the bleſſlrg of aw bayzy Ererniny O blefſe w with thy ſaving 
41, that we way by = regn'ar, conſk ans conrſe of holy L te 
im to that meſ# bleſſed end ; aud fanitife all my leſbrgs nnte 
thu we be com:ayed with thy alewances anſ# bleffings, tha 
LWOVEY OST 0078 Af, Of. envie t 4 M:fing: zyei others, bas that 
patienrs wes 9uy perrion bu Hrgven; arid fo , 
*#r hear! with the (exſt of ihe x otter and perfebt tent, and 
eding nothingneſſe 41 of ide the et/arares, thin wir 


re wid ardent affeTiou of rhebence and} love we way bey Rs 
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p#ſly anceitate 0» t preſence, glories, and ſaver aignety , ; on at 
8270404 and goodneſſe, and not dave radely and wadecently, towel 
dats the preſence of. the Lord of the whols Exrth.. Then axj 
ford beth, of owr ſeules and boditi, te thee we offer beth ; on 
lies expett 4 portion and ſhare in the rewards and bb uk 
Religion with oxy ſeules : O letslem be yohed and joyred. 
ther 5n the exercijes and officer of Religion ;, lat ws here ley 
the' unity of thy Cathol:gne (burch, in the communien of $ 
poran's thee" in ſpirit and trath, with aw bo;y ſervice 
beauty of bulineſſe, glorifying thee beth is oxr £90 and ſex 
that when both (hall be glorified with thee, we may to all Ei: 

| wity with the Heavenly Quire of Angel: and bleſſed Spiriti, 
that Plame of bleſſing, Glory, Prayie, Hononr and Power, + 

- unto him that fitcerk on the Throne, and to the Lamkbe, 


ever and ever, Awen, 
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p the Carglegne of the Patriarkes, he is 
of them ; and the Hiſtory of him condadif, 
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| ofbpite. Afermer aSdon n * Sew 
þ.t. Of 099.176. Humiti fur uſ, ad ſeroverom; woiiihtis. 
{f, ad fugens; pation! nſg, ad carcerom, retmifſer ixjuris" uſ4,"ed 
” A oem: his Humility, Chaſtity,” Paticnee; and Charityg 
P ed me may adde, his hngular Piety towards God:PFideli 
o his Prince, though one that knew noe God ; his Clemeney 
towards his Brethyer +, His Chaſtity was fo tare, and is fo'ln- 
moufly known, that all that know that Hiſtory. muſt acknows 
ledge, that Hever any eſcaped fo great temptations, with fq 
puch Innecency-; For his Piety, it was. {afticiently proved3g 
Werety circuliance of his life, he depending on'Gog for IN, receis 
i viog all from him, referring all anco him, and in all, magnityy 
ihg and celebrating his name, as Ger. 29. 9. Gen, 40, 8,  qt«16. 
\Wand 50 51. 42.18. 45.7. And for his Clemency, pittys ad 
poodnefſe ro bis Brethrep, no cxample can mateh-bim 38h 
Fwhich was the erowne and complement of.all. he was fai 
to the end ; as he begun, (o he continued, ſo he ended : Qup's 
'$/t4, as he lived, {5 he dyed, living be exerciſed his Faith in 
he works of tows age Mora! Religion ; and at his Jyings 
he manifefied ir by his fore. krovledge of the Ifraelitey depate 
ture out of Egypt, and his Piecept ro bury kisbones in Canaan, 
JFor. 5&3 Fa'th Jolepn,&c. | 
> The firit Pair, | PF. 
FI - 1, - How was this memoriall an a& of Faith> Did net -Je« 
| {rs take it vpon truft, from his Fathers relation > er was his 
3th in this ioftance any b:1tter then an i:mplicite Faith,or founs 
BF gd on a hamane teſtimony ? for that Jaceb fore-told his Chil. 
dren, what Joſeph here mentions. and brings to their rewems 
@Þrance, 11 plain from expreſſ: Scripture, Gen. 48. 21.' But tg 
Mhis the aniwer is obvious ; that though Jacob. did deliver: this 
prediction before ]-ſ-ph and his Brethren; yet the ſame pirig 
which dictated that revelation.to jecob might, till refdewich 
Joſeph..and perhaps did diſcover moge to him then co hiv hn, of 
or in this particular, ſephs Prophekie ſeems more clearean 
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oſt; inalmuch-as Jecob Gew. 4$ 21. forctel's not gh > Hard 
dips and ſervitndes they were to endare i a, vpr,- 4nd: that 

Ae Ol nd poll perci'plly and, whe uloully by deligered = 
ce. 31 /oſephdoch preſage, Ge. go 24. hat, opely apllethams, 
| now they were in Egypt 4.4 4 Coregels thew, cbey th 
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aFtine into'the Land ef their Fathers ; fo meniighy, 
ado Dem: wes viftebit;, God will viſit you, m the th Ke 
become nat gre + Befides, 7eſzph could not know that rhig;, 
Prophefie « his Fathers would be true, and ſo nor re-aflume, 
apnpotrice DoAtxinall Treth, but by Faith ; his Faithto!d high... 
ehfac his Fither 7acob had this reyealed ro him by the Spirit &,q, 
God, and therefore he ought to belecve as firmely,s if the $x 
rix had immediately declared ir co himſelfe, (for its no mart 
wherher the Propoktion be mediarely or immediately revea 
it is all *one to the Beleever) aud becauſe he beleeved, hy 
might ſpeake, becauſe his Brethren perhaps through | 
ulnefle or inadvertency minded jt rot, And it was 
further aR-of Faith, That be endeavoured to promote and « 
ereiſe their Faith, by patience and toleration in their afflidef. 
condition ; and hope and expeRancy of future deliverane 
for this is the meaning of thole words, YViſfite»de viſfitabit,' 
will ſurely and ſharpely viſit, ſuffer you ts be ſore oppreſled 
and therefore prepare, that ye may be able ro ſtand in the e 
vay : ahd thei, Aſcerndere vos facier, he will promete and 
wance-you ©: and therefore aflure your ſelves of a ſuture pro 
rous epndition ; though this bappencd-net till one bundy 
fifty five yearcs after. 
2. "Why did he command them to carry his bones thither } 
ene place better then another > or were his bones to he 
ferved and worſhipped by them ? The anſwer to the former 
eerrogation may be this, That /ofeph did not command his bor 
ro be removed to' Canaan, as though there had been (ome j 
hxrent holinc Ale in that place, more then others ; bur becaul} 
he would fignife rhereby his defire to be an Heire of the proj: 
miſed, and of che Heavenly Country which it rypified. To 4 
fecond; rake this ſolution ; That oſeph entend2d nor his bone 
ſhould bereicrved to; be carried about a ſeverall fer times, af. 
Kher” for pope, or oltentation., or veneration ., but that h 
bones miphit be honourably enterred among his anceſors, 
demon rate hishopeand confidence in the bleflings. of the 
vera: thu he deſired £6 be joynt ſbarec an}.copartnef Wi 
hew"ie-thoſe barpinefſes; and they were to' b-- kepe, rhat 1 


i pew, thovld uſt bis People and Kindred more relpefiively bh - 
Yeonrreonfly, the time of their abode among the 1.” Tat farm 
was to declare, That he lived and-died in the anicy ef that 
burch, inthe Communion of thoſe Saints, (this uniowoF chew 
zodics, being a ſ{ymbole of that other vnion'ot their ſpirits, in 
one Lord, one Faith, one Covenant ; for in leſns Chrift all Be» 
Aiieevers are one body, and Members of one another) and that by 
hope hewaited for a glorious RefurreRtion, For if the Bonesef 
Toſeph had b-en reſerved for veneration, certainly in ſome place 
bf we (hould have found rhat the 1iraclices did exhibite this konove 
to them; bur no menticn of any ſuch praiſe in theſe places 
Swicre mention is made of the buriall of his Bones ; notin Exe, 
13. 19. where the depazture of [ſrael ont of Egypt is Regiftred y 
Snot in /eſþ,:4 3 2.,where their, Poſſellion of Canaan is 1 S 
and then, is ever, (for this was the moſt likely eime of all other) 
they would have worſhipped them. The lirae'ires did pnely 
& what they were commanded, they carryed his Bones away witty 
thern, Exed 13. 19, and afterwards buried them in Sichews, 
Joſh. 24 31. indeed that place he nominated not, they ſhould 
be buried in, but left thac particular to their diſererion; who were 
to bury them ; though that place they choſe, both becauſe they 
had given him a =_ of ir, and alto becauſe ir fel} our robe 
the Inherigance of his Sonnes; and thus alſo they buried /o[#na 
in Mount Ephraim, Tcſh. 24. 30, | et) 
| The ſecond Part, "Js | 
1. By Faith loſeph; and it was a moſt high and noble aS 
of of Faith in /eſeph, to overlooke all the ſeducements of Egypt, 
$ co ſlight all the cempations of Pharaoh: Court, and fix his eyes 
9 and thoughts upon Canaan, and the future conditions of'-his 
Brethren, his Kinſmen according to the fleſh, the Iſraelites ; ic 
ſeems much ro ſarpaſſe the Paith of [acob, for he had no Pofſe- 
\ fhovs in Egypt ; but loſeph was, Ceſars ſceundrs, next to Pha 
raob in State, Power, and Dignity, and had acquired a 
vaſt eftare of Treaſure and Honour ; and therefore had not that 
<q" rempration to looke for another Country for the cftabliſhae 
and | prwcy 16a of his Children, a3-[acob had ; a cartallf mind 
could not fancy how he ſhonld think of the deyarturg® i his” 
Fiey ous of Fares, bye wich apgerr eadertaienong gy 
E 4-3 
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_ da penfireneſſe of mibde; inaſmurh as there they were tnng Þepar 
or trees ſeated and ſetted; fork thirpraapprehen(c aſotil 
of their facure departare, was both a norable effeA of Faith, and 
; UNIT of the firft deſcription cf Faith, (that is theſſio» 

f e,S&c:) har he ſkould negleRt and diſeſteeme his preÞci! 
ſent ample tevennes and hi: b preferments, tor an eftate in re.fo » 
verſion, a ſhate-in Canaan fo many yeares after : it was a cood$"d 
motive te perſwade the rich men of the Hebrews, now fn theigſfital 
_— 4 condition, to'undervalue and contemne their woridly. pot 

ofſeſſion, andro- intend and ayme at the acquiſition of a tuturgÞ! 
Inheritance in Heaven ; and wich David,” Pſal. 17. 14. 15. toP'O' 
over.look- worldly proſperity, and behold the Face of God i 
Righreovuſneſle; and will allo ſerve for a good admonition to all;ÞPez 
who pretend to godlinefle and Religion. that they be 'nor ſedusP"® 
ced with firfull pleaſures, or corrupted with worldly Profits offi Þ 
Preferments, to the diſhonour and ſcandall of their Profeffion © 
the fruſtration of their hope, and deftruſ&ion of themſelve 
Whar 2 miſerable object ir is, to ſee a goodcauſe managed, 
through this, bafled and r arred by an evil! many }; the pretive 
toly Faich-pro'efied, by men of vile ex:erable lives ; the truth 
prejudiced, by the wickedneſle of its abertors ; and Religion it 
fclfe wronged. by the ſenſualicies, fiethin:fles, idol.trous coves 
zenſneſles, and love of the world, which is dayly difeovered in F* 
che greateſt ſeeming Rtieklers-for ir, O ter us never when we” 
make for Canaan, look back to Egypt; let nor the delicacies and F**" 
Enjoyments of Phardobr Court. lay off our affections from the 
puriuiteof the Promiſed Land, the Heavenly Ieruſalem ; New 
of conſentanoum, qui mers non fpangitur, enm frangs cnptds 4's ; 
wee" qui invitiam: ſe a labore preftueret, vive & voluptate, aid 
Trwls de Offi. lib. t pag 731. and it it be a ſhame for a magna” 
nimous fpirir tp be addicted to immoderate Pleaiuie and Pro ' 
fix; certainly its a'diſhonour, and a miſery too, for the pre- 
tenders to-Paith, to be employed in defgnes and undertakings 
for the-ſatisfacrion of their irregular, extravagant, and difordee 


zcd lafts and apperices; 
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: © His Fairh appeared in this, Thar.thongh the time of che | 
i nr. of: the Promiſes was above a century ; yer dyir 

_ a6 ln inattand; he-would nor'bave'ther torhink 
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Joſephs © Mtmerandom's,” 
arting Egypt. tillthat the time. of refticution come; und fes* 
caGotil! then. the order was, his Bones ſhon!d Rtay-in Egypramong® 
14them : Noubrlefſſe ic was to admoniſh them againe, that rhey-* 
puld nor-fer their hearts on Fgypr, burthink onthe Land of © 
eMbcir Inheritance, and not to amticipare or diſpute the time, buy 
eſo waire patiently till Got ſhould be gleaſed ro deliver them," 
#knd (atisfie_theig hopes and deſires : Faith is ſo zealous and cha« 
iefficable. that where 1t reſides, it meth the fnbject to abound; 
nor onely to have a fake or treaſure for himſelfe, bar to com. 
&Founicate to others; ir makes him induftriags and ſollicicous to 
omote Gods ory. and the ediſication of his Charch; nor one» 
for the rer1 © of their life natarall, but even that alſo afiey 
Wecath. theſe Memorardums or Briviates, way repaive among 
Siem. bz helps and aſkiances co theic Faith and Memories, ” 
«This was Sa'nt Pe +77 care and endeavour, as he reports of hims- * 
We lfe, 2 Peter 1.14 13, [ know my time fe. [ will endeavouy' 
Wherefore Fc and this was loſephs thought and labour by 'the re- 
ervarion of his Coffin, to reach his Poſterity ro NMizhs the dew 
ights and advantages of Ph-roohs Conrt, and to unite them? 
lyes ro the Peopie of God, Thus we (ee /eſeph himſelſe; nor. 
ichRandt1g the many pro-occat ions and ergagements to Fgvpr, 
ti'l*by Faith keeps himlelfe unſro ted of the world. he walkes 
not onely wiſely, bur a fo piorſly in the middeſt of 'a crooked 
roſane Generation ; he retained ibe o'd principles: Md in. 
fArnRtions he bad reccived in hisFathers houſe ; an1 after the 
tition of all che contentrents Feypr could afford, yer to ac. 
Mnowledge then nor the true defireab'es. hut imaginary peri. 
Wing vanttics ; and therefor: periwades his Childien neverto 
ink of then, bur in their expeQations and reſolutionsto quite 
Frhem. and to ftrive an{ purchaſe that Inheritance which they 
ad in reverſion, they ſhould after ſo long time atvally pol. 
Sefſe, which no man could rake from them. -And © that we 
Jwould. like /oſeph, emply ove pretious time, and bappy oprPor- 
Fwnicies. for the hone: r and repnte of ane Chriſtjan Profeſſion, 
and for che-advantages and henefic of all Chriſtian-People ; that” 
yas /ofep? did, we may live we'l. and ſo dye well ; live voro the 
Ford anddye inth- Lord and fo reft from. our labors' Newras © 
\[#;4pþ had a word of Prophcfic, lo baye we-afure woid of:Pu” 0” 
- Gt wy ” + Pacliey 
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OE - - od dd. oa. 
phefie: x Pet;x 1g eventhis,7het thengh now for a ſeaſon (it of® 
FLF3 ;  rearencfſ through wenfold ho ng tef®® 
pration on the right hand, the promiſes, perſwaſions, flatter" 
and complyances of the world; on the lefr, frownes, perſe 
on*, ſcornings, and tribulations 2 yer theſe are for the tryall 
onr Faich, being wnch nggre preciom,&e. the ſpirit of Chriſt ref 
fying before-hand the ſufferings of Chriſt, andot thele aker 
flictions of Chriſt which we-are ts ſuffer in our flclh, fer 
bodies fake the Church, Co/. r 14. and the glory which ſhe 
follow ; therefore we ſhould £ird up the loynes of our mind 
fober, and hope to the end, (and he that hath this hope purife 
himſelfe) for the grace that is bronght unto vs at the revelai 
&f Jetns Chrig ; therefore we ſhould take heed, left there be 
any of us an evill heart of rnbeleife, in departing from 
living GoJ, (and no more (ad {ympton e of this, then that 
are loth to depart out bf Egypt, unwill:ng to forſake our 
loved darling bolome finnes, our pleaſures and profits ; we the. 
not on the afflitions of [oſeph, we defireno fellowſhip with” 
Iracl of God. we. travell not for our Czleftiall Canaan) bat 
Foſeph did ro his Children, ſo we ſhon/d exhoxt owe anotber daj 
| whules it is Called to day, Oe, and onie more we ought to of 
the more earneſt heed to the things we have beard, leſt at any'ti 
we ſug let them fliz, Heb. 2.1. 2. 3- and Heb 3.12.13, 

3. Toſoph in the tendernſſe of his affeftion premoniſh 
and remembreth the Iſraclizes of their hard (ervitude, andF;. 
their deliverance, Chriſt alſo in geeatneſfle of his love to us,haf 
forewarned ns what we ſhall expect from the world, and 
we may receive from him, if we doe adhere to him, even m 
to the ſame purpoſe; In the world wo ſhall bave tribulation, (| 
no godly man faney the contrary) but be of good cheare, [ | 
everceme the world, John'r6. 33. and he overcame it not 
himfelfe, but for us, that when all the world lyes in wick$ 
neſſe, in him we might have peace. And we know what t 
Pate reſolved, Sperat adwerſis metuit ſecundi. alteram fo 

b. Sexe preperatum peftty , if we doe not yeeld to, nor compli 
wich any tempration, bur refiſt and oppoſe it, no adverfity thi 
cur hopes, no proſperity ſhall eorropt our feare, loyalty fl 
ONES Ho FEOagperity inghl corro pt oped */ 
| it Soveraigns” Lord gnd Maker 5 and fiilt 
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ads bis Prophets unte us, admoniſhi and ebarg 


1ore uNecrtain pleaſiires #4 honours, but" b 
0d, who giveth us all things richly ro enjoy,” and at wet 


hoſe preſence is the fulneſſe of joy. X 
4. loſeph gave commanrdement concerning the burial of bis 
Bones; Buriall in a decent ſolmne manner,4s an honoutdue to 
he bodies of our deceaſed Friends and Kinsfolks; and if oeca- 
ion be) of any Chriftian neighbour. The Eatth is a commop 
eld (wherein every man may chalenge his ſhare and part when 
e falls) tor the'bodies of dead Perſons to be ſowed in, where 
ſlo tfiey are to reft in peace, wichont trouble 6r moleſtation, 
they appear, and ſpring forth again at the gengrall Reſurs 


Wection, x Cor, x5, 


5- What T[oſeph eommanded, they obſerved; The commands 


{| Superiors are to be obeyed, not onely for feare, bar for. 


Lonicience- ſake, Tf they confitute or deeree'an Act or Sta- 


ure, for the regutarion-of diſorders, or the advantages of hu- 
mane ſociety, or the Publique IntereRt, or whetein they doc nor 


Wp pole or contradit Gods Laws,they are to be religiouſly kepx 


dobſerved ; mngh more ſhould we obey the Commandements 


'Tof the Supreme Lay giver in Heaven and Earth, our Lord and 


reator ; for to hring this home, reade and peruſe the whote 
ve and thirty Chapter of ſeremy. Bur theft Children'o? 1ofephb 
lid more then he commanded expreflely ; of their own heads 
hey buried him in Sichew, where God eaves his oflers in 
necall, but determines not the particulars or inflances # ith 


Whoſe things, che Fathers of the Church have liberty to deter- 


pame, and their orders therein are to be obſerved; what 1s of 
Divine" Inflitutian in any Ordinance, is not alterab'e,”is not 
apab ce of addition or diminution ; but maiy cir-umftantiaNy 
07 the decent and orderly performance of the [nſticution;"art 
0 be ordered by the guides and gorernots of - the Church, a6 
viding to the rules of Chriftian prudevee, and the geneta 
Miles of the Word of God. In ſome ca es therefore te der 


dg a> che genesal order will ſoppiy char ſuppole@ deſert; 
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parti.;alar watrant from 'Heaven, is pre!itmption and ol'y, AE 
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0 1 Ir the generall rule, to plorifie God in our bodies, as we 
a3 ſpirits ; and. we u'e that poſture which doth experiment 
moſt elevace our affeRions, aÞd heighten our ſpirits, 


-* The thicd Parc. | 


® I Tove Eare, O thon Shepherd of Iſrael, thox that leadeff 
r- AI. ſeph 4k; « forep, ſpew thy brightzeſſe, thou that finef 
Iweew the Chernbims : Before all People ſtir wp.thy ſtrength, 
comve to help us, Tarxe ws O' God aguine, and cauſe thy fact 
4 ifbine, that we may be ſaved. Wer bate wangdred in deſerti. f 
1 payer, and ftill folicw our iwn inveircont : Weare loſt ſheep, y 
2 Arey aud wander to and fro as Sheey baving no Shepherds, 
E #hou the great Biſbop ard Shepherd of our F G95 tw-ne thee to 
.  __ f4iue.; Yeturne ts nyo thee, and doe t reſtore mute # 
or Shegherds and Paſtors, that we m.;y be gathered into or4 al 
LY Eu not mw want fpiricucl guides, which may make m v:ft 
Sf greens Paſtures, and may leade ms by the ftid wa ers, which | 
| | our ſou'es, and leade us in the paths of vightcouſ.ofſe ; 
thy Red and thy Staffe ernfort w, Be net angry O Lord « 
> A + eraſure, xerther remenber n:quiy ſer ev.r; ſce.me beſecc't 
| ds $:hald we are all thay P. #9, we a8 alt thy Pecpie, and tl « Shu 
of thy Paſture. Retwrue wo beſerrb thee (O Lo d ) lorke dow: free 
Heaven, aid behold and wifit thus Vine, and the Vmey wal t 
thy right hand hath Planted: ſo we that ave thy "eop'e, foil þ 
of thy prayſcs, and dec are thy ſalvaton_from Generation to 6th 
"pergtion. And foraſmuch as thiu baf# giver we @ ſure Herd C 
Prophefie to grutle oxr feet tn the wayes of peace, ler w takg 0 + 
$ more earneſt Ford that thu Word ſlip not from #«: Let ut alws 
A ring what wg haft ardrred and comm unded, and oh 7. 
aff zromiſed, that we profjerity corrupt w, and make fort} 
+ hg "oY duty wy adverſity. remp! *, == we rel wiſh xr hopes : : 
© ad conteret wato be fTouſes of thy Propheti pand of "ff v 
| 87 Chs d-for ers inte thh Harveſt, Moe 
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ud let #0t. un deſpiſe the Word of Þ efie\ iff we 

he 5y1719 3 "nd of thy geeduefſe bring us ug of uh - By: 

A \ rf 54 Our Aﬀet:ons, and the in onr Perth 8, that re may. 
wecesve our Iaberitance wm the Caleftiall Canaan, with Abra- 

nam, Iſaac a*d Jacob is the King dome of Heaven, Grant 

w thu, and what viſe is neceſſery for the ſcattered Flocks, thy 

Catholique Church, or for owy Home for the AMerit: ard 

Mediation of our Great High Prief, Jeſas Chrift the Righte. 


ons ; ts whow with the Erernall Father and bleſſed Spicit, by 
all Howeur ayd Glory, new and over, Amen, © 


